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Check Exam Technique

1. How long should you spend reading and understanding the 

extract before you start writing? 15 mins

2. How long should you spend on Section A: Reading? 45 mins

3. How long should you spend in Section. B: Writing? 45 mins

4. What are you asked to analyse in Question 2? What does this 

mean? Language – words/phrases/techniques + effect

5. What are you asked to analyse in Question 3? What does this 

mean? Structure – what the writer focuses the reader’s attention 

on at start/middle/end

6. Of the four reading questions, which answer should be longest? 

Why? Question 4 – it is worth 20 marks

7. What MUST you do before writing your answer to Question 5? 

Plan!
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• As we read through the texts for 10 minutes, 
use your highlighter to find:

•

•

•

•

•



Check your understanding

1. Who is the main 

character?

2. Where is she?

3. What is she doing?

4. What is the weather like?

5. Describe the 

atmosphere.

6. Find a turning point in the 

extract.

7. Find a flash-forward.

8. What is left unsaid at the 

end?



QUESTION 1: 
1. Focussed on a small section of the text.

2. You’re asked to identify 4 pieces of 

information from that section.

3. Most will be explicit – but it won’t 

necessarily be easy to find.

4. It is a very obvious and straightforward 

question – so don’t over-think it.

5. Must write your answers as a sentence for 

them to be valid – one word answers will 

not get the marks.

5 mins4 marks



Question 1: The Rules

 Underline the key words of the question.

 Draw a box around the area.

 Find FOUR things. 

 Write in short, complete sentences.



QUESTION 1: 5 mins4 marks

ALICE HAS A WATER BOTTLE

ALICE DRINKS IN GREAT GULPS

THERE IS A HEAT HAZE

CICADAS THE CICADAS ARE HIDDEN IN THE SHADE



QUESTION 2: 
1. Focusses on a small section of the text which is 

reprinted in the question paper.

2. This is just like Question 3 on paper 2 and starts with: 

‘How does the writer use language to…’

3. You have to analyse language choices, language 

features, sentence forms/types and explore the 

effect these create in the text and on the reader.

4.  2 or 3 X PETAZE   

(Point/Evidence/Terminology/Analyse/Zoom/Effect

) paragraphs
Top TIP: What is absolutely essential for this question is 

that you focus on the EFFECT of language choices on 

the reader..

10 mins8 marks



• Triple

• Contrast

• Hyperbole

• Simile

• Metaphor

• Onomatopoeia

• Repetition 

• Personification 

• Pathetic fallacy

• Oxymoron 

• Rhetorical 

question

• Emotive 

language

• Verbs

• Adjectives

• Adverbs

Question 2 – Language Methods



Question 2: The Rules

 Underline the key words of the question.

 Choose three quotations.

 Analyse at one or two things about each 

quotation and EXPLAIN THE EFFECT.

 Link it back to the question.

 Include terminology (adjective, simile, verb…).

 DO NOT EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF WORDS

Firstly, the writer uses a ___________ to describe 

the _________ as ______________. For example, 

”_________________”. This suggests…



QUESTION 2 EXAMPLE RESPONSE
The writer uses negative language used to describe 

the mountain area in the summer.

For example, it says ‘The sun has flattened the land into

submission’

This creates the effect that the sun is so intense that it 

has overwhelmed the land, crushing any sign of green 

life out of it so that all that now remains is scorched 

brown.

Do this 3 times and you’ll get 8/8

So that’s about 9 sentences.



QUESTION 3: 
1. You have to analyse HOW the text is structured and WHY

the author chose to structure it in this way – exploring the 

effect these choices have.

2. Focusses on the whole text and you must refer to the 

whole text in your response (beginning and end as a 

minimum!)

3. The question provides bullet points to help your response 

and you should use these to guide you.

4. You have to identify structural features used and analyse 

the effects these create. NOT LANGUAGE TECHNIQUES.

5. Your answer should ensure it covers each of these points: 

Beginning, Middle, End, Reader = BMER. 

You should aim to include structural words like FOCUS and 
SHIFT. 

10 mins8 marks 
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STRUCTURAL METHODS

• Flashback

• Narrative 
perspective

• Beginning

• Middle

• End

• Mood/atmosphere

• Changes in time

• Zooming in/out

• Foreshadowing

• With-holding information

• Order of information

• Dialogue 

• Setting

• Introducing characters

• Cyclical structure

• Cliff hangers



Question 3: The Rules

 Follow the three bullet points.

 Reference line numbers/paragraphs.

 Think about what the writer focuses our 

attention on and why she/he might do this.

At the start of the extract, the writer focuses our 

attention on… This… Then, on line ____, the focus 

shifts to… This…





Question 3: Structure

What does the writer focus your attention on at the start?

• Protagonist Alice / extreme heat / widens focus to 

exposed location.

