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SCHOOL YEAR 2020/21
NEWSLETTER NO. 2
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
I hope that this second newsletter of the academic year
finds you and your families safe and well.

PROGRESS ON OUR NEW D&T BUILDING

The first half of this term has been very different from any
previous years, but the atmosphere in school has been
excellent, with our students quickly adapting to the new
routines and structure of the school day and working
diligently at their studies. Year 9 have settled in very well
since joining us in September, and Mr Thompson and his
team are very pleased with the progress they are making.
COVID restrictions have meant that, sadly, students have
not been able to enjoy the full range of school trips,
visits from guest speakers and other enrichment activities
that usually take place during September and October.
However, it was a pleasure to meet with some of our Year
10 and Year 11 students during recent Rewards meetings.
We were also visited by Nigel Huddleston MP, and Cllr
Frances Smith, who was delighted to receive a cheque for
£1,125 on behalf of the Friends of Evesham Hospital. This
money was raised by the school community as part of our
‘Pot of Gold at the end of the Rainbow’ campaign during
the summer lockdown.
Many important aspects of school life have been able to
carry on in a new online format. Members of the Senior
Team and I have delivered several assemblies to all year
groups, which have been shared digitally via tutor groups.
At the start of term, rather than the customary meeting in
the Arts Theatre, Mrs Webb was able to give a presentation
to the parents of Year 12 students via Zoom. A system for
conducting Parents’ Evenings online has proved to be very
successful, with extremely positive events already held
for Years 13 and 11, as well as a Tutors Parents’ Evening
for Year 9 and 12 parents. Finally, having realised that it
would not be safe or practical to hold our traditional Open
Evening just before the half-term break, we created a Virtual
Open Days package, which ran on the school website for
two weeks from 19th October. This was extremely wellreceived, with almost 1,000 hits on the Lower School and
Sixth Form presentations, and I would like to thank Mr Dyer
for all his help in producing this online event.

NIGEL HUDDLESTON VISITS

Prince Henry’s Community Raise £1125 for The Friends of Evesham Community Hospital
Excellent progress is being made with our new DT and Art
building, which is due for completion later next term.
Please may I draw your attention to an important change to
the school calendar. Friday 18th December has now been
designated as an additional TED Day for staff. This means
that the term will end for students at 3.30pm on Thursday
17th December 2020.

COVID-19 Updates

We are very pleased with the way in which the students
have adapted to wearing face coverings around the school.
I will continue to provide update letters highlighting changes
to procedures and guidance in relation to COVID-19. These
can be found in the COVID-19 Updates area of the website.
As the number of confirmed cases increase nationally, please
may I draw your attention in particular to the Guidance for
Parents – COVID-19 Related Student Absence. This provides
details of the actions in relation to school attendance that
should be taken in the event of a student or member of their
household having symptoms of the illness.
In the meantime, please see a letter in the Covid-19 Updates
area which has been sent for the attention of all parents in
Worcestershire schools by the Director for Education &
Early Help and Director for Public Health in Worcestershire.
It relates to the wearing of face coverings and a reminder of
the procedures for booking Covid-19 tests and self-isolating.

Y11 Rewards Tea Party

Attendance

Despite the understandable concerns relating to the pandemic,
I have been very pleased with the level of student attendance
since the start of term. The attendance statistics for Prince
Henry’s (currently 94.8%) compare extremely favourably to
the national figures which stood at 86% as at 20th October.

Interested in joining our Sixth Form?

I thank you for all your support with this, and I cannot
emphasise enough the fact that good attendance to school
significantly correlates to success. I must also thank Mrs
Jennings our Attendance Officer and Mrs Haskell our
Education Welfare Officer for the sterling work that they do.

Year 13 and Year 11 Mock Exams and Summer 2021
Exam Information

Mrs Webb and Mrs Walker inform me that the vast majority of
our Year 13 and Year 11 students are making excellent progress
and we are looking forward to a high level of attainment from
them in their exams next summer. It is very important that
they now maintain focus on achieving the challenging target
grades my colleagues have set them.
A crucial part of this will be the forthcoming mock exams.
In the event that exams are not able to take place as planned
next summer, the indications from government are that the
mock exam results will be a key measure for determining
GCSE and A Level final results in 2021. Year 13 mocks will
be taking place between 23rd – 27th November, whilst Year
11 exams will be held between 2nd – 10th December. Mr
Freeman will be speaking to Year 11 students in assembly,
emphasizing the importance of spending quality time upon
independent study in the build-up to both their mock and
final examinations. If they do this, they will reap the rewards
next summer. It goes without saying that thorough revision
will be essential for these exams. Please see the website for
further information.
Ofqual have now confirmed that the main Summer 2021
exams will take place between 7th June – 2nd July 2021. We
do not have the exact timetable as yet, although we are aware
that one or two exams may be held at the end of May, prior
to the half-term break. Further information will be posted in
the Exams Information area of the school website, as soon as
it is available.

