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Key information about the course 
 

The A Level Film Studies course is designed to develop your understanding, appreciation 

and enjoyment of film. We study Film in much the same way as you would study English 

Literature: films are our ‘texts’, so of course we must watch them closely and carefully 

so that we can explore the themes, messages and ideas presented in them. You will be 

looking at how film-makers create meaning, and how film texts elicit both intellectual and 

emotional responses in the spectator. Films from lots of different time periods and 

countries will be studied and explored, and the importance of a film’s context of 

production considered.  

 

NB: There are some films on the course which carry an 18 certificate. Please ensure 

that you and your parents are happy with this.  

 

 

 

Topics Studied: An Overview of the Course 
 

 

Induction Unit 
 

In order to think, discuss, analyse and write about films effectively, you need to have a 

good understanding of film form, how it is used to make meaning, and the relevant 

terminology associated with it. Therefore, we begin the course by developing our 

knowledge of this. Most of you will not have studied Film at GCSE, so for the first half 

term, you will complete an ‘induction unit’. This will involve learning to ‘read’ films. You will 

look at how meaning is made through the core elements of film form, which are: 

cinematography, sound, editing, performance, mise-en-scène. You will also begin to 

explore ideas about the filmmaker as auteur, film contexts, representation and narrative. 

We will do this through a focus on Hitchcock’s films Psycho, The Birds and Rear Window. 

 

  



The A Level Course 
There are three components to the course. Two are exam based and one is NEA 

(coursework). There are specific ‘additional’ study areas for each topic, which you will 

explore in addition to the core areas of study outlined above. Exams are essay based. 

This overview provides a snapshot of the topics on each of the two exam components, 

although we do not study them in this order.  

 

Component 1 (1 exam of 2 ½ hours, worth 35%). 
 

Section A: Hollywood 1930-1990 (comparative study). You will look at one film from 

the Classical Hollywood era and one ‘New Hollywood’ film. This year, students have studied 

Vertigo (Hitchcock, 1958) and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Forman, 1975 - 18 cert). 

Here, the specific study areas are auteur study and contexts. (Y12.)  

 

Section B: American Film Since 2005 (two-film study). Here, you will explore Carol 

(Haynes, 2005) and Captain Fantastic (Ross, 2015). The focus study areas here are 

ideology and spectatorship. (Y12.) 

 

 

Section C: British Film Since 1995 (two-film study). The films currently studied are 

Secrets and Lies (Leigh, 1996) and Sweet Sixteen (Loach, 2002 - 18 cert). Narrative and 

ideology are the focus areas. (Y13.) 

 

  



Component 2 (1 exam of 2 ½ hours, worth 35%). 
 

 

Section A:  Global Film (two-film study). You study only the core elements of film 

here, which makes it a good ‘first topic’ on the course following the induction unit in the 

Autumn Term of Year 12. You will study Pan’s Labyrinth (Del Toro, Spain, 2006) and House 

of Flying Daggers (Zhang, China, 2004). (Y12.) 

 

Section B: Documentary Film. This is a single film study, and you will explore Amy 

(Kapadia, UK, 2015). Critical Debates and Filmmakers’ Theories are examined in relation 

to this film. (Y13.) 

 

Section C: Film Movements – Silent Cinema. We look at four of Buster Keaton’s  

Short Films. We will explore Critical Debates about expressionism vs realism in relation 

to these. (Y13.) 

 

Section D: Film Movements – Experimental Film (1960-2000). Again, this is a 

‘shorter’ topic, where only one film is studied. We will look at Vivre Sa Vie (Jean-Luc 

Godard, France, 1962) and will explore ideas about the auteur and narrative. (Begun in 

Y12, finalised in Y13.) 

 

 

  



Component 3 (NEA, worth 30%). 
 

The NEA provides you with an excellent opportunity to use all the knowledge you have 

gained from the course to be creative yourself! You will begin your NEA in the Summer 

term of Year 12.  

 

Your work will take the form of:  

 

 either a short film (4-5 minutes)  

 

 or a screenplay for a short film (1600-1800 words) plus a digitally photographed 

storyboard of a key section from the screenplay.  

