December 2020

GCSE English Literature Exam Board change for Y and Z sets in 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

In August, Ofqual confirmed that there will be changes to the 2021 GCSE English Literature series due to the impact of the Lockdown and missed school time. Exam boards have responded in different ways by adjusting their examination series. 

I have seen this as an opportunity to re-evaluate which examination board best meets the needs of our students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the taught texts.

Therefore, students in Y and Z sets in English will be moving from AQA to Pearson Edexcel. This decision is based on the following reasons:

1) With Pearson Edexcel, there is no compulsory poetry unit. Students will not have to learn the poems from the Power and Conflict poetry anthology, or spend time developing their skills to respond to, and compare, Unseen Poetry.

2) As there is less content to cover with Pearson Edexcel, it means that we have extra teaching time to deepen students’ understanding of the texts they do study (Shakespeare, An Inspector Calls or Animal Farm, A Christmas Carol) and to give us more time for the GCSE in English Language.

3) The questions on Shakespeare and A Christmas Carol are broken down into parts to scaffold students’ responses ensuring that they answer on the extract and the whole text.

4) When we trialled the different question structures in October, students liked this approach as it helped focus their answers and felt less intimidating.

5) Students who take this GCSE pathway will not be disadvantaged should they choose to apply for Sixth Form or to take A Level English Literature (as long as they meet the course requirements).

6) It is a valid GCSE and the full range of Grades is still available (9 – 1).


How the Exam Papers will be structured:

	Paper 1
· 1 hour 45 minutes
· Monday 7th June, 2021

	Section A: Shakespeare (Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet)
Section B: An Inspector Calls or Animal Farm

	Paper 2
· 1 hour 20 minutes
· Monday 21st June, 2021

	A Christmas Carol






Where can I access more information?

This letter, as well as the information your child has seen is available on the English section of the school’s website.

Also, you can find more information and example examination papers on the Pearson website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015/summer-2021-exam-support.html 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
How is the English Department supporting students with these changes?

· All teachers of Y and Z set students are undertaking training in these qualifications.
· Students will be provided with a Revision Planner from December – May to support them in planning and completing their revision.
· Students will see example responses to exam questions so they know what good responses look like.
· The additional time gained in the curriculum presents us with the opportunity to practise exam questions more and become more confident with the content.
· Students will have the chance to sit both papers in the February Mocks in the same way they will be issued in the summer.
· Revision sessions will be available as recordings for students to access via PHHS Live in 2021.

Dates for your diary:

English Literature Mock Exams (Paper 1 and Paper 2): Tuesday 9th February, 2021
Year 11 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 11th March, 2021

As always, thank you for your continued support.





Mr D. Findlay
Head of English




