
Prince Henry’s High School – English Department 

A Level English Language Bridging Project for Year 11s 

How to use this project 

The aim of this project is to help you understand some of the topics and concepts 
you will go onto explore in A Level Language. It will expose you to a ‘new’ way of 
looking at Language and the way it is used in society. It is designed to be 
approached in this order as topics become more complex as the weeks go on. 
Some of the articles which do not have hyperlinks can be found in the attached 
EMC guide ‘Leaping into Language’. 

It is suggested that each week’s worth of work will take you 4 hours – but this may be 
more or less as you may have explored some in the Year 11 enrichment tasks. You 
are encouraged to explore these concepts on your own to complement the tasks 
and topics presented here. You may find yourself going down a rabbit hole of 
research into gender pronouns or lost in the history of how language changes. Use 
the websites and suggested Twitter feeds listed on the ‘Bibliography and Essential 
Twitter Feeds’ document. 

Additionally, make sure you regularly read newspapers and articles e.g. (The Times, 
Guardian, Independent – not tabloids) so that you become accustomed to more 
complex language of reviews, editorials, news, features, and comments (A Saturday 
or Sunday newspaper is often enough to last the week!). This is important as it will 
develop your reading fluency, vocabulary and your understanding of how topics 
are represented in the media. It will also help you keep up with current affairs. 

We hope you enjoy it and we look forward to teaching you. 

Mr Findlay (Head of English) 
Mr Kitson (Deputy Head of English & A Level Language Lead Teacher) 
Mrs Fryer 
 

Subject: A Level English Language 
Week Required Reading/Tasks (4 hours) Resources Required 
1 Introduction to the English Language Toolkit 

 
Read the article about becoming an A level 
Language Student from the English and Media 
Centre 
 
 
Look at word classes, starting with the 
explanations on the Englicious website. 
 
Take the free online Open University Course:  
Exploring the English Language. Make sure you 
sign in so that you get your certificate of 
completion. (It doesn’t take as long as it says!) 

 
 
Read the English and Media Centre 
article ‘Becoming an A Level 
Language student’ Word doc (at the 
end of this document) 
 
http://englicious.org/lesson/word-
classes  
 
 
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/hist
ory-the-arts/culture/english-
language/exploring-the-english-



language/content-section-0?active-
tab=description-tab 
 

2 New and old words 
 
How are new words created? Read the article 
from The Guardian. 
 
Coinings from covid-19. 
 
Have a look at how the Coronavirus has 
infected our vocabulary and led us to coin a 
variety of new words and expressions: some 
serious, some less so. 
Read the Nancy Friedman article and then 
contemplate the following: 

• How many of these have you heard? 
• Which ones do you think will last? 
• Which ones are funny to you? 
• What words have you used that may not 

be on the list? 
 
Etymology research exercise 
 
It’s interesting to look at where different words 
have come from and how they might have 
changed their meanings over time. Go to the 
etymological dictionary and type some words 
into the search engine to see their history. 
Perhaps start with the ‘trending words’ 
immediately below the search box. 
 

 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/media/
mind-your-
language/2016/feb/04/english-
neologisms-new-words 
 
https://nancyfriedman.typepad.com/
away_with_words/2020/03/words-of-
the-week-coronacoinages.html 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.etymonline.com/  

3 Accent and dialect 
 
Start by reading the short article about the 
difference between accent and dialect from 
Lexico. 
 
How well do you know British accents and 
dialects?  
Take the Expedia quiz. 
You can explore further through the British 
Library website. 
 
 
 
Attitudes towards different accents and dialects 
 
Sometimes people are judged on their accent 
or dialect. Read the article and see how far you 
agree. 

 
 
https://www.lexico.com/explore/what-
is-the-difference-between-dialect-
and-accent  
 
 
https://www.expedia.co.uk/vc/c/acc
ent-map/  
 
https://www.bl.uk/british-accents-and-
dialects  
 
 
English and Media Centre article on 
‘Language Variation, Accent and 
Attitudes’ (Leaping into Language 
document). 
 



Conduct your own mini-research survey. Using 
the British Library accent map, play your family 
some accents and ask them for their opinions 
on them. Which are the most popular? The 
least? 
 
Accent and dialects in the news 
 
Read the Atlas obscura article about the 
possible effects of the coronavirus on accent.  
Can you find any other articles on a topic 
connected with accent and dialect? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles
/antarctica-accent-isolation  

4 Linguistics in the Real World 
 
Take the free online Open University Course: 
Language in the Real World. Make sure you sign 
in so that you get your certificate of completion. 
(It doesn’t take as long as it says it does!) 
 
 
Read the article: ‘Language and the Law. What 
is Forensic Linguistics?’ from the English and 
Media Centre 
 
Listen to a forensic linguist talk about his work in 
solving crime on Word of Mouth on Radio 4, 
available through BBC Sounds. 
 
Own research options: 
 

a) Collect examples of terms of conditions 
and note similarities and differences in 
language. 

b) Watch some clips from ‘Police 24/7’. 
What do you notice about the language 
used by the police? 

c) Read about cases to do with copyright of 
names, for example the recent Hugo Boss 
controversy as highlighted by Joe Lycett. 

 
 
 
Linguists in the media: 
 
Watch the film ‘Arrival’ and think about how 
linguists are represented. 
 

 
 
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/lan
guages/english-language/language-
the-real-world/content-section-
0?active-tab=description-tab 
 
 
English and Media Centre article 
(Leaping into Language document). 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
m00027n6 
 
 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b03xd2hz/clips  
 
https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/17/joe-
lycett-changing-name-hugo-boss-
back-joe-lycett-headache-12570765  

5 Gender 
 

 
 
 



It can be argued that the English Language is 
inherently sexist. Just think about words and 
phrases we use which put the male first (Mr and 
Mrs) or have a male word within them 
(manager, chairman). Read the Cambridge 
Dictionary article. 
 

a) Make a list of words or phrases which 
imply gender. 

b) Can you see any patterns? 
c) What conclusions do you draw? (There 

are many opinions you could have about 
this.) 

  
For some people, women who do not conform 
to stereotypical attitudes that reflect patriarchal 
and male power structures are demonised.  
Read the article by Deborah Cameron, 
Professor at Oxford University. 

a) What in this is ‘new’ to you?  
b) Does this affect you? How? Why? 

 
Research options: 
 

a) Watch an episode of your favourite 
programme and make a note of how 
much women characters speak in 
comparison to men. Consider if there is a 
reason for this. 

b) Record a conversation within your family 
or on a group chat. Do males and 
females seem to speak differently? In 
what way if so? 

c) Collect some headlines referring to men 
and women from one particular online 
newspaper. Are they referred to in 
different ways? Are there any patterns of 
language use? 
 

 
 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/gra
mmar/british-grammar/sexist-language  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://debuk.wordpress.com/2019/09/
25/in-praise-of-strident-women/ 
 

6 Digital blackface: Language and Ethnicity 
 
Racism is wrong and inexcusable. None of us 
would walk into a room and openly use racist 
language, yet there is an emerging trend online 
where people are being racist without realising 
it through their use of GIFs.  
Read the two articles from The Guardian and 
Teen Vogue which explore the concept known 
as digital blackface and how we can avoid 
such dangers. 
 

 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/culture
/2018/jul/08/why-are-memes-of-black-
people-reacting-so-popular-online 
 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/dig
ital-blackface-reaction-gifs 
 



Further watching: Dear White People Series 1 
and 2 on Netflix. 
 

7 Politics and language 
 
Politicians around the world and of all 
viewpoints use the art of rhetoric (persuasion) to 
convince us to follow them. Read the article for 
some ideas as to how that works. 
 
Research options: 

a) Collect a series of tweets from Donald 
Trump. What patterns do you notice in his 
language use? Are there any favourite 
words or phrases? 

b) Listen to Winston Churchill’s famous “We 
will fight them on the beaches” speech 
(in the link in the Resources column from 
a film about Churchill.) What persuasive 
devices do you notice him using that you 
have studied at GCSE? 

c) Research some political speeches of your 
own, perhaps from different time periods. 
You could start with Martin Luther King’s “I 
Have a Dream” speech on the link in the 
Resources column. Are there common 
features across all of them? How are they 
different based on the time period they 
are from? What is being spoken about? 
The personality or attitudes of the 
speaker? 

 

 
 
https://all-about-
linguistics.group.shef.ac.uk/branches-
of-linguistics/literary-linguistics/literary-
linguistics-and-the-media/political-
speeches/  
 
https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump  
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s
krdyoabmgA  
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v
P4iY1TtS3s  

8 Language and Technology 
 
There’s always a lot of discussion in the media 
about how new technologies have changed 
our language use. 
Read the article from the English and Media 
Centre about language use in social media. 
Choose an aspect of language in social media 
and do a mini-research project, following the 
guidelines at the end of the article. 
 
Debates: read the 2 articles and listen to the 
Radio 4 ‘Word of Mouth’ episode about texting.  

a) Which side do you come down on and 
why? Or maybe you can see both sides?  

b) What’s your evidence? Has your research 
project influenced your opinion? 

 
 

 
 
EMC article ‘Language, 
Communication and Technology’ 
(Leaping into Language document). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/arti
cle-483511/I-h8-txt-msgs-How-texting-
wrecking-language.html  
https://cmym.wordpress.com/2012/04/
13/let-the-evidence-fit-the-theory/  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b01dtvk3  



9 Child Language Acquisition 
 
Read the article from the English and Media 
Centre which gives an overview of ideas about 
how children learn to use language. 
 
Watch an episode of ‘The Secret Life of 4 Year 
Olds’. 

a) What do you notice about what the 
children can do grammatically and 
lexically by this age? 

b) What sort of mistakes do they make? 
 

Can you see any examples of Halliday’s 
functions of speech? 

 
 
English and Media centre article: 
‘Child Language Acquisition’ (Leaping 
into Language document). 
 
 
 
https://www.channel4.com/programm
es/the-secret-life-of-4-and-5-year-olds  

10 Language Change 
 
Why does language change over time? What 
are the reasons we use different words, phrases 
and sentence types now compared to people 
100 years ago? 200 years ago? Make a list or 
brainstorm of your thoughts. 
 
Read the articles at the links in the Resources 
column. What does each one help us to 
understand about how and why language 
changes? Write down a few ideas per article. 
 
Look at the examples of modern teenage slang 
from a magazine in 2001 on the grid in the Word 
document, plus their definitions. What slang or 
other words would we use for each thing 
today? Why do we use different words now 
compared to the past? Explain your specific 
thoughts for each example in the final column. 
 
Optional further study: watch an episode of a TV 
programme of your choice on a channel like UK 
TV Gold, where the programmes tend to be 20 
or more years old. How do the characters 
speak? How is their language different to how 
people may speak now? You could then also 
watch a programme from the last year or two of 
your choice, preferably in the same genre (e.g. 
crime, family comedy) and compare how the 
language used is similar to and different from 
the older one. You could also do this activity 
with two films in long running franchises, such as 
Disney, Batman, James Bond…  
 
 

https://amp.theguardian.com/books/2
020/mar/06/no-more-nagging-wives-
how-oxford-dictionaries-is-cleaning-up-
sexist-language 
 
 
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertain
ment/archive/2018/08/aretha-franklin-
finally-gets-her-props/568555/ 
 
 
https://www.merriam-
webster.com/words-at-play/how-
mean-became-nasty-cruel-unkind-
origin 
 
https://www.historytoday.com/history-
matters/pause-and-effect 
 
 
 
Teenspeak Word document (at end of 
document) 



 
 

Suggested Further Reading 
It is very important that you read a selection of broadsheet newspapers for reviews, editorials and 
comment pieces.  Reading short stories, travel writing, autobiographies and biographies is also 
very useful.   
Use the ‘essential twitter feeds’ word document for suggestions of who to follow. 
Other resources 
Mother Tongue – Bill Bryson 
http://www.englicious.org/  
Language Myths – Bauer and Trudgill 
The Etymologicon – Mark Forsyth 
The Stories of English – David Crystal 

 

Article from Week 1 
 

Becoming an A Level Language Student - a Quick Guide 
 

Examiner and university lecturer Dr Marcello Giovanelli tells students embarking on 
an A Level language course what to expect and how to make the most of the 
course. 

If you're reading this then you may well have just started your A Level studies in 
English Language. Congratulations on choosing an exciting, modern and engaging 
A Level course! However, the transition from GCSE or iGCSE to A Level can be a 
demanding one, and so in this article, I'll share some key principles of A Level 
language study with you that will help you to bridge the gap and get the most from 
your studies. Together, these form a 'quick guide' to becoming an A Level English 
Language student. 

