
 

 

18th May 2020, 3.30pm 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
I hope that you and your families are all safe and well.   
  
Following the announcement by the Prime Minister on Sunday 10th May, his subsequent briefing the next day, 
followed by the guidance released by the DfE a few hours later, I wanted to update you in terms of our next 
steps. 
  
I have discussed all of this with the Senior Team, consulted with all the staff at the school as well as the 
Governing Body, and we are all in agreement with the following approach.  As we have consistently done so 
to date, we will only follow the guidance released by Public Health England and the DfE, and our number one 
priority is always the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff.  
 
I have also taken the opportunity to talk to our newly elected Senior Prefects during a virtual meeting with 
them and Mrs Webb yesterday. They were excellent, and I explored with them ideas relating to the eventual 
re-opening of the school, and how the school may look once we do re-open. This was along the lines of the 
consultation letter that went to staff.  They are aware the school will not be like a normal school until all 
social distancing measures are removed.  They too, were very supportive and mature in their understanding 
of the situation. 
  
In my role as Sub-Regional Representative for Worcestershire Teaching Schools, I have been in the privileged 
position of being able to meet with peer colleagues in Birmingham, Coventry, Stoke, Herefordshire, Cheshire, 
Staffordshire and Warwickshire as well as the Department for Education.  I also have a weekly meeting with 
the Worcestershire Secondary Heads, so I am aware of what is happening across the county as well. To have 
the opportunity to speak to so many peers across the region has been helpful in getting the balance right for 
us. 
  
I also want to give you an opportunity to understand our current broad thinking in terms of the potential 
future re-opening of the school, as and when we are advised to do this by the government. At this stage, we 
do not have full details, and as you will be aware from the media, the situation is changing by the day. 
However, what we do know is that if social distancing rules continue to be enforced, the school will not 
function as we have known it until those social distancing rules are removed.  
 
The latest guidance (11th May) is as follows: 
  
“From 1 June 2020, we expect that secondary schools and colleges will be able to offer some face to face 
contact with year 10 and year 12 pupils. This will not be a return to full timetables or pupils back in school 
or college full time, rather some support to supplement pupils’ remote education. In line with implementing 
protective measures and reducing contacts, schools and colleges should limit the attendance of the year 10 
and 12 cohort in the setting at any one time and to keep students in small groups as set out in our guidance. 
Schools and colleges should also ensure that the use of public transport for travel to and from school/college 
is minimised, especially at peak times.” 
 
In terms of the suitability of children being left at home, the following guidance has also been published: 
  
“It is important to be aware that you can be prosecuted if you leave a child alone ‘in a manner likely to 
cause unnecessary suffering or injury to health’. If you are at all unsure, the NSPCC recommends that 
children under 12 are rarely mature enough to be left alone for a long period of time, children under 16 
should not be left alone overnight and babies, toddlers and very young children should never be left alone” 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings


 

  
Therefore, given that nearly 600 students use public transport, my view has not changed in that the safest 
place for our students to be is at home. As you can see from the government guidance above, your child is 
old enough to be left unsupervised and we know they have access to suitable online provision to assist their 
learning. I fully appreciate that the online learning platform cannot reflect the student-teacher interaction 
that exists in the daily life of school, but sadly, the normal routine of school will not be the same until we 
are allowed to be fully open again. There is a danger that, by bringing in more teachers to teach a very small 
number of students, we will not be able to sustain the online learning package to the extent it is operating 
at the moment for those who have to remain at home.   
 
Given the guidance from the government, and in assessing the risks of bringing more people to school for 
what will be a very short individual face-to-face session, coupled with potentially reducing the capacity of 
our online learning programme, our proposal to our students and families during the summer term is as 
follows: 
  
We continue with our online work set through ShowMyHomework as robustly as possible.  This is the best and 
safest way for our students to learn during the current climate. 
 
I am aware that a number of colleagues have delivered some lessons through Microsoft Teams to Sixth Form 
students.  We are not going to insist that this is done for all lessons as ShowMyHomework is providing an 
excellent platform for this.  We are also aware that not all students have access to their own ICT facilities 
as computers are sometimes shared within families. To develop our online programme further, Mrs Wood is 
liaising with our Heads of Department about some lesson delivery through Microsoft Teams to students in the 
Lower School that could be delivered to larger cohorts, if not the whole Year Group.  There may be some key 
concepts or skills that we can get all students to develop simultaneously. Therefore, you might expect your 
child to have some lessons delivered using Teams, but it will not replace ShowMyHomework.  Parents should 
contact the Head of Year if this is likely to present a particular challenge for their child.  Your child will 
receive instructions about how to access and use Teams from their Head of Year next week via 
ShowMyHomework.  They will not be able to access Teams before 1st June. 
 
Once we return to school following the Whitsun break, given the government guidance above, and unless this 
changes, it will be timely for the Form Tutors to make personal contact with our students.  The Form Tutor 
will set up a Microsoft Teams face-to-face meeting to take place with each child, just to say hello and ask 
them how they are getting on.  Students can be given an opportunity to reflect upon what has gone well for 
them and the Form Tutor can offer them any advice if they need it. If the Form Tutor cannot make contact 
with your child for their meeting for any reason, then they will inform you.   
 
The school has remained open every day throughout lockdown, as I have mentioned in previous newsletters.  
Moving forward, we would still encourage all meetings to take place virtually or via a telephone conversation.  
My Senior Team Meetings and meetings with the Governing Body are all taking place that way.   
  
I have no further information about re-opening on a larger scale at this stage.  We have studied the guidance 
and if we are eventually instructed by the government to re-open with social distancing measures in place, 
it is inevitable we would have to make some very significant adjustments, as the school population is too 
large to enable social distancing measures to be observed effectively.    
 
In terms of how the school would look, it would be likely that the following adjustments would be made:  
 

 No more than one Lower School Year Group in school in at any point in time.  This would be the same for 
the Sixth Form. 

 A shortened day to prevent social gatherings between lessons, at tutor times, break times and lunchtimes. 

 Lessons of a shortened period, allowing opportunity for transition to the next lesson and carefully 
controlled access to toilet facilities, as well as time to sanitise classrooms between lessons. 

 Separate lunch sessions to reduce numbers in Dining Room. 

 Under most circumstances, no more than 15 in a class.  Classes would be placed into allocated rooms 
adjacent to each other, and the main class teacher, with the support of another teacher, would teach 
across both classrooms.  We fully recognise this is not ideal, but then, none of the options are. 

 A one-way system around school. 
 



 

At the current time, I am not in a position to comment upon how Country Transport would work. 
 
I envisage it is likely that we would operate a hybrid teaching model; a mixture of school and online 
learning.  However, nothing is set in stone, and I am suggesting the above approach to try and reassure you 
about our current thoughts in terms of a future re-opening. I would reiterate that we will only re-open the 
school if we have received a direct instruction from the government to do so, and of course, fundamentally, 
if it is safe for everybody concerned. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
Best wishes and stay safe, 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Dr Tony Evans 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 