How does this focus change?

• Line 5 – focus on seasonal change of area.

• Line 12 – focus shifts to colleagues feeling pessmistic

• Line 24 – sharp turning point when she reveals she may 

have found something. Sense of hope and excitement.

• Ending – focus on Alice working hard on her discovery, 
but what it is is left unsaid.

Any other structural features?

• Line 34 – flash-forward. Shows how important this 

moment will be in her future. 



QUESTION 3 EXAMPLE RESPONSE

The writer begins and ends the text by focusing on a single 

character, Alice, in the mountains of France. 

She is drinking water ‘in great gulps’ due to the heat, then it 

immediately zooms out to show the view, with the heat haze 

shimmering ‘below’ Alice and ‘above her’, the endless blue sky. 

This early emphasis on her immediate surroundings could make it 

appear initially as if she is alone in a vast, endless space. As if she 

is isolated and vulnerable to the conditions.

However, as the text develops, the setting changes SHIFTS two 

locations, the higher slope where Alice is digging and the lower 

slopes where her colleagues are in the main camp, so we 

understand that she is part of a group and therefore safe. The 

final paragraph is similar to the first, except now, because the 

‘sun climbs higher in the sky, and the temperature rises’, the 

uncomfortable conditions are even more intense.

*The bits highlighted in red show us the BEGINNING MIDDLE and 

END



QUESTION 4: 
1. Tests your ability to evaluate texts critically (AO4) and relies on your 

ability to make a judgement about the writer’s choices (it draws on 

the skills from AO1, AO2 & AO3).

2. The question focuses on part of the extract and provides a critical 

statement and you are asked ‘to what extent do you agree?’ You 

should try to AGREE with the statement mostly, but you can disagree 

too.

3. You need to demonstrate your understanding of what the writer 

INTENDED to achieve and EVALUATE the effectiveness of the 

methods/choices the writer made to achieve these effects.

4. To do well here, you need to offer a personal response and explore 

the writer’s choices in depth to show an appreciation of the writing.

5. This question is worth 25% of the paper, so it needs to be 

approached carefully  and thoughtfully.

6. Write 2 or 3 PETAZEL paragraphs. PETAZEL = POINT, EVIDENCE, 

TERMINOLOGY, ANALYSE, ZOOM, EFFECT, LINK

20 mins20 marks
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Question 4 – Writer’s Methods

Language 

Techniques

(from 

Question 2)

Structural 

Techniques

(from 

Question 3)



Question 4: The Rules

 Underline the key words of the question.

 Try and break the statement down into TWO 

PARTS (LOOK FOR THE CONNECTIVE ‘AND’).
 If possible, write two paragraphs about the 

first statement and two about the second.

 Include analysis of language/structure with 

terminology.

 Write as much as you can in the time left.



How much? You could say I completely agree, I somewhat agree, I partially 

agree…

This means exploring methods and 

using quotations





Question 4: Evaluation
A reader said, ‘This part of the story, where Alice decides 

to continue digging for the object, is very mysterious, and 

suggests her discovery may be life-changing.’ 

This part of the story is 

mysterious
Noun “something” – vague.

“Glinting” – magical.

“Giant hand” – unknown 

source.

“She can’t make out” – can’t 

predict, unaware.

Alice keeps it a secret, adding 

to mystery.

Ends with the strange sounds 

“Scrape”, “whine” and “buzz”

It may be life-changing

Adverb “hopefully” – new sense 

of hope and optimism. 

Turning point on line 24 – big 

change. Emphasis on Alice 

proving herself, acting 

independently from her friends. 

Flashforward on line 34 – shows 

the event will be momentous.

Verb “wonder” – she will have 

to think carefully about the 

discovery.



QUESTION 4 EXAMPLE RESPONSE

I agree to a great extent that a sense of mystery is 

created through the writer’s use of vague language to 

describe what she has found. 

For example ‘she can’t make out what the object is, 

even how big it is’. 

The words ‘object’ and ‘it’ create a sense of secrecy as 

they give no indication of what it could be. This heightens 

the mystery behind the object and entices the reader.

Furthermore, this sense of mystery is maintained by 

ending the source on a cliff-hanger: we know that Alice 

will look back on this day and therefore reminds us of the 

object’s importance. However, we are not informed if the 

discovery is a positive one or has negative 

consequences. This adds to the mystery of the object 

and what happens to Alice next.

3 or 4 quality PETAZEL paragraphs = Grade 7+ answer



LO: exploring how to approach 

this question



QUESTION 5: 
1. You are given two questions and you choose ONE: 

writing to describe (based on a picture) or writing to 

narrate.

2. This section is worth 50% of this paper and 25% of the 

whole GCSE so it’s very important we get it right.

3. It is testing AO5 and AO6 (content and organisation of 

ideas along with technical skills).