1. Learning a Metalanguage and Avoiding Impressionism 
Given that you may not have had to do much explicit language work at KS4, you 
will find that you need to acquire a new terminology to deal with the kinds of 
analyses that you will undertake at A Level. We call this type of language about 
language a metalanguage. For English Language, most of this revolves around what 
we term levels of language (discourse, grammar, semantics, lexis, phonology), or 
what are currently known as linguistic methods or frameworks in examination board 
specifications. As a beginning linguist, it's important to start using these terms 
confidently and accurately to ensure that all descriptive linguistic work (any analysis 
that identifies and explores language features) that you do is as precise and clear as 
is possible, and avoids merely making impressionistic and speculative claims that are 
not rooted in language analysis. 

As an example, look at the text (above right). This was written by a mid-day 
supervisor and attached to a biscuit tin in a school staffroom. It was motivated by 



her anger towards a member of the teaching staff persistently going through the tin 
trying to find chocolate biscuits. 

A non-linguist might comment on this text in quite an intuitive way by identifying the 
angry 'tone', perhaps making some comment on the order that's being given, and 
even arguing that the use of the word 'please' makes the order seem more polite. 
However, because there's very little language analysis going on here beyond simply 
identifying words, the comments feel impressionistic and idiosyncratic; they are not 
grounded in a recognised and accepted way of talking about the content and 
structure of language. 

On the other hand, knowing even a little bit about how language works can be 
incredibly enabling, helping with the analysis and making you sound more 
competent and professional in your work. For example, using the knowledge that 
events can be grammatically presented using either the active or passive voice not 
only enables an analysis to take place using a shared and accepted 
metalanguage, but can also lead to a more intricate analysis. In this example, the 
mid-day supervisor has chosen to write in the passive 'they are getting broken' rather 
than the active 'someone/name of person is breaking them'. Since the use of the 
passive voice downplays the agent (person responsible) for the action of the verb, 
we can argue that using this form is generally significant. In this instance, we might 
deduce that the supervisor wants to avoid attaching a sense of blame to the 
breaking of the biscuits. Being able to discuss the grammar (or any other aspect) in 
this way is likely to lead to a much better analysis. 

2. The Importance of Context 
At A Level, engaging with context means moving beyond simple GCSE notions of 
audience and purpose. Now what's really important to remember is that by context 
we are referring to a range of factors both within and outside of the text, paying 
close attention to situations where a text is both written or spoken (the context of 
production), and where it is read or listened to (the context of reception). Returning 
to our 'biscuit tin' text, we could identify a whole range of contextual factors that 
would be important to comment on. 

In terms of the context of production, the fact that the text producer is a mid-day 
supervisor and not a member of teaching staff is significant since it is likely that she 
will have a less powerful role in the school, and consequently will need to be careful 
about not offending someone of a higher status. This goes some way to explaining 
her motivation for using the passive voice that was discussed earlier. 

In terms of the context of reception, we can imagine that this note would be seen 
by whoever was in the staffroom and happened to come across the biscuit tin, and 
that this could take place at many different times. It's relatively easy therefore to see 
that there are as many possible contexts of reception as there are potential readers, 
and that each reading will be motivated by who the reader is, the conditions in 



which they read (carefully, in a rush, whether they have had a good day or are fed 
up), whether they are actually guilty of breaking the biscuits and so on. Equally, 
context needs to be understood as a dynamic entity rather than a static one; the 
situation and circumstances in which a text is understood can change quite 
considerably. For example, the person responsible for breaking the biscuits might 
suddenly react in a very different way when he realises the message is aimed at him. 
In this instance the context that surrounds the reading, and therefore influences it, 
can develop and evolve as the reading itself takes place. 

There are two important points worth emphasising here. First, the relationship 
between context and language features is both a complex and incredibly 
important one. Writers and speakers make language choices that are influenced by 
contextual factors, and readers and listeners interpret what they read and hear 
within the specific situations in which they find themselves. Second, the richness of 
contextual detail and its importance in the process of making meaning means that 
it's often better to think of any data you engage with in your studies not as a 'text' 
but as part of a larger communicative act called a discourse event that has real 
participants with intentions, beliefs and emotions engaging in an act of 
communication. All of these influence what gets written or said, and how that gets 
interpreted. 

