Religion, Peace and Justice


Religious Studies GCSE AQA (8062)

3.2.1.4 Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict

 Students should study religious teachings, and religious, philosophical and ethical arguments, relating to the issues that follow, and their impact and influence in the modern world. They should be aware of contrasting perspectives in contemporary British society on all of these issues. 
They must be able to explain contrasting beliefs on the following three issues with reference to the main religious tradition in Britain (Christianity) and one or more other religious traditions: 
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• Violence

• Weapons of mass destruction

· Pacifism. 

Religion, Violence, Terrorism and War 

The meaning and significance of:

• peace 

• justice 

• forgiveness 

• reconciliation

• Violence, including violent protest.

• Terrorism

• Reasons for war, including greed, self-defence and retaliation

The just war theory, including the criteria for a just war 

• Holy war

• Pacifism

Introduction to Peace + Justice

· Central to xnity is the belief that all human life is Sacred and valuable.   

· Within this idea is the belief that humans should try and live in peace with their neighbour and that Justice is part of this.

· A Just Society is one where everyone’s life is valuable and that everyone has equal opportunities to fulfil their potential and live their life to full.

· Justice is an important idea in the Bible – in the Old Testament the Jews are warned that God isn’t interested in worship unless they give Justice to the poor and destitute:  

‘let justice roll on like a river, and righteousness like a never-ending stream’:
[image: image28.jpg]



· Jesus teaches his followers to love their neighbour and in the story of the Sheep and the Goats entry to heaven seems to be based on how we helped ‘the least of these brothers and sisters’.

· The Declaration of Human Rights is a set of rights that everyone is entitled to regardless of their gender, age, religion, race etc.  
· Amnesty International are an international organisation that aim to help people who have had their human rights abused.
[image: image27.png]+ C ¢



[image: image2.png]PGS V4
CCTV

Eol Y

aly 250, (

),00
250,000
y <o\

| into armec

ervice

£n
o forc
e TOrC CC.





Christian attitudes towards war: Holy War and Just War Theory
· In the Old Testament Wars happen as a way of God punishing those nations who oppose the Israelites – the Israelites fight on behalf of God – a Holy War, where they destroy their enemies.

· Initially in the early days of Christianity the new followers of Christ were pacifists and any soldiers who became Christians were expected to leave the army.  
· When Emperor Constantine became a Christian in the 3rd Century the pacifism of Christianity was problematic for the huge empire of Rome – it they remained pacifist then anyone who chose could invade without anyone putting up a protest.

· This lead to the establishment once again of the idea of a Holy War.
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Rules of a Just War – these should be met before a war could be started:

Before War is declared

The war proposed must be declared by the authority of the state or ruler.

There must be a Just cause.

There must be a JUST intention – the war must be to promote good and stop evil.

The war must be a last resort.

The good done must outweigh the harm done.

It must be possible to win.

During War the methods must be just:

The methods (what is done in war) must be proportionate – no more force than necessary.

Innocents should not be targeted.

After War

Peace must be restored after the war is over.
Does Just War Theory Work?

· Some claim that although it’s all very well having rules there is no one who can enforce them – it is perhaps rather wishful thinking to expect Nations to follow rules if it doesn’t benefit them.

· Others argue that it is better to try and limit War and try to ensure that the way it is fought is as moral as is possible.  That way less people will be killed and less human rights abuses will take place.
Weapons of Mass Destruction

· In today’s world the increase in technology means that we now have immense capacity for destruction.

· Weapons of Mass Destruction include nuclear weapons, biological and chemical weapons.  These weapons are incredibly destructive both for human lives and the environment.

· Xns have argued their use can never justified because they break key rules of the Just War Theory:

The harm done outweighs the good achieved.

They do not protect the innocent but target them

The weapons are indiscriminate.

The make peace impossible to establish even after the war is over because so much is destroyed.

The cities of Nagasaki and Hiroshima were destroyed by an atom bomb and many thousands died and many more where left sick and injured.  It took many decades for the cities to recover and the radiation poisoning is still being experienced.
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But what about using nuclear weapons as a deterrent rather than using it?

· Some have argued that although it would never be right to USE WMD it might be reasonable to possess them as a deterrent – to make sure other Nations don’t use them against us.  Like North Korea for example – the argument goes that unless we have these weapons then we could be attacked and do nothing to protect ourselves.

· Some have spoked of MAD – mutually assured destruction – if you use your weapons we will use ours – and in this way peace is preserved.
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Pacifism

· Pacifism is the belief that all violence and war is wrong.

