
 

 

 

5th May 2020 
 
Dear Theatre Users/Hirers,  
 
I hope this letter finds you all safe and well. We want to thank you for bearing with us during the 
temporary closure of the Arts Theatre and thank you for your messages of support during this 
difficult time. Due to the Coronavirus situation, we still do not know when the Evesham Arts Theatre 
can re-open, but as soon as the school is able to bring the theatre back into operation, please be 
assured, we will be in touch to re-arrange your bookings which will bring us all some much–needed 
entertainment following this worrying time.  
 
We also wanted to provide you with some additional reassurance about our unwavering commitment 
to the Arts Theatre following a recent statement released by Evesham Arts Association (EAA). The 
EAA has hired the Arts Centre from us for many years and it is only recently that they informed us 
with a sense of regret that, due to financial reasons, they could no longer continue to hire the 
venue from us to the scale that they had done historically. On behalf of the school, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognise all the wonderful work that their committee, members and 
volunteers have done, over many years, for the promotion of Arts in Evesham and we hope that 
they will continue to do so. 

It would appear that there has been some confusion, following the recent statement released by 
the EAA, which has led to some members of our community mistakenly thinking that it is the 
school’s intention to close the Arts Theatre. Nothing could be further from the truth as changes 
we have made in the management of the Arts Theatre have, in fact, been made in order to 
develop the theatre’s contribution to the community. I would like to assure you that Prince 
Henry's is totally committed to not only continuing, but growing, the promotion of the Arts in our 
local community here in Evesham with the support of valued users and hirers like yourselves. All 
theatre and other local groups will be able to continue using the Arts Theatre in the same way 
they have for many years. Now that the town is rapidly expanding, it is our intention to ensure 
that the theatre can encourage a more diverse and growing range of local arts groups to support 
the evolving needs of the community. 

The theatre was clearly state-of-the-art when it was built in the 1970s, and it has been under the 
ownership of Prince Henry’s High School since 1993. The school has done all it can, with support 
from community groups who use it, to upgrade the facility in recent times. Whilst the theatre is 
currently in good condition, we are aware that in the not-too-distant future we will need to 
explore ways of raising capital funding to future-proof the building so that it can continue to play 
its vital role in bringing the arts to the people of Evesham for the next 50 years.  

Therefore, in order to safeguard the future of the Arts Theatre, a brand new Trust, the Evesham 
Arts Theatre Trust has been established by the school. The Trust will be committed to:  
 

 Expanding the current programme of events for the community of Evesham which is rapidly 
expanding. We would like to ensure that the theatre can encourage a more diverse and growing 



 

range of local arts groups to support the evolving needs of the community at a time when 
Evesham has never needed it more 

 Offering a combination of both paid and volunteer positions to members of the local community 
which will enhance our  capacity for bookings  

 Making improvements to the bar, toilets and reception areas  

 Establishing a new online “box office” and website “Evesham Arts Theatre” 

 Exploring funding opportunities through grants that were not previously available to us 
 
To facilitate the bullet points listed above, my current role has been upgraded to that of Evesham 
Arts Theatre Manager and I am very passionate and totally committed to ensuring that the Evesham 
Arts Theatre will continue to grow and flourish for the benefit of the whole community for many 
years to come.  
 
Finally, I am delighted to have been informed that the EAA may wish to continue their relationship 
with us by holding some of their programme at the Arts Theatre and new dates for these events 
will be advised when the theatre is able to re-open. Moreover, I also wanted to reassure you that, 
when it is safe to re-open the Arts Theatre, we really look forward to discussing new dates for your 
events and performances, and I will be in touch accordingly.  
 
Please rest assured that Prince Henry's is as committed to supporting the arts in Evesham now in 
2020 as it was in 1979 when the Arts Centre first opened on our site. 
 
Meanwhile, please stay safe and well as we look forward to welcoming you all to the Arts Theatre 
very soon. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Samuel Dyer 
Evesham Arts Theatre Manager  
 

 

 

 


