
A Level Music Preparation – Project 2 – Potted History of Music – Renaissance 

 

Hello! Over the next few weeks I'll take you on a historical tour of music's development. Even if pop 
music is more your thing, you'll come to understand more of how pop music has come to be the way it is. 

Setting the Scene: each week I'll direct you to some videos which explain things and encourage you to fill 
in information you hear in a specifically crafted worksheet. There may also be things you need to google. 
This should take less than half an hour.  

Digging Deeper: you'll then get a choice of research projects you could do for the next half hour and 
there are some extension activities should you wish to explore further... 

I'd love to see what you come up with so do email your work to nch@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Renaissance Music (1400ish - 1600AD) 

Setting the Scene 

Watch the following YouTube videos to get a background grasp of the Renaissance Period. Fill in the 
attached worksheet as you go. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxppa6sBYVo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5I6qi9qwRg&t=5s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD55EHbyypI  

Digging Deeper 

Choose one of the instruments or composers from this time.  

Instrument - what does it look like? how is it played? what does it sound like? what music is written for 
it? are there particular genres it is used for? 

Composer - what did they look like? where are they from? who taught them music? who did they work 
for? what genres of music did they write? what music are they famous for? 

Extensions 

Performance - attached is a famous English Madrigal by Morley called April is in my Mistress Face. Can 
you learn the parts and make a recording? You don't have to sing it - maybe you could play it on a 
renaissance favourite, the recorder! What do you think the words mean?  

Appraising - the divide between sacred and secular became apparent in this time. Can you find out more 
about what this meant for society and explore the genres that arose in the sacred and secular worlds? 
How do you know you're listening to a Motet? or an Italian Madrigal?  

Composing - I think it would be a bit harsh to ask you to write some Renaissance polyphony (feel free to 
study some counterpoint rules and prove me wrong! :-) ), but can you write a song in a mode? Examples 
of folk songs in modes that you will know are Drunken Sailor (Dorian mode) and Scarborough Fair (Dorian 
mode). This website will help you write in the Dorian mode:  https://www.musical-u.com/learn/get-
familiar-with-the-dorian-mode/ 

History - If you want to know more about the Renaissance music and its history then watch Howard 
Goodall's The Story of Music: The Age of 
Discovery https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0Y6NPahlDE&t=289s 
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