Christian attitudes towards the use of violence and towards pacifism

· Christians look to the Bible to look for guidance about violence and war.

· Although the Old Testament has stories of God ordering the Israelites going to war the New Testament says nothing directly about War – although it does reject the use of violence for personal gain.
Biblical Teaching:  In Matthew 5 Jesus says:



“You have heard it said ‘an eye for an eye…’ but now I tell you: do not take revenge on someone who wrongs you.  If someone slaps you on the right cheek, let them slap you your left cheek too.”

· It is thought that Jesus was teaching that acts of revenge were wrong.  It is never morally acceptable to use violence against another person as an act of revenge.  More from Matthew:  “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”  
· Christians may argue that you cannot ‘love your enemy’ if you are being violent towards them.  And more …  “Blessed are the peacemakers, God will call them His children.”  Again this seems to suggest that God wants people to be peaceful not violent.  
What about how Jesus behaved?

When Jesus was arrested he refused to use violence to resist arrest and stopped one of his disciples when he got a sword and tried to stop the authorities from arresting him.  He seems to be giving a warning about the consequences of violence – if you play with fire, you’ll get burnt.




[image: image6]
· Christians may argue that killing in war is as bad as any form of murder.  If you kill because you hate the enemy this is wrong – everybody is a child of God.

· Quakers are mostly pacifist – they believe that if it’s wrong to murder people (‘thou shalt not kill’) then it is ALWAYS wrong – and will only breed more violence.

· They teach the idea:  ‘that of God is everyone’ – so it would be wrong to use violence against them.

· Quakers believe that they can find better, more creative ways to solve problems and will often try to be mediators in times of war.
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· Being a Pacifist is not just about refusing to use violence to solve problems between individuals or nations but also about actively seeking to bring about Peace.

· Other Christians argue that Pacifism may be the IDEAL way to solve problem but what should Christians do if that doesn’t work?  They may say that sometimes violence/war may be necessary as the ‘lesser of 2 evils’ – it may be worse to stand by and do nothing, for example not standing up against Hitler.  

G.E. Ancombe argued that Pacifism assumes ALL acts of violence are the same – they see no difference between an act of violence out of revenge or hatred and one done to protect innocents:  “Pacifism teaches people to make no distinction between the shedding of innocent blood and the shedding of any blood.”
Violent and non-violent action

· Some Christians argue that it is never acceptable to use violence to achieve Justice in Society.

· Martin Luther King argued that the black population should never use violence to achieve equal rights – he believed in Non Violent Direct Action – resisting the unfair laws but without using violence.

· MLK used boycotts (like the Bus Boycott), sit-ins, marches, all designed to make the point without physically harming anyone.

· MLK said this way of stopping of injustice was ‘voluntary, dignified and creative’ – he meant it was a positive choice, it doesn’t take away anyone’s human rights and that it is inventive rather than just reacting in desperation and anger.

· Other Christians have said that like with Pacifism non-violence doesn’t always protect those who are most vulnerable.  What would have happened if the American Government had just shot all the Civil Rights Protestors?  Sometimes violence may be necessary as a last resort.

· Some supporters of Liberation Theology – which sees that God is on the side of the poor  - believe it may be necessary to take up arms (go to war with) evil rulers who oppress and exploit their people in order to protect the innocent and destroy evil.

· They may argue that in the Bible God commanded:

Amos 5: 24
“Let justice roll flow like stream, and righteousness like a river that never runs dry.”

They may argue to stand by and allow people to be oppressed and murdered and do nothing is a worse evil than to use violence to protect.  
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It would be interesting to hear a conversation between MLK and Cardenal  - I suspect that they would have had a great deal in common but ultimately they would have disagreed on the use of violence.  King would argue that violence can never sow the seeds of peace.  I suspect that Cardenal would have a lot of sympathy for King’s beliefs but may think that some regimes are too brutal to care about killing innocents and that non-violence would never work.  In an imperfect world sometimes imperfect solutions are necessary.

Terrorism

The definition of terrorism is:  ‘the use of violence or intimidation, against civilians, for the use of political, religious or ideological aims.’

· Terrorism is acts of violence and terror that are intended to terrorise and disrupt a civilian population.  It is usually perpetrated by extremists – those who hold extreme political or religious view points.
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Religious responses?

All major religions reject terrorism as deeply immoral and entirely against the will of God.  It is a hate crime and denies the sanctity of life.  It is destructive and causes horrible suffering and fear and has no place in a civilised society.