4. You should write between 1.5 to 2.5 pages – but the aim 

is to write a complete response, one that ties together 

nicely and shows off all your skills.

45 mins40 marks



QUESTION 5

Opportunity to 

apply Reading 

Skills from 

Questions 2 – 4 

into your own 

piece of 

writing.



Planning - Description

Whole 
picture

Zoom 1

Zoom 2Zoom 3

Zoom 4 – link 
to something 

from start

Structure:
Structure is also about 

linking your ideas, so 

you will need to use a 

connecting phrase 

where the arrows are. 

For example:

‘At the centre of it all…’

‘Above him…’
‘Below…’



Planning - Narrative

When writing a 

narrative, work 

out your story 

mountain.

You could 

make it more 

impressive by 

starting at the 

end and using a 

flashback to 

describe how 

you got there.



Paper 1 Question 5 Sentence Starters

Later…

Earlier…

In an instant…

Suddenly…

FLASH BACK:

My mind drifted back to…

I began to recall…

I gazed into the distance, 

visualising…

I was jolted back to…

My mind refocussed on…

I realised that I was…

Just hours earlier…

A flashback shows you 

have control of your 

writing. That you can 

develop and layer your 

ideas further.



PLAN Plan carefully to control your writing and to avoid
waffling. Control the pace and the direction of your story.

HOOK the examiner: start with a strong statement, question or
dramatic event, withhold important information to reveal
later…

DON’T GO OVERBOARD: no celebrities, bank robberies or
random murders! Stick to 1 climactic event, a short period in
time (minutes or an hour), have a maximum of 2 realistic
characters.

DIALOGUE (speech) should only be used sparingly - a few lines
only. Avoid “he/she said”. Do not create a full conversation.

THE IMAGE IS A SPRINGBOARD: just because the image is of a
shark, doesn’t mean you need to write about a shark attack!
The image is just for inspiration. An image of a shark could lead
to a piece about fear, hunting, or skill, for instance!

Paper 1 Question 5 TOP TIPS



USE TOPIC PARAGRAPHS and end them with a signal sentence
as to what’s to come so that your writing is fluid.

VARY sentence starters (-ly, -ing) and structures (short,
compound, complex). Don’t always start with the subject.

TENSE must be controlled – stay in the same tense throughout
unless changed for effect. Even then, do so very carefully as if
this is not done correctly it can confuse your reader and make
your writing difficult to follow.

CHECK YOUR WORK for missing words, misspellings,
grammatical errors and punctuation.

EFFECTIVE ENDING: link to the opening in some way (e.g.
repeat the sentence you started with, or change it slightly),
return to the same idea you began with or twist it.

Paper 1 Question 5 TOP TIPS



SPAG – Top Tips for Easy Marks

• Vary sentences – some long, some short. Have 
a sentence stand alone sentence (see the 
example).

• Use colons for lists – do you know how to use 
them? Colons get you lots of marks in exams 
for a number of things: using challenging 
punctuation, varying the pace and style of 
your writing, adding depth to your range of 
sentences. 

• Use semi colons too; examiners love them! 

• Ellipsis can be effective too…



Read the example and try and spot language and structural methods used.



Write a description suggested by the 

picture:



Write a description suggested by the 

picture:



• Write a story titled The Calm Before the Storm.

• Write the opening of a story about the greatest show on 

earth.

• Write a story about a close encounter with danger.

• Write a story about someone who is lost.

• Write a story about an abandoned place.

• Write a story about a journey.

• Write a story that starts: It was an extraordinary day, a 

day like no other before or after it…

• Write a story about a place affected by a disaster.

• Write a story set on a dark night.



WHAT CAN I DO TONIGHT?

PHHS Live

• Detailed lessons on how to answer each question

• Extra practice questions

BLOGS

https://aceyourexams.wordpress.com/2017-eng-lang-p1/ includes videos to 

help you.

https://thelearningprofession.wordpress.com/category/aqa-english-

language-paper-1-section-a/ detailed and worked-through example 

responses

http://learningfrommymistakesenglish.blogspot.com/2018/05/exam-hacks-

paper-1-writing.html Excellent advice on writing creatively and use of 

language.

https://mrhansonsenglish.wordpress.com/2017/05/27/year-11-writing-for-

language-paper-1-question-5/ Good advice with examples.

YOUTUBE

Search ‘AQA English Language Paper 1’ and lots of videos will pop up.

https://aceyourexams.wordpress.com/2017-eng-lang-p1/
https://thelearningprofession.wordpress.com/category/aqa-english-language-paper-1-section-a/
http://learningfrommymistakesenglish.blogspot.com/2018/05/exam-hacks-paper-1-writing.html
https://mrhansonsenglish.wordpress.com/2017/05/27/year-11-writing-for-language-paper-1-question-5/
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