
A Level Music Preparation – Project 2 – Potted History of Music – Classical 

 

On to the Classical Period, famous for Mozart and Haydn. If you did Edexcel your GCSE set 
works don't quite cover this one - Beethoven was a bridge into the Romantic and that's fun we're 
saving for next week! 

The theory is that during an hour you can do the 'Setting the Scene' task, which will give you a 
general feel for the period. Then use the remaining time to do the Digging Deeper task. I'll be 
directing you towards composers who feature in A level music, but don't be limited by the 
questions - you can follow your curiosity! 

If you wish to explore further there will always be a variety of extension tasks you can have a go 
at. 

I'd love to see what you come up with so do email your work to 
nch@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Classical Music (1750-1810AD) 

Setting the Scene 

Watch the following YouTube videos to get a background grasp of the Classical Period. Fill in the 
attached worksheet as you go. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r19fRTMdcdo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSY9ARx6HqM&t=33s  

Digging Deeper 

Exploring Mozart...  

What did he look like? Where is he from? Who taught him music? Who did he work for? What 
genres of music did he write? What music is he famous for? 

Extensions 

Performance - attached is a Study Guide for Mozart's Magic Flute. You'll study bits of it next 
year. On p9-11 of the pack you'll find music for the Humming Song. Can you learn the vocal 
parts and make a recording? You don't have to sing it - maybe you could play it on an instrument 
or enter it into Finale/Musescore/Sibelius so you can hear what it sounds like.  

Appraising - using the attached Study Guide, read the summary of the opening of the opera ( 
Group 1 on page 3), listen to the four extracts of music (music can be found using the link on 
p2) and write down the musical features from each piece that you think help it tell the story, or 
help create the right mood or atmosphere. 

Composing - Mozart famously wrote a set of 12 variations on Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. Have a 
listen to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bK9h12Qdvs, seeing if you can spot the ways he 
created each one, then create two contrasting variations of your own. Make them as different 
from each other as possible. You cold record them or write them down. 

History - If you want to know more about Classical music and its history then watch Howard 
Goodall's The Story of Music: The Age of Elegance and 
Sensibility https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xntvurc7jmU 
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