
 

 

 

 
 

What is Psychology? 

 Have you ever wondered why some people suffer 
from mental illness and not others? 

 Or why some people obey destructive orders? 

 Or perhaps if the experiences you had before the age 
of five really do shape the person you are today? 

Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour, so 
it looks at all these questions and more.  

 

 
4 

What will I study? 

In the first year you will study the following 
topics:  

• Approaches    

• Psychopathology (OCD, phobias, depression) 

• Research Methods 

• Attachment 

• Social Influence  

• Memory  

• Biopsychology 

In the second year you will deepen your 
understanding of human behavior by 
studying: 

• Issues and debates   

• Gender    

• Schizophrenia      

• Addiction 

 

 

 

 

 

How is it assessed? 

There are three exams, each last two hours 

and are worth 96 marks.  

The exams consist of multiple choice, short 

answer and extended writing questions. 

What skills will I develop?   

• Critical and analytical thinking  

• Essay writing 

• Detailed understanding of research 
methods and statistical analysis 

• Ability to plan and conduct scientific 
investigations   

• How to view the world around you 
from different perspectives 

• Ability to think about why historical 
events occurred  
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Why study Psychology? 

EW (Psychology/PE/Maths) – “For me, one of the best 
things about Psychology was how applicable the course 
was to everyday life” 

LI (Psychology/Biology/English Language) – “The 
reason I enjoyed it so much was because it focused on 
such current and relevant topics, the lessons were kept 
so fun and engaging too” 

MR (Psychology/Geography/Drama) – “Psychology 
allowed me to be more empathetic to others 
experiences, in particular mental health disorders” 

MB (Psychology/Business/English Literature) – “I 
enjoyed the interactive lessons and having the ability to 
use the skills taught in Psychology to help with my 
other subjects, such as revision techniques” 
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