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Task 2    

Context 

 

• During the shutdown of 2020, people have been using time they 

would have otherwise spent outdoors, doing other things. 

• The technology has been employed in ways that wouldn’t have been considered even 

just a 10 years ago. 

• A rise in use of services which don’t require people to leave their 
dwelling has understandably been recorded; companies such as 
Netflix and Amazon seeing bumper figures. 

• Another area seeing increased uptake is that of the App Store and Google 
Play, with apps like puzzles and other games featuring heavily. 

Design Brief 

 
• You will design and make a simple prototype of a games controller which 

can be attached to a mobile device to make operation easier/more 
comfortable. 

• The product must be capable of holding as many different models of phone 
as possible; researching the dimensions of several phones will provide a 
range of sizes. 

• The product does not need buttons (like a controller for a games 
console has) since a modern smartphone touchscreen would provide 
this functionality. 

• The method of attachment could be via a sucker pad or elasticated straps 
so no complicated moving parts should be necessary.  

- Complicated mechanisms are just that, complicated; therefore expensive. 

 

• You are being commissioned to make a product suitable for brand 

marketing therefore it should be cheap, to be produced in high 

volume and given away. 

• The product should display the brand of the company in some way. 

• It should take up a small amount of space (flat things can be stacked to 
save space) 

• Single use plastic is not a sustainable way forward and the client is 
keen to maintain their environmentally friendly image. 

 

Investigation 

Look at some other games controllers and so called ‘promotional 

items’. Write out any other important criteria your product should 

meet? 

 

Research the terms ergonomics and anthropometrics. 

• Explain how each of these will factor in your design consideration. 
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Initial ideas 

 
• Sketch a series of different ideas for a suitable product that meets the 

brief and any other criteria you see fit* 

 
• Choose your favourite idea/s and (carefully) create a 

scale prototype/s using a pliant material such as card 
or corrugated cardboard. 

 

• Take photos of your model/s 

 

 

*Remember that due to the nature of the brief, this will likely be a flat (ish) product, so 

sheet materials should be feasible for modelling purposes. 

 

Branding 

 

You are to choose a company you might approach for them to place an order for a batch 

of your product. 

 

• The company might be relevant to your product field (mobile devices 

use/gaming) or might not be related and just want to get some brand 

exposure. 

• Their logo is important as it must be something you feel is suitable 

• Collect a range of brand logos, noting why you think they are a good 
fit. 

 

 

Packaging 

 

Your product is to be packaged for shipping. 

 

1. Print or copy* the net examples on the following page. 

2. Design some packaging considering a simple net of your choice and carrying graphics 

suitable to the company and brand chosen in the previous exercise. There are many ways 

to do this such as the Hovis bread designs shown. 

 

The product is likely to be displayed at trade shows and other point of sale settings 

(shop countertops etc). 

Create sketches of possible secondary packaging which could cater for this. 

 

* Your copy doesn’t have to be perfect, just close enough to get an idea of the form. 
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Materials 

 

• Your client will expect any promotional item (and packaging) to be in line with their 

policy of promoting a sustainable image. 

• Research the following eco-labelling and describe ways in which (some of) their 

ethos might be considered and/or their products employed. 

 

• Forest stewardship council
          

 

• The Mobius Loop 

• Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

• EPA Energy Star 


