“ The Sixth Form is Outstanding and
students make excellent progress on
their AS and A-Level Courses
- Ofsted

”

Introductions
Mrs C Webb
Head of Sixth Form
Mrs J Tozer
Head of Year 12

Purpose of the Evening:
● introduce the Sixth Form Team
● explain the study expectations in the

Sixth Form
● outline the support networks available
to the students
● clarify key dates
● give you an opportunity to ask general
questions about the Sixth Form

The Sixth Form Team

Other key members of the team
Mrs N Tranter
Sixth Form Administrator

Mr J Martin
Head of Year 13

Mrs K Granacki
Sixth Form Administrator
(Fridays)

Mrs A Ridley
Private Study Supervisor

Sixth Form Tutors
12BS
12CLF
12CPW
12DLC
12HC
12JJH
12JO
12PB
12SB
12TC

Mrs B Summers and Mrs J Fryer
Mrs C Fisher
Mrs C Parker-Winters and Mrs J Aitken
Mrs D Cox
Miss H Clilverd
Dr J Hudson
Dr J Orme
Mr P Bullas
Mrs S Bannister
Mr T Cooper

Our Head Girl and Head Boy
Ellie Whiteley

Harvey Sparrow

How is Sixth Form study
different to lower school?
The key differences between lower school and
the Sixth Form are:
● the curriculum
● the amount of independent study in which
students are expected to engage
● the freedom that students have to organise
their time.

Curriculum:
Students study 3, or in some cases 4, A level subjects
● Students also follow a programme of :
o Enrichment and Guidance seminars
o a choice of Electives including some which

lead to an additional qualification
o Recreational or Competitive Sport

Congratulations on excellent GCSE
results!
GCSE

A LEVELS

GCSE

A Levels are hard! Managing
expectations
These are new TWO year courses – students won’t get
top grades at the start of the courses – gradually over
TWO YEARS they will get there.
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A Levels are hard! Managing
expectations
They will almost certainly not achieve the very highest
grades in the first instance because many courses,
particularly those that are essay based, require students
to develop a more sophisticated voice, complex
analytical skills and more precise ways of expressing
ideas, coupled with a deeper understanding of the
subject.
These skills will develop over the two year period of A
level study.

A Levels are hard! Managing
expectations
● The next two years will have moments when students are

worried or anxious, please help them to manage these
levels of worry.
● It is normal for students to be anxious about deadlines and
exams, the entire year group will be feeling such concerns.
Please reassure your sons and daughters that they are
experiencing normal emotions.
● If your sons and daughters have extreme anxiety then
please let us know so that we can support them.
● We are here to help: if we know we can help them or do
something about it.

How much work should students
expect?
● Unlike GCSE, there is no homework timetable
● Students should expect homework every night and will

also have a Private Study Schedule for each subject
● Around 5 - 6 hours work outside of lessons per subject

per week is recommended

What is the style of A level work
like?
• Hugely different from GCSE.
• Students see two different subject specialist teachers – good working

relationships are essential.

• There is an expectation that students will read around their subjects –

the guided learning hours include independent study.

• Teachers do not spoon-feed – they inspire, direct, advise, facilitate and

encourage.

• We aim to foster a genuine love of learning and an excitement for the

subjects that students have chosen.

Independent Study
One of the key characteristics of a successful A level
student is their ability to consolidate and extend
their learning through independent study.
● A level students will have a lot of homework and

coursework
● They need to manage their time effectively
● Timetabled Private Study will help

How do students adjust to this new style?
● Students must prepare for lessons in advance.
● They need to develop the habit of making notes in class

and reading over them and writing them up at home.
● Notes and files need to be organised appropriately.
● Research shows that the most successful students read
over the notes from the previous lesson before the next
lesson.
● Students should make use of their student planner and
record all work set and note down deadlines.
● There will be formal regular assessments in different
subjects with internal exams immediately after Easter.

Independent Study
Homework
Teachers will set homework at the end of every lesson
(research tasks, note making, exam practice, essay writing,
preparation for the next lesson).
Coursework
In some subjects one module has a coursework component.
Students should try and plan ahead to avoid coursework
overload. It is essential that students meet their interim
deadlines so that they receive the feedback required to
produce their best possible work.
Private Study Schedules
In all subjects students will have a schedule of additional tasks
to help with wider reading, stretch and challenge,
consolidation of notes and on-going revision.

