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A-level Sociology will help you to make sense of the society we live in and understand the 

cultural and identity issues that affect us all. Sociologists are interested in why society works 

the way that it does and the extent to which our behaviour – and even opportunities – can 

be shaped by our social class, age, gender and ethnicity. You will also discover how social 

institutions such as the education system, the media and law influences the process of 

identity formation and how people think and act.  

 

 

What does the course involve? 

 
At AS-level, there are two examinations, each worth 50% of your AS qualification. Each 

exam lasts for 1 hour 30 minutes and is worth 60 marks. The exams consist of short answer 

and extended writing questions. 

 

 

The A-level course is assessed by three examinations, each account for one third of your 

A-level grade. The three exams last 2 hours and are worth 80 marks each. The exams consist 

of short answer and extended writing questions. 

 

 

Paper one: Education with theory and methods 

 

Paper two: Topics in Sociology – Health and The Media 

 

Paper three: Crime and deviance with theory and methods 

 

 

Year 1 

 
Introduction to Sociology 

You will begin the Sociology A-level by looking at basic concepts and themes in the study 

of society such as socialisation, culture, identity and social differentiation. You will briefly 

explore different sociological perspectives such as Marxism, Feminism and Functionalism. 

 

Education with theory and methods 

You will consider the role and function of the education system in the UK. Students will 

examine, compare, analyse and evaluate the differential achievements of different social 

groups e.g. by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society. You will also learn 

how to apply your own sociology research methods to the study of education.  

 

Towards the end of Year 12, you will look at a range of other issues such as ethical issues, 

the nature of ‘social facts’, consensus and conflict theories, debates about subjectivity and 

objectivity, and the relationship between Sociology and social policy. 

 

Sociology Course Content 



 

Health  

You will study the social construction of health, illness and disability. Students will examine 

the unequal social distribution of health chances in the UK by social class, ethnicity and 

region. You will look at inequalities in the provision of, and access to, health care in 

contemporary society. You will also study the nature and social distribution of mental illness. 

 

Research methods 

You will learn how to conduct our own sociological research, from interviews to reviewing 

documents and official statistics. 

 

 

Year 2 

 
Crime and deviance 

You will learn about criminal and deviant behaviour, discovering the differences between 

crime and deviance and how they are linked to social order and social control. Students 

will study patterns and trends in crime, globalisation and crime in contemporary society, 

the media and crime, and crime control, surveillance, prevent and punishment.  

 

The Media 

Students will study the term ‘new media’, examining what it involves and its role in 

contemporary society. You will look at the relationship between ownership and control of 

the mass media, evaluating the views of different sociological perspectives. Students will 

also study the nature, causes and trends of media representations of age, social class, 

ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability. 
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