3. Ideas about Language 
Another key skill that you will develop as you progress through your studies will be 
your ability to read and engage with ideas about language study. This will move you 
beyond seeing yourself as someone who analyses language to someone who 
actively explores ideas and concepts that researchers and academics have 
grappled with. Whichever specification you are following for your own studies, being 
able to understand the various debates surrounding language topics, and 
integrating these into your own analyses of data is an important skill that you will 
need to master. In your analysis of the 'biscuit tin' text, you could draw on a number 
of theories related to how people communicate with each other (interaction and 
politeness theories), how status at work affects the ways in which language is used 
(language and occupation, the discourse of the workplace), and how technology 
might be influencing the ways in which we communicate in non-electronic forms 
(language change, attitudes to language). The best way to become competent at 
working with ideas like these is to try to explore them in the light of any data you are 
looking at in class. To what extent do you find that your data supports or challenges 
established research ideas that you have read? 

4. Read Around the Subject 
Of course, one of the best ways to explore issues and ideas in language is to read as 
widely as you can around the subject. emag is a great place to start for language 
articles that have been written specifically for A Level students, and your teacher will 
be able to guide you towards suitable ones. Beyond emag there is a wealth of 
material. As a start, you might try David Crystal's The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of 



the English Language (Cambridge University Press) for a good reference book and 
overall guide to language topics, Louise Mullany and Peter Stockwell's Introducing 
English Language (Routledge) for an excellent, albeit quite advanced, guide to the 
study of language and linguistics. 
Language: A Student Handbook on Key Topics and Theories (ed. Dan Clayton, 
English and Media Centre) offers an excellent collection of essays by leading 
academics on A Level language topics. 

It's also a good idea to use the internet to keep up to date with news stories and the 
latest debates involving language. Whether it's schools banning students from using 
non-standard English, how the latest innovations in technology are affecting the 
ways that we use language, or what the latest research in child language learning 
is, there's always something to interest the language student. Regularly visiting the 
online pages of tabloid newspapers will lead to no end of stories to read and discuss 
in class. To make things easier for yourself, you could subscribe to a blog which 
collects the latest news for you such as Dan Clayton's peerless EngLangBlog 
http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.co.uk 

5. Become a Data Collector 
Another important part of becoming a student of language is learning how to 
become a researcher of language. In fact your career as a collector of language 
data begins the moment you start your course. The wonderful thing about language 
data, of course, is that it's everywhere: in the conversations we have with friends, the 
TV we watch, the books, magazines, social media pages, and tweets we read, the 
websites we browse, the computer games we play and so on. Make a point of 
collecting interesting examples of language you see, either in hard copy form or 
using the camera facility or a scanning app on your smartphone. Record 
conversations of both real (do ask for permission!) and represented (on the TV and 
radio) speech, practise transcriptions, start a scrapbook, and share ideas with your 
fellow students via a blog or your school or college's VLE. Get used to working with 
data and start applying learning in class to your own examples that you collect. 
You've got an exciting two years of study ahead of you! 

Article Written By: Dr Marcello Giovanelli is a Lecturer in English in Education at the 
University of Nottingham. 

This article first appeared in emagazine 65, September 2014. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 10: Teenspeak Article 

Please be aware that some of the references in this text are quite old andyou may 
not have heard of them – this is the point.  

Teenspeak:  The Definitive Lexicon 2001 (compiled from J17 in Jan and Feb of 2001) 

 

Word used in 
2001 

Meaning in 2001 Word used in 
2020 

Possible reasons for 
change/ new expression 

anchor A nuisance of a 
brother or sister who 
stops you going out 
with your mates. 

  

bo Exclamation of 
encouragement or 
mark of approval (he 
is totally bo!) 

  

bothered Sarcastic expression 
at end of sentence 
to show indifference. 

  

bowl it 
around 

To walk around in a 
macho style. 
 

  

Britney 
Spears 
(rhyming 
slang) 

Beers   

busted Caught out 
 

  

cane To beat, be better 
than 
 

  

choccy Delicious, tasty (but 
not necessarily like 
chocolate) 
 

  

diss To criticise or attack. 
 

  

fine Attractive 
 

  

get hold of To form a romantic 
relationship 
 

  

gun To criticise someone 
 

  



heavy Term of approval for 
something 
fashionable. 
 

  

honey An attractive girl. 
 

  

hottie A fit boy 
 

  

minger Unattractive person 
 

  

mobie Mobile phone 
 

  

rinsin’ A good piece of 
music 
 

  

selecta A DJ 
 

  

slayer An assertive female 
 

  

swerve To change plans at 
the last minute 
 

  

wack False or insincere 
 

  

Wallace and 
Gromit 
(rhyming 
slang) 

Vomit   

 

 


