
A Level Music Preparation – Project 2 – Potted History of Music – Romantic 

 

On to the Romantic Period, where composers wrote in a manner to sway the emotions of their 
listeners to extremes. Edexcel GCSE set works touch on this period with Beethoven's Pathetique 
Sonata. 

The theory is that during an hour you can do the 'Setting the Scene' task, which will give you a 
general feel for the period. Then use the remaining time to do the Digging Deeper task. I'll be 
directing you towards composers who feature in A level music, but don't be limited by the 
questions - you can follow your curiosity! 

I'd love to see what you come up with so do email your work to 
nch@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Romantic Music (1810-1900AD) 

Setting the Scene 

Watch the following YouTube videos to get a background grasp of the Romantic Period. Fill in 
the attached worksheet as you go. Watch out for the spelling mistakes of instruments and make 
sure you note down all the genres that each composer wrote for. You will need to google some of 
the musical elements answers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWRDRRZpwDU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulBQUsSO-GY  

Digging Deeper 

Choose one of the following composers: Berlioz or Clara Schumann (composer Robert 
Schumann's wife!)  

What did they look like? Where are they from? Who taught them music? Who did they work for? 
What genres of music did they write? What music are they famous for? 

Extensions 

Performance - attached is a backing track for Schubert's Die Forella (a leider about a trout!) and 
the music. Have a go a playing the melody along with the backing track and notice how the piano 
part is as important as the melody. It conjures up the water in our minds and tells us when the 
trout is in trouble! 

Appraising - next year we'll study Symphonie Fantastique by Berlioz. Each of the five movements 
(breaking the four movement rule because it's now the Romantic Period!) tells part of a story. In 
the final movement March to the Scaffold the artist is being taken to the scaffold in a cart to have 
his head cut off. Listen to the music (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4tMQATUUj0) 
following the analysis and make notes of the musical devices used to tell the story. 

Composing - Have a go at writing your own version of lieder to a poem of your choice (about two 
verses will do). Make sure that the accompaniment you write helps tell the story of the poem, 
conveying the emotions and setting the scene. 

History - If you want to know more about Romantic music and its history then watch Howard 
Goodall's The Story of Music: The Age of Tragedy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvzXcxyyhc0  
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