Often after a terrorist attack religious people join together to condemn the actions and show unity – after the Manchester bombing leaders from different religions joined together.  Others acted on their own out of compassion, like the Sikh taxi driver who worked for free to help on the the night.
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Other religious people will work to try and stop young people being radicalised.  They may believe in the importance of teaching young people to be critical and to think for themselves and to identify any young person who is expressing worrying points of view.

Catholic Church 

Pope Francis said:  “The killing of the innocent, whatever the motivation, must be absolutely and unconditionally condemned.” 

“the path of violence and hatred does not resolve the problems of humanity.” Moreover, “the use of God’s name to justify this path is a blasphemy.” 

Pope St. John Paul II spoke in similar terms in his message for the 2002 World Day of Peace: “No religious leader can condone terrorism, and much less preach it.”

Islam

The Muslim Council of Britain have said (after the Westminster Bridge attack) “This attack was cowardly and depraved. There is no justification for this act whatsoever. The best response to this outrage is to make sure we come together in solidarity and not allow the terrorists to divide us.”

“I hope my Muslim brothers and sisters will reach out to fellow Londoners and Britons in solidarity to demonstrate that such hatred will not defeat our way of life.”

 “The killing of innocent victims should be condemned by everyone. We must stand together against those people who would use this incident to spread extremist views and also those who would spread fear and hate within our society. Hopefully, this will unite us against all kinds of extremism, hate and racism.”

The bottom line might be that acts of terrorism is NEVER morally acceptable, it deliberately targets civilians and is done out of hatred.

Peace Makers – forgiveness and reconciliation

· Religion has often focused not just on the morality of War, or lack of it but how they can prompt and work for peace.
· Martin Luther King is an obvious example of a Xn who worked for peace.  Another example is Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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· Eventually, after years of protest and imprisoning the leader of the African National Congress (ANC), Nelson Mandela for 27 years Apartheid finished.  But how was S Africa going to recover and heal from being a divided country?  How were going to avoid the population descending into revenge and civil war?  Desmond Tutu set up the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
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· He goes further to talk about the need for forgiveness – he believed that had the black S. Africans turned to revenge and retribution the country would be in dust and ashes to look to forgiveness is a much better alternative.  Forgiveness would allow the country to heal and be reconciled so that it could build a peaceful and just future.  
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      Another story is that of Gee and Dominique Walker who chose to forgive the murders of Anthony Walker, a 18 year old student.  Their view was that as Xns they didn’t really have a choice – ‘Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’  ‘How many times should we forgive?  Seven?  Jesus replies seventy times seven’   In other words, we shouldn’t keep count:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raG6eIL-LM0  

Religious organisations who support victims of War
Xns and other religions have a long history of helping those who are victims of War, including soldiers but also those civilians caught up in War.

In World War I Quakers and other xns (and other faiths/no faith) pacifists were often stretcher bearers – risking their lives to help others – loving their neighbours.

Today there are many charities that help victims, especially children like War Child https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZnBgWd_R2g  
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  [image: image20.png]We aim to reach children as early as possible when conflict
breaks out, and stay on to support them - long after the TV
cameras have gone home.

We help keep them safe, give them an education, and equip them with skills for the
future.

We understand children's needs, respect their rights, and put them at the centre of
everything we do. Whether it's helping Syrian children access education, rehabilitating
ex-child soldiers in the Central African Republic or seeking justice for young people
detained in Afghanistan.

We also work with children and young people to change systems and practices that
affect them. We campaign on the root causes of conflict, and we demand that children

are at the centre of all humanitarian responses.

Our vital, life-changing work covers four main areas:
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Does Religion cause War and Violence?
This is a complex question and it may be tempting to think that either the answer is ‘yes’ or ‘no’ – but we’re a bit more sophisticated than a radio phone in or a Jeremy Kyle show.  So, the best answers would probably acknowledge that Religion has and does cause War and conflict in some circumstances but that it is not the ONLY cause and probably not the BIGGEST cause.

They may also point out that Religion has been force for good in the world too.
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· Above we have the Ku Klux Klan, the Westbo’rough Baptist Church, the IRA and the Twin Towers – all conflicts caused by particular extremist religious views.   Others may argue that these extreme beliefs are not really religious they just religion as an excuse for horrible, racist, homophobic, sectarian viewpoints to hide behind.

