
Essay 
writing skills

Applying ideological 
ideas with practical 
political strategies

Understanding 
relationships 

between political 
ideas and society

Drawing 
conclusions

Describe 
patterns

Linking political 
ideas to historical 

and modern 
societies

Evaluation of 
ideas

Analysis of 
key ideas

Learning content 
of course

Debating

Skills of analysis

Skills  

Year 1
2

Year 1
3

Independent 
study

Application 
of political 

terminology

Unit 
One 

Unit 
Two

University

Y12

Apprenticeship

Journalist
Historian

Politician

Teaching

Legal Careers
Marketing

Academic

Civil Service

Unit 
Three

Systems of 
democracy

Franchise & 
debates 

over 
suffrage

Future
Steps

Development 
of the 

Constitution

Nature of 
UK 

constitution
Rule of 

Law

Constitutional 
change since 

1997
Reforms 

2010 - 2015

LINKS TO GCSE: 

GCSE Citizenship (Parliamentary system/ International organisations/ Democracy/ Voting 
systems)
GCSE History (King John unit – Development of Parliamentary Democracy)
GCSE Religious Studies

Pressure 
Groups

Rights in 
context

Functions & 
features: 

UK political 
parties

Emerging 
and minor 
UK political 

parties

Different 
electoral systems

Referendums 
& how they 

are used

Electoral 
system analysis

Case studies of 
general elections

The 
influence of 
the media

Ideas & 
principles

Differing 
views & 
tensions

Liberalism
Ideas & 

principles 

Ideas & 
principles

Y13

Structure & role of 
Commons & Lords

Functions of 
Parliament

Powers of 
Commons 

& Lords

Legislative 
process

Backbenchers Select 
Committees

Ministerial 
questions 
& PMQT

Structure, 
role & 

powers of the 
Executive

Ministerial 
Responsibility

Power of 
PM & 

Cabinet

Role & 
composition of UK 

Supreme Court

Influence of SC on 
Exec & Parliament

Operating 
principles of 

the SC

Relationship 
between Exec & 

Parliament

The UK 
& EU

Sovereignty 
in the UK

Ideology: 
Ecologism

Deep 
Greens

Shallow 
Green

Social 
ecology

Differing 
views & 
tensions

Nature of the 
US 

Constitution

The principles of 
the US Constitution 

& their 
effectiveness today

Voting behavior 
& the media

Formal 
sources of 

presidential 
power 

outlined by 
US 

Constitution

Informal 
sources of 

presidential 
power & 
their use

The 
Presidency

Electoral 
systems in 

the USA

Interpretations & 
debates 

surrounding US 
democracy & 
participation

The 
structure of 

Congress

The 
functions of 

Congress
The nature 
& role of 

the 
Supreme 

Court

The 
appointment 

process of 
the Supreme 

Court

The Supreme 
Court & Public 

Policy

The protection 
of civil liberties 
& rights in the 

US today

Interpretations 
and debates of 
the US Supreme 
Court and civil 

rights

Rational

Cultural

Legislatures: 
Congress & UK 

ParliamentExecutivesJudiciaryCivil Rights

UK 
ConstitutionParliamentary 

sovereignty
Sources of 

Constitution

Devolution 
in the UK

Debates 
on further 

reform
Parliament

Opposition
PM & 

Executive

PM – John 
Major (1990-

1997)

PM – Tony Blair 
(1997-2007)

Relations between 
Institutions

Core Ideas: Ecology; Holism; 
Ethics; Consciousness; Post 

materialism & anti-
consumerism; Sustainability

Ecologist thinkers: Aldo 
Leopold; Rachel Carson; 
E.F Schumacher;Murray

Bookchin; Carolyn 
Merchant

USA: Unit 3 
(Collaborative 

Teaching)

USA: Unit 3 
(Collaborative 

Teaching)

UK 
Government:

Unit 2

UK 
Politics: 
Unit 1

US Constitution 
& Federalism

The main 
characteristics of 

US federalism

Interpretations & 
debates around 

the US 
Constitution & 

Federalism

US Congress

Interpretations 
& Debates

US Presidency

Interpretations 
& debates of 

the US 
presidency

The Supreme 
Court & Civil 

Rights

Race & rights in 
contemporary 

US politics

Democracy & 
Participation

Key ideas & 
principles of 

the 
Democratic 

& Republican 
Parties

Interest 
groups in 
the USA

Electoral 
campaigns

Campaign  
finance

Presidential 
campaigns

Factions in the 
Democratic & 

Republican Parties

Coalition of 
supporters

Interest 
group 
tactics

April – May: Year 
13 revision 
programme Comparative 

Approaches

Structural

Constitutions
Democracy & 
Participation

Democracy 
& 

Participation

Political 
Parties

UK political 
parties in 
context

Electoral 
Systems

Conservatism

Conservative 
thinkers: Thomas 
Hobbes; Edmund 
Burke; Michael 
Oakeshott ; Ayn 

Rand; Robert Nozick

Liberal thinkers: John 
Locke; Mary 

Wollstonecraft; John 
Stuart Mill; John 

Rawls; Betty Frieden

Differing 
views & 
tensions

Socialist thinkers: Karl Marx; Friedrich 
Engels; Beatrice Webb; Rosa Luxemburg; 

Anthony Crosland; Anthony Giddens

A-LEVEL POLITICS LEARNING JOURNEY

Socialism


