November 2021
SCHOOL YEAR 2021/22
NEWSLETTER NO. 2
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),
I hope that this second newsletter of the academic year finds
you and your families safe and well.
During the first half of this term it has been good to experience
some return to normality in terms of school life and our usual
routines. The atmosphere in school has been excellent, with
students focusing very well upon their studies. Year 9 have
settled in very well since joining us in September, and Mr
Roleston and his team are very pleased with the progress they
are making. Similarly, Mrs Webb is delighted with the way in
which our new Year 12 students have adapted to Sixth Form life
at Prince Henry’s.
We are delighted that some mainstays of the school’s enrichment
programmes have been able to restart, with many extracurricular activities taking place, as well as the reintroduction
of some sporting fixtures. One particular highlight of the last
half term was the school’s first Public Speaking Competition.
This saw students from all year groups participating in a series
of workshops designed to develop their oracy skills under the
guidance of an expert in public speaking, as well as Mr Findlay
and Mrs Barker. This culminated in a Grand Finale held in the
Henrician Theatre on 8th October 2021 in front of an audience
comprising students from Year 12, a small number of invited
guests and governors, as well as our judges and Lord Faulkner
of Worcester, who presented prizes to all the finalists.
Parents/Carers’ Evenings are now well-established as online
events and so far this term, these have been held for Years 11
and 13, as well as meetings with Year 9 and 12 Form Tutors.
We remain very mindful of the risk that COVID-19 still poses
to the whole community and, in response to the spike in cases
that occurred in the Wychavon area in October, we made the
decision to move our planned Whole School Open Evening to an
online-only event, given that it would have meant a significant
number of people from outside the school community visiting
the school. This was very well-received, with over 800 website
hits. Our inaugural Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 4th
November 2021 was able to proceed as a live event, given that
its primary audience was our own Year 11 students and their
parents/carers. Again, this was a very successful event. I would
like to thank Mr Dyer for all his help in producing the videos
and online content for these events.

PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

Our new Design & Technology (left) & Grove Building (right).
Solar Panels on Abbey Building (centre).

Overseas School Trips
Climate Change

With the COP 26 Conference currently taking place in
Glasgow, the crucial issue of climate change and its effect
on the environment is very much in everybody’s minds at the
moment. From our conversations in tutor time, in lessons, as
well as through the House and Learning Councils and Interact,
we understand how important this is to our students, as well as
staff and the wider community.
At Prince Henry’s, we do share the very real concerns about
the impact of climate change and, during the last few years, Replaced windows in the School &
within the constraints of school funding, we have taken every
Holland Buildings
opportunity to reduce the school’s carbon footprint as part of our
building programme. We are also looking for ways in which we
can further improve the school’s environmental sustainability. So
far we have: replaced windows in the School and Holland with
double glazing; the new Grove and DT blocks were designed to
be heat and light efficient; all lights in school buildings are now
LED to reduce energy consumption; Burlingham has been fitted
with a more energy efficient heat evaporation system, rather
than air conditioning; this year the roofs on Abbey, Henry’s and
the main foyer have been replaced to promote energy efficiency
Burlingham Building fitted with a
and solar panels have been installed on the roof of Abbey. This
heat evaporation system.
academic year we are also planning to submit a bid to replace
our existing ageing boilers with modern, more energy efficient
models. Finally, where we can (and subject to planning permission), we have sought to use sustainable
materials whenever possible. This is most obvious in the construction of the Pavilion classrooms and
the new Conference Centre.
The school has worked to protect well-established trees on and around the school site, and has plans to
plant a significant number of additional trees. There are also upcoming plans to create a wild meadow
area.
A new Sustainability Club, led by Miss Smedley, is being launched this term and we anticipate that
a significant number of students will want to become involved in its activities which will focus not
just upon making the school more environmentally friendly, but looking at ways in which our school
community and the individuals within it can make a contribution to reducing the impact of climate
change.

Overseas School Trips

In relation to the ongoing risks of the pandemic, I wrote to parents and carers on 20th October 2021
advising that the school has taken the difficult decision to postpone the Sixth Form USA trip that had
been planned for February 2022. I also advised that the earliest overseas trips organised by the school
will now be in February 2023, when we are planning for the ski trip, plus the rescheduled USA trip to
take place.
Educational trips within the UK are being planned for the coming months, and the relevant students
will receive information about these as and when they happen.

Staff Update

Congratulations to Miss Salter, who was recently married, and is now Mrs Salter-Coombe.
Congratulations too, to Mrs Kirby and her family following the recent birth of her daughter.
Earlier in the term, we said goodbye to Mr Samrai, but have been delighted to welcome Dr Titahmboh
back to Prince Henry’s as a member of the ICT Department.

School Uniform

We are very proud of the school uniform worn by our students in the lower school and Sixth Form.
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring that our students come to school smartly dressed
every day.

Attendance

Despite Covid and the recent spike in confirmed cases within the Wychavon area, I have been very
pleased with the level of student attendance since the start of term. The attendance statistics for Prince
Henry’s (currently 91%) compare extremely favourably to the national figures which stood at 87.6%
as at 14th October.
I thank you for all your support with this, and I cannot emphasise enough the fact that good attendance
to school significantly correlates to success. I must also thank Mrs Jennings our Attendance Officer and
Mrs Haskell our Education Welfare Officer for the sterling work that they do.

Homework

Detailed information about homework approaches on a subject by subject basis is given in the Parents
& Students/Home School Agreement and Homework area of our website.
As a reminder, I have also posted copies of the letters which were sent home to Year 9, 10 and 11 parents
at the start of term regarding homework onto the website in the same area. Homework reinforces what
is learned in class. It goes without saying that if students adopt good working practices at home this
inevitably enhances their overall learning and performance.
We encourage all parents to support good attitudes to learning at home.

Year 13 and Year 11 Internal Exams and Summer 2022 Exam Information

Mrs Webb and Mrs Thorner inform me that the vast majority of our Year 13 and Year 11 students are
making excellent progress and we are looking forward to a high level of attainment from them in their
exams next summer. It is very important that they now maintain focus on achieving the challenging target
grades my colleagues have set them and, as these will be the first externally set public examinations
that the students will have taken, we will be ensuring that as much support is put in place as possible
to make sure that each student has the opportunity to attain their full potential.
A crucial part of their preparation will be the forthcoming internal exams. Details of the planned exam
schedules for all year groups for the 2021/22 academic year can be found in the Exams area of the
website. This term, Year 13 internal exams will be taking place between 22nd and 26th November
2021, whilst Year 11 internal exams will be held between 30th November and 10th December 2021.
Mr Freeman will be speaking to Year 11 students in assembly, emphasizing the importance of spending
quality time upon independent study in the build-up to both their mock and final examinations. If they
do this, they will reap the rewards next summer. It goes without saying that thorough revision will be
essential for these exams.
Ofqual have advised that, provisionally, GCSE exams will take place between 16th May and 23rd June
2022, with GCE (A Levels) taking place between 23rd May and 24th June 2022 and AS Level exams
taking place between 16th May and 10th June 2022. We do not have the exact timetable as yet and
further information will be posted in the Exams Information area of the school website, as soon as it is
available.

Training to be a Teacher

As you may be aware, at the start of term, Prince Henry’s welcomed its fifth cohort of 16 trainee teachers
as part of our SCITT Status (School-Centred Initial Teacher Training) and they are all settling very well
into their respective training programmes. Working closely with an alliance of other First, Middle and
High Schools, SCITT status means that we are able to recruit, train and “grow our own” teachers and
the application process is now open for those looking to commence training in September 2022. If
you, or someone known to you, is interested in a career in teaching, please see the full details in the
Teacher Training (SCITT) area of our website, or contact Mr Duffy, the Director of SCITT, at the school.

Interact Crocus Planting with Rotary Evesham

Interact

The school’s Interact group is part of Rotary International. It is
a vibrant and core part of the school community, comprising
a large number of students from all year groups. Interactors
develop their leadership skills and have fun while carrying
out service projects.
Events are planned by the students to meet the following
aims:
• Taking action to make a difference in your school and
community
• Discovering new cultures and promote international
understanding
• Making new friends in the community and from around
the world
Despite the Covid restrictions that were in place for so much
of the last academic year, Interact organised events which
raised over £1,700 for charity, with much of this going to
Children in Need, and the rest being shared between a
number of local charities, as well as the India Covid appeal.
Our chosen charities for this year are Magic Breakfast,
inspired by Marcus Rashford’s work raising awareness of the
need for books and breakfast for school children, and WWF
(World Wide Fund for Nature) to support environmental
projects tackling climate change.

Interact has planned a full programme of events for this academic year. So far £127 has been raised
for Macmillan and tutor groups are busy filling Christmas shoeboxes. Thousands of crocus bulbs have
been planted by Interact on the riverside to mark Purple for Polio campaign and vaccinate children
around the world. Interact is looking forward to welcoming Working World for an activity afternoon
soon. Thank you to all parents and students for supporting Interact events. You may want to note in
your diary two evening events that will be taking place in the Henrician Theatre: tickets will soon be
on sale for Drop the Mic on Friday 3rd December, whilst A Night at the Oscars will be happening on
the evening of Wednesday 16th February 2022.
Thank you to all of the students involved with Interact and to Mrs Taylor, Mrs Lungley, Miss Griffiths
and Mrs De Silva Morgan for all the support that they give to the group.

Reminder - Procedure for School Closure

As winter approaches, I want to remind you of our emergency school closure routine. As well as
communicating any closure via our website and local radio stations, we will also text parents with key
information. Following the introduction of online learning as a result of the pandemic, the intention
is that, in the event of a school closure due to severe weather, lessons will be able to continue in
line with the normal school timetable either via Microsoft Teams, or with work being set through
ShowMyHomework.

Mobile Phones & Electronic Devices

Mobile phones/electronic devices are a distraction to the learning process and are not required during
school time. In Years 9 – 11 inclusive, these devices must not be used in school. Any mobile phone/
electronic device in plain sight will be confiscated and only returned to the appropriate parent/carer
who will need to collect it from the school office. Any mobile phone or other device that is brought
into school is entirely at the risk of the student. The school will not be responsible for any loss or
damage to the device.

Parent View

I am drawing Parent View to your attention, because your voice will be
essential in terms of the judgement Prince Henry’s receives in its next
inspection. As you know, my colleagues and I have been very impressed
with the way our students contribute to the school and the vast majority of
students we meet and talk to seem very content and happy in their learning.
The survey is not designed to receive complaints about the school. Parents
who wish to make a complaint or have a serious concern regarding their
child, should contact the school in the normal way and ask for the Head of
Year. If you are a parent or carer, you simply need your email address and a
password to register on the Parent View website at http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or by clicking on the
Parent View logo on this page. This link will take you straight there. Once your login has been activated
it only takes a few minutes to rate Prince Henry’s against the 12 questions. You can also look at the
views of some of our other parents. My staff and I would be very appreciative for five minutes of your
time to kindly complete this survey for us. Thank you for your support with this.
YEAR 11 REWARDS TEA PARTY

View our Sixth Form
Online Digital Prospectus

SIXTH

Diary Dates

Thursday 18th November			
22nd – 26th November 			
Monday 29th November 			
30th November – 10th December			
Friday 3rd December			
Tuesday 14th December 			
Friday 17th December			
Tuesday 4th January 2022			
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Dr A Evans
Headteacher

Careers Fair, 6pm – 8.30pm
Year 13 Internal Exams
TED (School closed to students)
Year 11 Internal Exams
Interact: Drop the Mic, 6.30pm, Henrician Theatre
Christmas Concert, 6.30pm, Henrician Theatre
Term Ends at 12.45pm
Spring Term begins (Week Two)