· Many religious people may point out that Religion has been a force for good – as well as offering millions of people hope and purpose in their lives it has also driven changes in things like child labour laws, slavery laws, legalising homosexuality, setting up charities – even in the recent cold weather many Churches, Mosques, Sikh Temples etc. have open their doors and offered food and shelter to the homeless.

· Richard Dawkins believes that it is Religion that is at the heart of most War and conflict because it discourages people from thinking for themselves and teaches certainty – the idea that ‘I am right and you are wrong’ which leads to conflict and violence.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfYrNz3zhno  
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It seeks to oppress certain groups and restricts the freedom of certain members of the community – women wearing the burka, not allowing gay people to be married, not allowing women to be Priests.

If you’re interested have a look at this article:  https://newhumanist.org.uk/articles/4848/have-world-religions-been-the-cause-of-violence-throughout-the-ages 

Religion and belief in 21st century 


• Religion and belief as a cause of war and violence in the contemporary world 


• Nuclear weapons, including nuclear deterrence


• The use of weapons of mass destruction 


• Religion and peace-making in the contemporary world including the work of individuals influenced by religious teaching


• Religious responses to the victims of war including the work of one present day religious organisation. 





Amnesty try to raise awareness of abuses of human rights, report these and put pressure on governments to do something about it.  Here is a poster about child soldiers – they also campaign for prisons who are held without trial, or in prison because of their religious or political beliefs.





Many saw Holy War as immoral since you were effectively saying that everyone on ‘God’s side’ was good and everyone on the other side was ‘evil’ – justifying all sorts of terrible violence – like the Crusades which went on for a long time and achieved nothing.





In the Middle Ages Thomas Aquinas devised something called ‘Just War Theory’.  Aquinas saw the appalling suffering caused by the idea of Holy War caused and believed that there should be an assumption that War was wrong unless it was being fought for Just reasons.  The purpose was to bring about good, protect the innocent and destroy evil.








Arch Bishop John Baptist Odama, warns that War is no longer possible because it’s too big a risk:  


“Any War is destruction and there is no justice in destruction.”





Others say MAD is MAD!!!!!!  These weapons make the world less safe and cost billions that should be spent on better things.  


Pope Francis says that possessing these weapons is ‘irrational’.








Put away your swords!  All who take the sword will die by the sword!





Joseph Olejak, an American Quaker refused to pay his taxes in 1994 because he didn’t want any of his money going to fund War or the military.  He was prompted to do it when he heard the American Secretary of State, Madeline Allbright, say that the death of ¼ of million Iraqi children was justified in the Iraq war.





Ernesto Cardenal was a Catholic Priest (and poet) who lived in Nicaragua and protested against the unjust regime that kept its people in poverty.  He believed that God wanted xns to stand-up for the poor people and if necessary use violence, as a last resort, to achieve justice.


He believed that God wanted justice and said ‘God is on the side of poor’, ‘you can’t be for God and be neutral.’  He believed that as a xn you couldn’t ‘sit on the fence’ but had to choose sides.





Examples of terrorist acts include the Manchester bombing at the Ariana Grande concert, the Westminster Bridge attack in the UK and the Twin Towers attack and the killing of the workers at the publication Charlie Hebdo in Paris, among many.








The cause of terrorism is complex:


It seems that the most common group who become terrorists are young men, they are often well educated but feel that they do not really have a place in society, that they are excluded and may struggle to really find their own identity – add a cocktail of brain washing by religious or political extremists as well as unemployment or other problems then the consequences can be toxic.





Tutu lived in South Africa when there was a system of Apartheid – separation of black and white S. Africans – with black people not having equal rights or the vote.  They couldn’t live where they wanted to and any protests were brutally put down by the white S African police.  There were terrible abuses of power and suffering.





The Truth and Reconciliation Commission set up hearings where the victims and perpetrators could tell their stories, openly and honestly.  Tutu believed that it was the best way to deal with their past so that the ‘wounds’ wouldn’t fester and instead heal.


He argues that it is a moral universe where good will prevail – watch here:  � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raG6eIL-LM0" ��https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raG6eIL-LM0�








� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBIS2mj0vQ4" ��https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBIS2mj0vQ4�  The Red Cross and the Red Crescent are organisations (originally Xn and Muslim)  that offer medical  treatment and protection for those caught up in fighting.  They use these symbols (and the Red Crystal) to indicate that they are neutral and not involved in the actual War.  They also check up on prisoners of war and contact family to let them know their loved ones are being held.  �








