
 

 

 

You will be starting an A-Level Maths course in September, and it is important that you are ready 
for the step up. The best way to prepare yourself is to make sure you have a firm grasp of the 
knowledge and skills you have already developed at GCSE level. 

There are a number of key skills which you need to make sure you are confident with before 
starting the A-Level course and it is essential that you are not struggling with basic skills when you 
are trying to learn more advanced material for the first time. 

This set of resources is designed to help you check if you are up to speed and to help you to fill in 
any gaps. The more confident you are with these topics, the better placed you will be to start the 
A-Level in September so even if you think you know the topic, it is a good idea to run through the 
material to refresh your memory. Some of the ideas may be less familiar to you and you will need 
to spend longer on them. 

The table below shows the key topics and the work you can do on them. Start with the Key Work 
and use the MyMaths and MathsWatch videos to support your understanding. If you are finding it 
really tricky, use the MyMaths Prior understanding topics first. Your teachers will supply answers 
to the Key Work in September, if you want immediate answers to check your own understanding 
answer the questions on MyMaths or the interactive questions on MathsWatch.  

MyMaths login: phhs 

MyMaths password: parallel 

MyMaths Portal Logins: Not essential to be able to complete the work but they are useful to track 
your progress. These are available from your teachers (or Miss Marcham) if you have forgotten 
them. 

MathsWatch login: Ask your teacher (or Miss Marcham) 



Topic Key Work 

MyMaths 
Support (Type 
these into the 

MyMaths 
Search Bar) 

MyMaths Prior 
Understanding 

MathsWatch 
videos 

Indices and 
Surds 

Bridging Topic 1A – 
Read notes and 
examples and 
answer questions 

1033, 1045, 
1064, 1065, 
1951 

1053, 1924 82, 154, 188, 
207a, 207b, 
207c 

Linear 
Equations 
and 
Formulae 

Bridging Topic 1B – 
Read notes and 
examples and 
answer questions 

1155, 1170, 
1182, 1928, 
1929 

1178, 1186, 
1247, 1176, 
1175, 1171 

135a,137, 
139, 162, 
136, 190 

Quadratics 
and Cubics 

Bridging Topic 1C – 
Read notes and 
examples and 
answer questions 

1156, 1157, 
1181, 1950, 
1959, 1960 

1155 94, 157, 160, 
192 

Completing 
the Square 

Bridging Topic 1D – 
Read notes and 
examples and 
answer questions 

1185  209a, 209b 

Quadratic 
Formula 

Bridging Topic 1E – 
Read notes and 
examples and 
answer questions 

1160  191 

Line Graphs Bridging Topic 1F – 
Read notes and 
examples and 
answer questions 

1153, 1312, 
1314  

1395, 1396 96, 97, 159a, 
159b, 208, 
133 

Circles Bridging Topic 1G – 
Read notes and 
examples and 
answer questions 

1152, 1953  197 

Right Angled 
Trigonometry 

Powerpoint – Right 
Angled Trig 

Worksheet – Right 
Angled Trig 

1131, 1133, 
1145 

1112 168 

Sine and 
Cosine Rules 

Powerpoint – 
SineCosineRule 

Worksheet – 
SineCosineRule 

1095, 1120  201, 202 

 

 



Alongside all this, MyMaths has an excellent ‘Bridging To A level’ section, which you could work 

through.  If you use your personal logins, you will be able to track your progress through the 

sections. 

This section can be found at 

MyMaths – A level – Pure – Bridging from GCSE 

 

Reading List 

As a student who is choosing to study Mathematics at A Level, it is logical to assume that you have 

an interest in the subject. 

With that said, the following books may be of interest to you. 

 

Alex’s Adventures in Numberland by Alex Bellos 

Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities by Ian Stewart 

The Num8er My5teries by Marcus du Sautoy 

How Many Socks Make a Pair?: Surprisingly Interesting Maths by Rob Eastway 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon 

The Penguin Dictionary of Curious & Interesting Numbers by David Wells 

The Calculus Wars by Jason Socrates Bardi 

The Code Book by Simon Singh 

50 Mathematical Ideas You Really Need to Know by Tony Crilly 