How do students balance so much
in so little time?
• Organisation is essential.
• Prioritise – progress at A Level is more important

than extra-curricular pursuits.
• Limit the number of hours’ paid employment.
• Pace themselves – get lots of sleep!
• If they feel overwhelmed, ask for help!

How do students excel in their
subjects?
• Use private study time wisely.
• Investigate and research their subjects beyond the

A Level specifications.
• Act on teachers’ feedback.
• Challenge themselves with each piece of work.
• Ensure a sensible balance between subjects.

Top Tips for Successful Sixth
Form Study
● Students will need separate folders for each subject and

should organise their files with subject dividers.
● When they receive feedback from staff they should set
themselves a target for their next piece of work.
● After each lesson they should read through their notes and
make sure that they understand the lesson content.
● Students need to revise thoroughly for interim tests so that
they keep on top of their revision.

Supporting Students with their Learning
● Each department will monitor students’ progress throughout

●
●
●
●
●

●

the course – if you require specific subject information at any
time please don’t hesitate to contact the relevant Head of
Department by phoning the main school office.
Teachers will advise the Sixth Form team if there is a
significant problem and parents will be contacted.
Target grades will be set in consultation with students.
Tutors will undertake a Progress Review prior to Half Term.
Study skills seminars from ‘Elevate’ and ‘Managing Your
Workload’ booklet.
Internal exams after Easter will help with an understanding of
examination technique.
Mrs Ridley, Private Study supervisor, will help students to
organise their time in Private Study sessions.

Progress reviews
● End of October:

review of progress across all subjects
reported to parents at a consultation
th
evening with tutors (4 November)

● Parents’ Evening:

parents’ evening with subject staff
th
(7 January)

● End of March:

full report to parents

● End of April:

internal examinations

● May / June:

consultation appointments with
invited parents

Assessment
● Revision should be an ongoing process throughout the two

years.
● There will be regular formal assessments:
o April 2021 - internal examinations
o November 2021 – internal examinations
o February 2022 – mock examinations
o May - June 2022 – A level exams

● Additional timed essays and end of topic tests will also be

regularly used for on-going assessment.

● Some subjects have modular exams (January and May 2021)

– Applied Science, IT, Food and Nutrition, Creative Media,
Health and Social Care.

Supporting students’ wider
concerns
● Students have daily contact with their tutors every morning and

arrangements can be made for a confidential chat if required.
● We operate an ‘open door’ policy in the Sixth Form office.

Students can call in to see Mrs Webb and / or Mrs Tozer or
make an appointment for another time.
● Students can make an appointment with the school counsellor -

completely confidential.

Attendance
● Absences should be reported to Mrs Tranter in the

Sixth Form Office by ringing the Sixth Form or by
email on the first morning of absence:
sixthform@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk Please do not
use the lower school attendance line. Students should
not phone themselves in as ill.
● Medical appointments can also be reported in the
same way. Where possible such appointments should
be arranged during unsupervised study time.

Absence during the school day
● During lunchtimes or when students have unsupervised

study time they may leave the school site.
● They must sign out and back in using the books or

fingerprint machine kept in the Gym, Common Room and
Sixth Form office in case of a fire drill.
● If students feel ill during the school day they must report

to the Sixth Form office so that when necessary parents can
be contacted and students can be signed out.

Avoiding absence
● Students should not take term time holidays during this crucial

time.
● A Levels are content heavy and even one missed lesson can lead

to gaps in knowledge. In a week a whole topic can be missed.
● If students have time off school for holidays, travelling to events,

festivals or other non-educational activities they will be marked
as unauthorised.
● Unauthorised absence or a significant number of absences will

be commented upon in references.

Driving
● Sixth formers are allowed to drive to school but need

to register their car and display a permit.
● They must park in designated car park.
● They must drive appropriately around school.
● Students who drive inappropriately will be banned
from bringing their car onto the school site.
● Driving lessons cannot be taken during the school day
other than during unsupervised study lessons
including Wednesday sport afternoons.

Employment
● Many students will have a part time job – this should be perfectly

compatible with their studies. Paid employment develops
important skills and, of course, helps to earn spending money.
However they must avoid working too many shifts, night-shifts,
antisocial hours, anything dangerous or unregulated, or anything
that leaves students too mentally or physically tired to cope with
the academic pressures of Sixth Form.

● More than 12 hours per week can seriously impact on

achievement. Good results are the stepping stone to greater
opportunities later in life, so in the long run, the investment of
time is better made in education.

● Students should not accept paid employment during school time,

we are a full time sixth form and expect students to be committed
to school from 9.05am – 3.35pm EVERY day.

Work Experience
It is important that students develop the skills to enable them to work
effectively. In Enrichment we have a large focus on Careers and our
tutor programme helps develop employability skills – including
punctuality and excellent attendance. We also provide opportunities for
students to gain work experience to allow them to build their CV and /
or personal statement. Students can build this experience by:
● Volunteering as a student mentor in lower school.
● Students thinking of teaching or medicine/nursing/vet science can
use Wednesday afternoons to build the substantial body of work
experience that they need.
● At the end of the academic year 2021 (19th – 20th July) all Year 12
students will have work experience. They will be encouraged to
organise this in a field related to their future aspirations.

Uniform
Please support us in our efforts to make sure that our students
are smartly and appropriately dressed and act as positive role
models for the lower school. In choosing to stay in Sixth Form
we expect that students will follow our uniform expectations.
●Very short skirts, high heels and jewellery are inappropriate for
school.
●Boys must be clean shaven.
●Black shoes need to be worn – no boots.
●Extreme hair cuts are not allowed
●Boys must have a blazer and wear black shoes.
●Students should not have tattoos or piercings other than a
single hole in the lobe of the ear.
●Students may be sent home if uniform is inappropriate.

Opportunities in Sixth Form
Please encourage your sons and daughters to get involved:
Music
Drama
Sport
Duke of Edinburgh Award
Interact Charity group
House leaders
Sixth Form Trips – German Markets, London, University and
Careers trips, New York and Washington DC
Student Literacy and Learning Support Assistants and Maths
Buddies
Work experience in the summer term

How will we support students?
At Prince Henry’s we strive to create a
supportive, encouraging, inclusive and
positive environment that allows each
student to fulfil their potential.

Financial Support
16-19 Bursary Fund
● Funding for the 16-19 Bursary comes from central Government but is

administered by schools and colleges; it is intended to provide financial
support to help 16-19 year olds continue in full-time education, where
they might otherwise struggle for financial reasons.
● There is a weekly bursary for certain groups of vulnerable students and
once these guaranteed bursaries have been allocated, the remaining
funds are used to offer discretionary bursaries to other students in most
need of financial support. Students may be eligible for a discretionary
bursary if they are entitled to free school meals, or if their household
income is below £20,000. It is our aim to offer weekly bursaries to all
those who fall into these groups.
● Students can also apply for bursary help with school visits and other
expenses.
● More information can be gained by talking to the Sixth Form team, all
information is treated in confidence.

How can we work together to support the
students?
● Keep us informed about issues that may affect their

learning.
● Please come to Parents’ Evenings.
● Encourage students to participate in tutor time activities
and maintain a dialogue with their tutors.
● Help them manage their school / paid employment /
social lives.

Sixth Form is a time of change for our students,
academically, emotionally and socially as they move into
adulthood and we work together to prepare them for
their next steps. It is a time of academic stimulation and
a time when we hope students will foster a life long love
of learning, life long friendships and learn essential skills
and habits for adult life.
We hope that students will enjoy their time in our Sixth
Form; A levels require hard work and commitment but it
is a time of exploration and excitement, and we are
delighted that we will be supporting your sons and
daughters over the next two years.

If you have a specific question relating only to your son
or daughter, or if you have something any concerns
about sixth form life or any personal informnation that
you need us to be aware of please contact me in the
sixth form office:
sixth form email sixthform@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk
or ring school and select the sixth form option

.

