
Course Information

You will have 2 teachers for 
A-Level Geography.

You will have a teacher for 
physical Geography and one 

for human Geography

You will have 9 hours of 
Geography a fortnight.



Topics outline

Year 12:

Physical Geography
• Hazards
• Coasts

Human Geography
• Changing Places
• Contemporary Urban Environments

Plus statistical, map, graph and fieldwork 
skills.

Year 13:

Physical Geography
• Water and Carbon Cycle

Human Geography
• Global systems and global governance 



How will I be assessed?

• End of topic tests.

• Mock exams at end of year 12 and two 
in Year 13

• Two exams: 
• Physical geography (paper 1) 

• Human geography (paper 2)

• Each paper has one question that 
crosses over with another topic.



Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

• The preparation for this begins at the end of year 12. Then the 
write up begins in Year 13.

• This is an independent coursework which can be completed both 
in class and at home. It is worth 20% of grade.

• Teachers can give some guidance, but students have to decide 
their own question/title for their NEA based on one of the 
topics we study. 

• Student then carry out fieldwork (in person and/or virtually) to 
collect information for their investigation. 

• In class we will practise the skills you can use in your NEA 
write-up such as graphs, maps and statistics.

• Teachers can give some basic feedback and provide examples of 
NEA from the exam board, but the focus is on building up 
independent working.



Hazards

Hazards: in this topic you will analyse the 
hazards to human populations from dramatic 
and sometimes catastrophic events such as 
earthquakes; volcanic eruptions; tropical 
storms and forest fires.

You will take your knowledge and 
understanding a step further from GCSE and 
consider the many complex reasons why it is 
that some natural events are more hazardous 
than others.



Coastal systems and 
landscapes 

In this topic you will discover how landforms 
such as sand dunes, cliffs and fjords and are 
created. Also, how humans attempt to 
manage processes such as erosion.

You will take your knowledge and 
understanding a step further from GCSE and 
consider the human and physical factors that 
affect the shape of coastlines. Also the 
debates around how the coasts should be 
managed and who it affects.



Water and carbon 
cycles

In this topic you will look at how the water 
cycle works and how humans can affect these 
natural processes. Students also look at the 
carbon cycle and climate change. 

You will take your knowledge and 
understanding a step further from GCSE and 
consider how seemingly separate cycles 
impact upon one another and how humans 
have influenced them.



Changing places 

In this topic you will investigate how places can 
change over time demographically, socially and 
economically. Considering factors such as the 
migration or people, investment from businesses 
and  government policies. 

This topic incorporates a range of topics you will 
have studied at GCSE and also adds new concepts 
such as gentrification. You will look at how 
changes to places over time affects the local 
community and how places can be fairly or 
unfairly portrayed in the media.



Contemporary Urban 
Environments

In this topics we study the changing patterns 
of urban population; the rise of world cities 
and mega cities; the environment in urban 
areas and how urban areas can be made more 
sustainable.

This topic incorporates a range of topics you 
will have studied at GCSE and also adds new 
concepts such as urban microclimate. You will 
look at how the climate in an urban area is 
different to a rural area. Also how and why 
urban areas are changing as people migrate, 
countries become more developed and cities 
adopt improved environmental standards.



Global systems and 
Global governance

In this topic we look at the economic, political 
and social and technological changes that 
shape countries.  Also, we study how multi-
national companies such as Coca-Cola operate 
and how countries trade with each other in 
Europe and around the world. Examine how 
organisations such as the UN operate.

This topic incorporates a range of topics you 
will have studied at GCSE and also adds new 
concepts such as global commons. You will 
look a case study of a natural resource all 
humans have access to and has to be carefully 
managed: Antarctica. Looking at the role of  
charities such as Greenpeace and 
international treaties.