Homework

Detailed information about homework approaches on a
subject by subject basis is given in the Parents & Students/
Home School Agreement and Homework area of our website.
As a reminder, I have also posted copies of the letters which
were sent home to Year 9, 10 and 11 parents at the start of
term regarding homework onto the website in the same area.
Homework reinforces what is learned in class.

Click here to
experience our Sixth
Form online.

It goes without saying that if students adopt good working practices at home this inevitably enhances
their overall learning and performance.
We encourage all parents to support good attitudes to learning at home.

School Uniform

We are very proud of the school uniform worn by our students in the lower school and Sixth Form.
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring that our students come to school smartly every day.

Reminder - Procedure for School Closure

As winter approaches, I want to remind you of our emergency school closure routine. As well as
communicating any closure via our website and local radio stations, we will also text parents with key
information. Following the introduction of online learning as a result of the pandemic, the intention
is that, in the event of a school closure due to severe weather, lessons will be able to continue in
line with the normal school timetable either via Microsoft Teams, or with work being set through
ShowMyHomework.

Mobile Phones & Electronic Devices

Mobile phones/electronic devices are a distraction to the learning process and are not required during
school time. In Years 9 – 11 inclusive, these devices must not be used in school. Any mobile phone/
electronic device in plain sight will be confiscated and only returned to the appropriate parent/guardian
who will need to collect it from the school office. Any mobile phone or other device that is brought
into school is entirely at the risk of the student. The school will not be responsible for any loss or
damage to the device.

Training to be a Teacher

As you may be aware, at the start of term, Prince Henry’s welcomed its fourth year of 22 trainee teachers
as part of our SCITT Status (School-Centred Initial Teacher Training) and they are all settling very well
into their respective training programmes. Working closely with an alliance of other First, Middle and
High Schools, SCITT status means that we are able to recruit, train and “grow our own” teachers and
the application process is now open for those looking to commence training in September 2021. If
you, or someone known to you, is interested in a career in teaching, please see the full details in the
Teacher Training (SCITT) area of our website, or contact Mr Duffy, the Director of SCITT, at the school.

Parent View

I am drawing Parent View to your attention, because your voice will be essential in terms of the
judgement Prince Henry’s receives in its next inspection. As you know, my colleagues and I have been
very impressed with the way our students contribute to the school and the vast majority of students
we meet and talk to seem very content and happy in their learning. The survey is not designed to
receive complaints about the school. Parents who wish to make a complaint or have a serious concern
regarding their child, should contact the school in the normal way and
ask for the Head of Year. If you are a parent or carer, you simply need your
email address and a password to register on the Parent View website at
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or by clicking on the Parent View logo on
this page. This link will take you straight there. Once your login has been
activated it only takes a few minutes to rate Prince Henry’s against the 12
questions. You can also look at the views of some of our other parents. My
staff and I would be very appreciative for five minutes of your time to kindly
complete this survey for us. Thank you for your support with this.

Suphansa with her family

Suphansa and her teacher Mrs Don

Suphansa

Interact

The school’s Interact group, which has close links with Evesham’s
Rotary Club, is a vibrant and core part of the school community,
comprising a large number of students from all year groups who
share a common purpose to raise as much money as possible for
local, national and international charities. Due to the Covid year
group bubbles that are in place, sadly the group has not been able
to meet this term, although they are ‘meeting’ via social media and
keen to take action and work on some projects within Covid social
distancing guidelines .
I would like to recognise the tremendous efforts that took place last
year, prior to the first lockdown, when more than £2,400 was raised
between September 2019 and March 2020. £1,100 of this has been Caring Hands Food Bank Donation
donated to the Laos Educational Trust to pay for a student, 18-year
old Suphansa, to study Marketing Management at university for a year. In the two days before lockdown
started in March, Interact members also organised a food bank collection which was delivered to
Caring Hands in Evesham by some of our Year 13 students on their final day at school.
Thank you to all of the students involved with Interact and to Mrs Taylor, Mrs Lungley, Mrs Page-Jones
and Mrs De Silva Morgan for all the support that they give to the group.

Diary Dates

23rd – 27th November 		Year 13 Mock Exams
Monday 30th November 		TED (School closed to students)
2nd – 10th December		Year 11 Exams
Thursday 17th December 		Christmas Concert (online event)
Thursday 17th December		Term Ends at 3.30pm
Friday 18th December		TED (School closed to students)
Monday 4th January 2021		Spring Term begins (Week Two)
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Dr A Evans
Headteacher

