GCSE Art and Design
Fine Art and Textiles Design 
Externally Set Assignment 


At the end of your course the GCSE course students will take an exam called the Externally Set Assignment (ESA).  This is worth 40% of the GCSE grade.  The exam lasts for 10 hours and is taken over 2 days in April.  In January students received the Externally Set Assignment exam paper.  The exam paper has a theme and suggests several starting points for students to work from.  The students have from mid-January to April to complete a sketchbook and prepare for the exam. Students are required to do everything that they would normally do for a coursework project, but they complete the final piece in the 10-hour exam.  All assessment objectives must be covered.  The mark for the ESA is given for both work completed in the preparatory period and the 10 hour exam.

Preparing for the exam
· Students have a work planner in the back of their sketchbook detailing all classwork and homework tasks.  Homework tasks are also be posted on Satchel:one (Show My Homework).  It is important that students keep up to date with these tasks during the preparatory period.
· Students must complete their sketchbook and any other preparatory work before the exam.  Students must have this work with them at the start of the exam.  Once the 10 hours starts students are not permitted to add to this work.
· Students should make sure they have fully discussed their ideas with their teacher before the exam starts.  They will not be allowed to ask you teacher advice about your work once the exam has started.
· Sketchbook, preparatory and final piece work must not be removed from the exam once the 10 hours starts.  The final piece cannot be added to once the 10 hour exam has finished.
In the exam
· Students must arrive in time to set up your equipment and ask any last minute questions.
· Students will be required to work in exam conditions.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students need to show 10 hours worth of work.
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