
This article from BBC news, deals with one of the issues on the Changing Places topic: sense of 

place. For the Aboriginal people of Australia the natural landmark has a certain meaning that 

tourists perhaps don’t understand, this could cause conflict. 

 

Activity 1: 

 Bullet point or spider diagram the arguments for and against letting tourists walk on the Uluru 

landmark. 

 

Sense of place conflict uluru Australia 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-australia-48946585  
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How we perceive hazards is determined by the effect that it may have on our lives. The way an 

individual or a group views the threat of a natural hazard can be influenced by many factors: 

Socio-economic status; Level of education; Occupation/ Employment status; Religion, 

cultural/ethnic background; Family and marital status; Past experience; Values, personality and 

expectations. 

 

Activity 2:  

 Natural disasters frequently occur across the world, affecting both developed and developing 

countries. However some populations are clearly more vulnearable than others.  

 Read article from the RGS (Royal Geographical Society) and consider – list what groups of 

people are most vulnerable to natural hazards? Why? 

 
https://21stcenturychallenges.org/who-are-most-vulnerable-to-natural-hazards/  
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Even though the overall death rate from natural hazards has fallen, many people are still 

affected by hazards.  This is due to the increase in population and wide reaching effects of 

events such as earthquakes,  volcanic eruptions, tropical storms and floods. 

Activity 3:  

 Read resource from United States Agency for International Development report.  

 Consider what makes an event a ‘natural hazard’?  

 List the ways we can put hazard events in to categories.  

 How can humans cause a hazard where there wasn’t one before? 
 
https://www.oas.org/dsd/publications/Unit/oea54e/ch05.htm 
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How tourists view and ‘consume’ places is influenced by businesses and governments. ‘Death sites’ or ‘dark tourist 

sites’ are marketed and managed by professionals. However, these places will have different meanings and 

importance for each individual visitor. Religious beliefs, moral code, family history ethnicity and education all 

influence how a tourist perceives (makes sense of ) a death site.  

Activity 4: 

 Look at BBC link.  

 What is the attraction to these places for tourists? Name some examples. 

 Why might it be controversial for these places to be viewed as tourist destinations?  

 What groups could conflict with tourists? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5MHVmn5vwDQ1svWdHChyPXG/nine-of-the-world-s-

dark-tourism-destinations  
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