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On the IT course, you will follow 1 of two pathways: 

Traditional IT (BTEC National Extended Certificate in IT), this will focus on database design, the 
use of social media, website design and the technology behind computer systems.  

Computer Game Production (BTEC National Extended Certificate in Digital Game Production), the 
main focus of this course is game design using Unity.  You will also explore the use of animation 
and game testing. 

Both courses require some preparation work, which you should do between now and September. 

 

If you are hoping to study Traditional IT, you should 

1.  Explore how social media has developed, look at how people use the different social media 
platforms, what is their purpose and who is their main audience.  How do people use these 
technologies to communicate compared to other methods. 

2.  Keep up to date with the new developments in technology, there are lots of technology news 
website and the BBC News site is a good starting point for the latest developments. 

 

If you are looking to study Game Production you should look at the following: 

1. Download Unity and start to use some of the tutorials on YouTube to develop some basic skills 

2.  Play computer games!  The more you understand the structure and inner dynamics of gaming, 
the more successful your game design will be 

3.  Explore the development of computer gaming, how has gaming developed since the 1980’s? 
How has the audience for gaming changed? How has game genre changed over the years? 

 

Organisation and time management are fundamental for both of these courses.  You will be 
expected to meet strict deadlines while working on long projects, exactly as you would in industry.  
You should use your time between now and September to try to improve you organisation.   

Use some of these resources to give yourself ideas on how to do this: 

https://officedynamics.com/9-ways-to-improve-your-organization-skills-for-administrative-assistants/ 

https://www.entrepreneurshiplife.com/9-ways-improve-organisational-skills/ 

  



Transition from GCSE to A-Level Essential skills to develop:  

A love of learning and thirst for knowledge: Be inquisitive; ask questions and then be motivated 
to find out the answers. These might not be in the first place you go to: be prepared to read 
around and conduct extensive research. Independent learning: Unlike at GCSE, you will be 
expected to take responsibility for your own learning with support from your teachers who can 
facilitate your learning. Think autonomously and respond personally to texts. 

Perseverance and resilience: Persist with your A-Level learning even when it seems too difficult or 
challenging. You also need to be resilient and thrive on constructive criticism. It will take time to 
build on your skills from GCSE to achieving the same grades or higher grades at A-Level.  

Organisation and time management: Learning requires effort and a commitment to your studies. 
The more you invest in your learning, the more you will gain in terms of academic achievement 

Wider reading and research: You will also be expected to research independently. Don’t rely on 
Wikipedia and Google searches; use the recommended reading lists to support your research. 

Note-taking: It is essential that you maintain detailed, well-organised and well-presented notes. 
Notes will be checked, but ultimately it is your responsibility to ensure your notes will enable you 
to be successful at the end of the course 

Discussion and debate: You will be expected to have an opinion, an educated viewpoint on texts 
you read and issues with which you will engage. You will need to be prepared to communicate 
your views to others and participate in discussions and debates. You will also need to respect the 
views of others. 

 

 


