English Homework in Year 9

We consider setting regular and challenging homework as an essential part of achieving our aim of instilling in our students a lifelong love of language and literature. Working independently at home enables students to take ownership of their own success in our subjects and motivating them to achieve their potential. Homework tasks within the English department will:

· build on and reinforce learning from class work: recap and revision of content, key themes, ideas;
· develop students’ independent learning skills through extended projects and other opportunities which require research skills;
· teach students the specific skills required for performance in GCSE and A Level;
· allow students to consolidate the skills required for examinations or develop academic essay writing skills.

We also expect all students to read frequently, to maintain a love for reading.

How much homework is set?
· Key Stage 3 (Year 9): Students are expected to complete an average of 1 hour per week in English.

Homework Activities and Tasks
Key Stage 3: English
We aim to use a range of homework activities and set all of it on Show My Homework, to engage students and inform parents. Tasks are differentiated and are set to provide an appropriate level of challenge for students of all abilities.
· Research tasks: to support the texts and topics covered, students may be asked to research the topic area in preparation for a lesson or to consolidate their learning of a topic or text.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Educake: each student has access to this online platform. It is a fantastic resource to develop students’ literacy skills as well as more specific text/topic learning. We will sometimes use this facility in lessons so that students are aware of how to use it for maximum benefit.
· Creative tasks: embedded in our taught units are creative tasks that surround novels and plays studied across the year to develop a love of Literature. Sometimes these will be individual tasks, and others may be more project-based.
· Reading homework: students are often set reading work to complete; this may be to encourage students to read for pleasure and to allow them to carve out time to do this, or for comprehension practice.
· Spelling and vocabulary work: sometimes, students will be set specific words to learn to develop literacy skills and prepare them for text and topics studied. These will be appropriate for the ability range and topic.

Support from Parents and Carers
Teachers and parents need to be in a partnership. Parental support is vital and a huge contributing factor to a child’s success in school and we encourage it at every level. Talking to and engaging with your child about their learning is very important and will have a positive impact on their progress. By asking them questions about their work, you can help to clarify their understanding and improve their use of key terms, ideas, and texts. This in turn, builds their confidence and motivation. A simple, ‘tell me what you’re learning in English at the moment’ is a great way to lead into more detailed questions. When your child is revising for upcoming examinations or tests, you might help by testing that they know the key points.