 

Whichever option you take, you will also write an evaluative analysis (1600-1800 words). 

A brief is supplied by the exam board which you are required to work to. You will also 

watch a range of short films (set by the exam board) which will help to inspire and 

influence you.  

 

 

  



How to get ready to study the subject 
 

1. Watch lots of films! 
 

This is the Film Studies equivalent of a ‘reading list’! The best way to prepare to study 

Film at A Level is to use the time you have over the summer to watch as many interesting, 

challenging and relevant films as you can. We will learn the terminology and the technical 

aspects of film language when we begin the course, but we do not have time in lessons to 

watch films other than those we study.  

 

Arriving with a good knowledge of the work of some of the key directors you will 

encounter in the first year of the course will give you an excellent head start, and will 

ensure that you are able to place our set texts within the context of a wider body of 

work. The idea of the film-maker as ‘auteur’ (having a definitive ‘style’) is explored across 

the whole course, so it helps to have a good knowledge of a director’s style across a 

number of his/ her films.  

 

Specific Recommendations 
You should find most of these on Netflix or Prime. If you don’t have access to these sites, 

you could do some research about the films online: watch trailers and clips and find out 

about the directors and their style. It’s always worth checking what is available on BBC 

iPlayer, too. BFI Player offer a 14 day free trial: https://player.bfi.org.uk/.  

 

Alfred Hitchcock 

A great place to start 

as we begin the course 

with an induction unit in 

which you will learn all 

about film terminology 

and techniques through 

Hitchcock’s work! A knowledge of ‘The 

Master of Suspense’ is essential for any 

Film student. 

Avoid watching Psycho, Rear Window and 

Vertigo as you will watch and study these 

films as part of the course. 

 The Man Who Knew Too Much 

(Hitchcock, 1956) 

 North by Northwest (Hitchcock, 1959) 

 Rope (Hitchcock, 1948) 

 Rebecca (Hitchcock, 1940) 

 Any other Hitchcock films you can get 

your hands on! 

 

Guillermo del Toro 

Avoid watching Pan’s 

Labyrinth as you will 

watch and study this 

film as part of the 

course.  

 

 Hellboy (del Toro, 2004) 

 The Devil’s Backbone (del Toro, 2001) 

 The Shape of Water (del Toro, 2017) 

https://player.bfi.org.uk/


Wuxia Genre 

(particularly the work 

of Zhang Yimou)  

Avoid watching The 

House of Flying 

Daggers as you will 

watch and study this 

film as part of the course. 

 Hero (Zhang Yimou, 2002) 

 Raise the Red Lantern (Zhang Yimou, 

1991) 

 Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon (Ang 

Lee, 2000) 

 The Matrix (The Wachowski Brothers, 

1999) may also be interesting here, as 

there is a strong Wuxia influence on the 

film. 

Milos Forman  

Forman is the director 

of ‘One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest’, which 

you will study as part 

of the ‘Hollywood 

1930-1990’ topic. The 

idea of the film-maker as auteur is a key 

focus here, so it is interesting to look at 

other examples of his work.  

 Amadeus (Forman, 1984). 

‘New Hollywood’ 

era Films 

Knowledge of 

films of this era 

will help your 

understanding of 

the context of this period of film-making.  

 Bonnie and Clyde (Penn, 1967) 

 Easy Rider (Hopper, 1969) – also of 

interest because Jack Nicholson 

appears here in his breakthrough role. 

He is the star of ‘One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest’, which you will study.  

 The Godfather (Francis Ford Coppola, 

1972) 

  

 

In addition, we would strongly recommend that you immerse yourself in some of the 

most highly critically acclaimed films produced in the history of the medium to date. 

The British Film Institute conducts a ‘critics’ poll’ every ten years, and publishes a list 

of the ‘Top 100 Films of All Time’, which is an excellent starting point for inspiration. 

We all love to watch current films on release in cinemas (when they are open!), but 

preparing for A Level gives you the opportunity to extend your knowledge of Cinema to 

films produced in other time periods, other countries and other languages. It is very 

exciting to discover a director or film movement new to you! Find the list at  

https://www.bfi.org.uk/greatest-films-all-time.  

