GCSE– Paper 2 Period Study
Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91
Exam Questions bank
	Key Topic 1:  Origins of the Cold War, 1941-58

	Outline
	Detail

	Early tension between East and West
	· The Grand Alliance. The outcomes of Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences.
· The ideological differences between the superpowers and the attitudes of Stalin, Truman and Churchill.

· The impact on US-Soviet relations of the development of the atomic bomb, the Long and Novikov telegrams and the creation of Soviet satellite states in Eastern Europe.

	The development of the Cold War
	· The impact on US-Soviet relations of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, 1947.
· The significance of Cominform (1947), Comecon (1949) and the formation of NATO (1949).

· Berlin: its division into zones.  The Berlin Crisis (blockade and airlift) and its impact.  The formation of the Federal Republic of Germany and German Democratic Republic.

	The Cold War intensifies
	· The significance of the arms race and the formation of the Warsaw Pact.
· Events in 1956 leading to the Hungarian Uprising, and Khrushchev’s response.

· The international reaction to the Soviet invasion of Hungary.


	8 marks – Explain two consequences of…

	a) the decisions made by The Grand Alliance at the Yalta Conference in February 1945.
b) the Potsdam Conference of July 1945.

c) the Truman Doctrine.

d) the Marshall Plan.

e) the Hungarian Uprising.
f) the setting up of Cominform and Comecon.
g) the Berlin Crisis of 1948-49.

h) the Warsaw Pact.

	8 marks – Write a narrative account analysing the key events of

	a) The Soviet takeover of the satellite states in the period 1944-48 (may use – Warsaw Uprising; - the communist takeover of Czechoslovakia). 
b) The Soviet expansion in eastern Europe in the years 1945-48 (may use – USSR re-establishes control; - Hungary and Czechoslovakia).

c) The peace conferences in the years 1943-45 (may use – Tehran Conference, 1943; - Potsdam Conference, 1945).
d) Main developments in US-Soviet relations in the years 1947-49 (may use Truman Doctrine, 1947; - Cominform, 1947).
e) The Cold War in the years 1949 to 1956.

	16 marks (2x8) Explain two of the following…

	a) The importance of the Truman Doctrine for the development of the Cold War in the years 1947-55.
b) The importance of the USA’s development of the atomic bomb for relations between the superpowers in the years 1945-49.
c) The importance of the Potsdam Conference (1945) for the development of the Cold War.

d) The importance of the Berlin Blockade for the future of Germany.

e) The importance of the formation of NATO for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.
f) The importance of the formation of NATO for the development of the Cold War.

g) The importance of the Grand Alliance for relations between Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill in the years 1941-45.
h) The importance of Soviet expansion in eastern Europe for the development of the Cold War.
i) The importance of the Marshall Plan in the development of the Cold War.

j) The importance of the arms race for the development of the Cold War, 1949-1953.


	Key Topic 2:  Cold War Crises, 1958-70

	Outline
	Detail

	Increased tension between East and West
	· The refugee problem in Berlin, Khrushchev’s Berlin ultimatum (1958), and the summit meetings of 1959-61.
· Soviet relations with Cuba, the Cuban Revolution and the refusal of the USA to recognise Castro’s government.  The significance of the Bay of Pigs incident.

	Cold War Crises
	· The construction of the Berlin Wall, 1961.
· The events of the Cuban Missile Crisis.

· The Brezhnev Doctrine and the re-establishment of Soviet control in Czechoslovakia.

	Reaction to crisis
	· Impact of the construction of the Berlin Wall on US-Soviet relations.  Kennedy’s visit to Berlin in 1963.
· The consequences of the Cuban Missile Crisis: the ‘hotline’, the Limited Test Ban Treaty 1963; the Outer Space Treat 1967; and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 1968.

· International reaction to Soviet measures in Czechoslovakia.


	8 marks – Explain two consequences of…

	a) the decisions made by The Grand Alliance at the Yalta Conference in February 1945.

b) the election of Alexander Dubcek as First Secretary of the Czech Communist Party in January 1968.
c) the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961.
d) the Cuban Revolution of 1959.

e) The Prague Spring on relations between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia.
f) The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia.

	8 marks – Write a narrative account analysing the key events of

	a) The Berlin Crisis, 1958-61 (may use – the Berlin Ultimatum, 1958; - the construction of the Berlin Wall).
b) The East-West rivalry over Berlin, 1958-61 (may use – the Summit meetings; - the building of the Berlin Wall).
c) Superpower rivalry in Cuba in the years 1959 to 1962 (may use – Bay of Pigs invasion, 1961; - the Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962).
d) The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (may use – The Prague Spring; - The USSR re-establishes control)

	16 marks (2x8) Explain two of the following…

	a) The importance of the ‘Bay of Pigs’ invasion for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.
b) The importance of Kennedy’s 1963 speech for the future of Germany.

c) The importance of the ‘Bay of Pigs’ incident for the future of Cuba.

d) The importance of the ‘Prague Spring’ for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

e) The importance of the summit conferences for the problem of Berlin.
f) The importance of the building of the Berlin Wall (1961) for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

g) The importance of the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

h) The importance of the Brezhnev Doctrine for the Soviet Union’s control of Czechoslovakia.


	Key Topic 3:  The end of the Cold War, 1970-91

	Outline
	Detail

	Attempts to reduce tension between East and West
	· Détente in the 1970s, SALT 1, Helsinki, and SALT 2.
· The significance of Reagan and Gorbachev’s changing attitudes.

· Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force (INF) Treaty 1987.

	Flashpoints
	· The significance of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the Carter Doctrine and the Olympic boycotts.
· Reagan and the ‘Second Cold War’, the Strategic Defence Initiative.

	The collapse of Soviet control of Eastern Europe
	· The impact of Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ on Eastern Europe: the loosening Soviet grip on Eastern Europe.

· The significance of the fall of the Berlin Wall.

· The collapse of the Soviet Union and its significance in bringing about the end of the Warsaw Pact.


	8 marks – Explain two consequences of…

	a) The SALT 1 agreements
b) the Mikhail Gorbachev’s decision to abandon the Brezhnev Doctrine.
c) Gorbachev coming to power in the Soviet Union.
d) The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

e) Reagan becoming president.

f) Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ on eastern Europe.

g) The fall of the Berlin Wall

	8 marks – Write a narrative account analysing the key events of

	a) détente in the years 1970-79 (may use – SALT 1, 1972; - Afghanistan, 1979)
b) Leading to the break-up of the Warsaw Pact in the years 1985-91 (may use – Gorbachev became leader of the Soviet Union in 1985; - the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989).
c) Attempts to reduce tension between East and West in the 1970s and 1980s (may use – The Helsinki Agreements; - Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’).

d) The collapse of the Berlin Wall (may use – the impact of Sinatra Doctrine; - Developments in East Germany).

e) In the USSR and eastern Europe in the years 1989-91 (may use – The impact of ‘new thinking’; - fall of the Berlin Wall).

	16 marks (2x8) Explain two of the following…

	a) The importance of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

b) The importance of the nuclear arms for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

c) The importance of Ronald Reagan for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

d) The importance of the Olympic boycotts for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

e) The importance of SALT I for the development of the Cold War. 

f) The importance of the Helsinki Agreement for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

g) The importance of the INF Treaty for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.


