
Preparation for Media in the 6th Form 
Prince Henry’s High School 

 

The Media course in the 6th Form is the OCR Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media.  You will choose to 
follow one of the following pathways:  Digital Film and Sound or Interactive Media. 

Both of these pathways require you to develop an understanding of how the media industry works and 
how products are made for the correct audiences. 

 

1. Get to know the media: 
a. Read magazines and newspapers 
b. Watch Films and TV programmes 
c. Listen to the Radio 
d. Explore Social Media and the Internet 

 

2.  Introduction to Media Theory 

To start to develop an understanding of Media theory, you should look at how the media has 
changed over the years.  Therefore: 

a.  To start to understand Metz theory, watch the following trailers, this will start to help you 
understand how genre moves from the Experimental phase, to the classic phase, to the 
parody stage and finally to the deconstruction phase 
(http://johannabeckera2media.blogspot.com/2015/06/genre-theory-christian-metz.html): 

i. Nosferatu (1922)  
ii. Dracula (1931) 

iii. Scary Movie 1 
iv. I am Legend (2007) 

 

3. Explore digital photography and try to apply this to your own photos, maybe document 
lockdown! 

a. http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/0-9/1858-exhibition-of-the-photographic-society-of-
london/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-YP_98Ll6QIVROvtCh3MlQ-9EAAYASAAEgKnrPD_BwE 

b. https://rps.org/?utm_campaign=8713766125&adgroupid=88331158979&utm_content=4096349663
34&utm_term=photography%20exhibition&source={source}&creative=409634966334&adposition&
gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-YP_98Ll6QIVROvtCh3MlQ-9EAAYBCAAEgI2CvD_BwE 
 

 
4. How is the media industry regulated.   

a. Explore the role of regulators (ASA, BBFC, Ofcom, IPSO, PEGI) and censorship 
 

5. Get to know your audience 
a. https://www.slideshare.net/MissMoore866/media-theory-audience-representation-narrative-genre 

  



Transition from GCSE to A-Level Essential skills to develop:  

A love of learning and thirst for knowledge: Be inquisitive; ask questions and then be motivated to find 
out the answers. These might not be in the first place you go to: be prepared to read around and conduct 
extensive research. Independent learning: Unlike at GCSE, you will be expected to take responsibility for 
your own learning with support from your teachers who can facilitate your learning. Think autonomously 
and respond personally to texts. 

Perseverance and resilience: Persist with your A-Level learning even when it seems too difficult or 
challenging. You also need to be resilient and thrive on constructive criticism. It will take time to build on 
your skills from GCSE to achieving the same grades or higher grades at A-Level.  

Organisation and time management: Learning requires effort and a commitment to your studies. The 
more you invest in your learning, the more you will gain in terms of academic achievement 

Wider reading and research: You will also be expected to research independently. Don’t rely on Wikipedia 
and Google searches; use the recommended reading lists to support your research. 

Note-taking: It is essential that you maintain detailed, well-organised and well-presented notes. Notes will 
be checked, but ultimately it is your responsibility to ensure your notes will enable you to be successful at 
the end of the course 

Discussion and debate: You will be expected to have an opinion, an educated viewpoint on texts you read 
and issues with which you will engage. You will need to be prepared to communicate your views to others 
and participate in discussions and debates. You will also need to respect the views of others. 

 

Just a few media products that you should be familiar with: 

Film: 

Nosferatu (1922) 

Psyscho (1960) 

Goodfellas (1990) 

Bad Girls (1994) 

 

TV: 

The Sopranos (1999) 

The Wire (2002) 

 

Radio: 

The Archers (BBC Radio 4) 

 

 

 