 

  

https://www.bfi.org.uk/greatest-films-all-time


2. Listen to Podcasts 
 

There are some excellent podcasts about Film. Sign up to these and listen to them 

regularly! There are many episodes available online; choose one of each to listen to as 

you prepare for the course over the summer to get you started. You could dip your toe 

into the most recent programme or browse the back catalogues. The discussions, 

explorations and analysis will really broaden your thinking about Cinema. You will find 

them motivating and inspiring!  

 

Quirke’s Cast and Crew (BBC Radio 4)  

 

Antonia Quirke speaks to key cast and crew members 

working on the key film and drama series that are defining 

modern entertainment.  

These are very interesting, provide you with a fantastic 

insight into ‘behind the scenes’ roles and give you an 

understanding of some of the career opportunities open 

to you through studying Film! 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08w961r/episodes/player 

These aired as two series; no episodes are currently being broadcast but you can access 

all 8 episodes as podcasts:  

 Foley Artists 

 Animal Wranglers 

 Screen Composers 

 Location Managers 

 Stuntwoman  

 Camera Operator and Grip 

 Visual Effects 

 Gaffer and Best Boy 

The Film Programme (BBC Radio 4) 

 

The latest releases, the hottest stars and the leading 

directors, plus news and insights from the film world.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r5jt 

This one is a top recommendation.  

Literally hundreds of episodes available online. Pick up now 

with the most recent episode and browse! 

Their A-Z of film is also worth a look, as are the quizzes! 

The Business of Film with Mark Kermode (BBC Radio 4) 

 

Film critic Mark Kermode reveals the economic realities 

behind the film industry.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b054cbnp 

Although we don’t focus on the ‘business’ side of film as 

such on the course, industrial and production contexts 

are a feature of our study. Again, it’s useful to gain an 

insight into the industry should you wish to consider 

taking your studies in Film further in the future or pursue a career in this area.  
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08w961r/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r5jt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b054cbnp


Kermode and Mayo’s Film Review (BBC Radio 5 Live) 

 

Mark Kermode joins Simon Mayo to give his verdict on the 

week’s movies.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00lvdrj 

Mark Kermode is a real guru when it comes to Cinema, so 

anything he is involved in is worth looking at! 

 

 
 

And the Academy Award Goes To… (BBC Radio 4) 

 

Paul Gambaccini traces the history of the Oscars and tells 

the story behind award-winning films.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00h3wk3 

 

27 episodes available, including features on Milos Forman’s 

Oscar winners ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest’ and 

‘Amadeus’.  

 

 

3. Watch Documentaries about Film  

 
Mark Kermode’s Secrets of Cinema (iPlayer) 

 

Mark Kermode reveals the film-making tricks and 

techniques behind classic movie genres, from romcoms to 

horrors.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bbn5pt/mark-kermodes-

secrets-of-cinema 

There are 9 episodes available in total. They are excellent. You could watch them in 

sequence, or you could choose your favourite genre as a way in. Heed the guidance about 

age-appropriate content on some of the episodes.   

 

 

4. Read Articles about Film  
 

The Guardian 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/film 

A really excellent source of material on Film.  

 

The British Film Institute 

https://www.bfi.org.uk/explore-film-tv/films-tv-people 

If you are on social media, you can follow the BFI. They regularly post interesting articles 

to read. Their website is a wealth of information about Film.  

 

Roger Ebert Film Reviews 

https://www.rogerebert.com/ 

A reliable source of excellent reviews of films past and present.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00lvdrj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00h3wk3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bbn5pt/mark-kermodes-secrets-of-cinema
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bbn5pt/mark-kermodes-secrets-of-cinema
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/film
https://www.bfi.org.uk/explore-film-tv/films-tv-people
https://www.rogerebert.com/


Bridging Activities 
 

 

Project: My Discovery is… 
 

All of the resources listed in the ‘How to Get Ready for the Course’ section are places 

where you can go to develop and extend your knowledge of film. We want you to enjoy and 

be inspired!  

 

Hopefully, through watching films, listening to podcasts, watching documentaries, and 

reading articles, you will have discovered a passion for a film, genre, director, actor or 

studio which is new to you. 

