
A Level Music Preparation – Project 2 – Potted History of Music – Baroque 

 

We've made it to a time period you've already come across. If you studied Edexcel for Music GCSE, 
this is the period in which Purcell wrote Music for a While and Bach wrote his Brandenburg 
concertos!  

The theory is that during an hour you can do the 'Setting the Scene' task, which will give you a 
general feel for the period. Then use the remaining time to do the Digging Deeper task. I'll be directing 
you towards composers who feature in A level music, but don't be limited by the questions - you can 
follow your curiosity! 

If you wish to explore further there will always be a variety of extension tasks you can have a go at. 

I'd love to see what you come up with so do email your work to 
nch@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Baroque Music (1600-1750AD) 

Setting the Scene 

Watch the following YouTube videos to get a background grasp of the Baroque Period. Fill in the 
attached worksheet as you go. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ak976AWRrNk&t=6s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9BioSbeM54&t=17s  

Digging Deeper 

Choose either Bach or Vivaldi.  

What did they look like? Where are they from? Who taught them music? Who did they work for? What 
genres of music did they write? What music are they famous for? 

Extensions 

Performance - attached is one of Bach's famous chorales. You'll study it next year. Can you learn the 
parts and make a recording? You don't have to sing it - maybe you could play it on an instrument or 
enter it into Finale/Musescore/Sibelius so you can hear what it sounds like. What do the words 
translate to?  

Appraising - the Baroque period saw the rise of the virtuoso, both singers and instrumentalists. What 
was a virtuoso singer expected to do in a Da Capo Aria when the A section was being repeated? Who 
are the best known virtuoso performers from the Baroque? Explore the Baroque world of the virtuoso, 
following your curiosity! 

Composing - have a look at the Bach chorale I've attached. You'll notice each note is given a new 
chord and there are parts for SATB. This is called 4-part harmony. You'll learn all about it next year, 
but in the meantime, have a go at harmonising Twinkle Twinkle Little Star in same way. You'll use 
primary and secondary chords in order to make sure you change chord every note of the melody.  

History - If you want to know more about the Baroque music and its history then watch Howard 
Goodall's The Story of Music: The Age of 
Invention https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMxsE8wawVA&t=2650s 
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