
 

 

COVID-19 Updates 2021/22 – Letter 5 

19th January 2022  
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As I am sure you will be aware, there have been several significant announcements by the government in 
relation to COVID restrictions and guidance this week as, thankfully, the daily rate of new cases appears to 
be falling.  The purpose of this update is to summarise how the latest changes affect secondary schools. 
 

Face Coverings 
The Prime Minister has announced today that, with effect from tomorrow (Thursday 20th January 2022), 
students and staff will not be required to wear face coverings in lessons, although they may continue to 
wear face coverings if they wish to do so.  
 
There will still be a requirement for staff, students and visitors to wear face coverings in communal areas 
until Thursday 27th January 2022.  Students do not need to wear face masks outdoors and in places where 
they eat food - ie Henry’s and the Sixth Form Common Room.  
 
At the time of writing, arrangements for face coverings on school transport remain unchanged – ie, students 
should continue to wear face coverings on school transport. 
 

Self-Isolation period for those who test positive for COVID 19 
 
The requirement for a confirmatory PCR test following a positive lateral flow (LFD) test was temporarily 
suspended with effect from 11th January 2022. Additional new guidance came into effect on Monday 17th 
January 2022, and applies to all positive cases, regardless of vaccination status.   
 
“People who are self-isolating with COVID-19 have the option to reduce their isolation period after 5 full 
days if they test negative with an LFD test (lateral flow test) on both day 5 and day 6 and they do not have 
a temperature. For example, if they test negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they 
can return to their education or childcare setting immediately on day 6. 
 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second must be taken 
the following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace. 
 
If the result of either test is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they get negative results 
from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever 
is earliest. 
 
The new rules also apply to people who are already isolating – so if someone was already isolating before 
Monday 17 January, they can take LFD tests on day 5 and 6 and if they are both negative and they have no 
temperature they can end their isolation. 
 
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will need to complete 
the full 10-day period of self-isolation. 
 
Further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19 is available.” 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=18%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-isolation-for-those-with-covid-19-can-end-after-five-full-days-following-two-negative-lfd-tests?utm_source=18%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Daily Testing for those with close contacts of COVID 19 
 
As yet, no change has been announced to the rules regarding those identified as close contacts of someone 
who has tested positive. 
 
“People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, 
identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days 
and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms 
at any time. 
 
Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close contacts. If a child under 5 is a 
contact of a confirmed case, they are not required to self-isolate and should not start daily testing. If they 
live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 they should limit their contact with anyone who is at 
higher risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19, and arrange to take a PCR test as soon as possible. 
They can continue to attend an education or childcare setting while waiting for the PCR result. If the test 
is positive, they should follow the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-
19 infection.” 
 

COVID-Related Absence 
 
Please continue to report your child’s absence due to a positive COVID test in the usual way.  If your child is 
absent due to COVID but is well enough to do work, then we would like them to access work on 
ShowMyHomework.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Dr A Evans 
Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