 

Here are some examples of where your research might have taken you…  

 

Perhaps you read the article on Martin Scorsese in ‘The Guardian’ 

and watched his Zoom presentation for Mary Beard’s TV culture 

show, broadcast from his study in New York 

(https://www.theguardian.com/film/2020/may/29/martin-scorsese-

in-lockdown-culture-auteurs-eye-view-of-house-arrest-mary-beard-

tv). Then you browsed the podcast list for ‘The Film Programme’, 

listened to the episode on ‘Raging Bull’ 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000hpdj) and were inspired to have your own 

‘Scorsese season’ of film screenings at home.  

 

 

Perhaps you watched Kermode’s ‘Secrets of Cinema’ episode on 

Spy Movies 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gwzj/mark-

kermodes-secrets-of-cinema-series-2-3-spies), enjoyed what 

he had to say about Hitchcock’s work in this genre, and set off 

to watch as many of Hitchcock’s spy films as you could get your 

hands on.  Or maybe you then came across the BFI’s article on ’10 Great Spy Films’ 

(https://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/lists/10-great-spy-films), and pursued a 

new-found interest in the genre, watching a range of spy films from different directors 

and time periods.  

 

Kermode’s special ‘Secrets of Cinema’ episode on Oscar Winners 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0002pfq/mark-kermodes-

secrets-of-cinema-oscar-winners-a-secrets-of-cinema-special) is very 

interesting: maybe you watched this, then went to the podcast ‘And the 

Academy Award Goes to…’ and listened to the episode on ‘The Godfather’ 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00h3wlv). Possibly you also 

browsed the BFI’s ‘Greatest Films of All Time’ list and discovered that 

‘The Godfather’ polled at no. 21 (https://www.bfi.org.uk/films-tv-

people/4ce2b6ab4237b). Perhaps, therefore, your new-found cinematic gem is this 

trilogy of films, and you want to share your enthusiasm for them!  

  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2020/may/29/martin-scorsese-in-lockdown-culture-auteurs-eye-view-of-house-arrest-mary-beard-tv
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2020/may/29/martin-scorsese-in-lockdown-culture-auteurs-eye-view-of-house-arrest-mary-beard-tv
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2020/may/29/martin-scorsese-in-lockdown-culture-auteurs-eye-view-of-house-arrest-mary-beard-tv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000hpdj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gwzj/mark-kermodes-secrets-of-cinema-series-2-3-spies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gwzj/mark-kermodes-secrets-of-cinema-series-2-3-spies
https://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/lists/10-great-spy-films
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0002pfq/mark-kermodes-secrets-of-cinema-oscar-winners-a-secrets-of-cinema-special
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0002pfq/mark-kermodes-secrets-of-cinema-oscar-winners-a-secrets-of-cinema-special
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00h3wlv
https://www.bfi.org.uk/films-tv-people/4ce2b6ab4237b
https://www.bfi.org.uk/films-tv-people/4ce2b6ab4237b


 

My Discovery is… 
 

Wherever your watching, reading and listening has taken you, we would like you to focus 

on one of your newly-discovered topics to produce a piece of work to recommend your 

discovery to others.  

 

You can choose to focus on:  

 A director; 

 A film genre; 

 An actor; 

 A production company or studio (e.g. Studio Ghibli);  

 A film movement (a group of films produced in a particular country during a 

particular period of time).  

 

You should include:  

 Information on 3 films;  

 Information on director(s), actor(s), the genre; 

 Information about context if you can (when, where were these films made, were 

there any political or cultural events happening at the time which influenced 

them?); 

 Information on other influences if you can;  

 Information on the style of the film;  

 Anything else relevant!  

 

Sources 

You should use at least 2 different sources which have helped you find out more about 

your topic. These must include at least:  

 One podcast or TV programme;  

 One article (this can be online, from a reliable source such as those listed in the 

‘How to Get Ready for the Course section above).  

 

Presenting your Discovery  

You can then choose to present your ideas however you like! You could:  

 Make a PPT; 

 Make a big poster; 

 Make a short film; 

 Make a podcast; 

 Write an article. 

 

When we begin the course, it will be lovely to share these and hopefully, we can all pursue 

each other’s recommendations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 


