
 

 

3rd June 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope that you have had a relaxing Whitsun break and that this letter finds you all safe and well.   
 
Further to my letter dated 18th May, I want to provide you with some clarity following the Prime Minister’s 
announcement on 24th May regarding the further opening of schools in relation to Year 10 and 12 students 
from Monday 15th June.  I appreciate this announcement may have caused some confusion with parents 
believing that schools would be re-opening for all Year 10 and 12 students.   There is a lot of information in 
the media, but I want to reassure you that we have detailed plans in place for the eventual return of our 
students.  Our number one priority has always been the safety and wellbeing of students and staff, coupled 
with the best educational opportunity for our students.   
 
As you may have seen from my Assembly yesterday, we have taken advantage of an empty school to undertake 
a lot of work to ensure our students have the best environment for when they do return.  Some of this work 
had previously been scheduled for the Autumn and Spring Terms, and has allowed us to minimise disruption 
during the next academic year. Photographs of the works currently being undertaken are on the website, 
including our new Design Technology and Art building which is taking shape, the re-roofing of Holland and 
modifications to the Sixth Form Common Room and office area.  These works mean that currently we have 
less space than usual and therefore managing social distance becomes even more challenging. 
 
The latest advice from the government is as follows: 
 
“On 24th May, the Prime Minister announced that secondary schools should plan on the basis that from the 
week commencing 15th June, they can invite year 10 and 12 pupils back into school for some face-to-face 
support with their teachers, subject to the government’s 5 tests being met. 
 
The government is asking secondary schools to offer this face-to-face support to supplement the online 
education of year 10 and year 12 pupils, which should remain the predominant mode of education during 
this term for pupils in these year groups. 
 
Secondary schools should consider how pupils travel to and from school. Pupils should be encouraged to walk 
or cycle where possible. In preparing for wider opening, secondary schools should carefully consider: 
 

 how many pupils in year 10 and year 12 will be travelling at the same time 

 how those pupils are likely to travel 

 the likelihood of pupils mixing with each other and coming into contact with other people on the journey 
to and from school 

 
Schools should ensure that the use of public transport to travel to and from school is minimised as far as 
possible. Where it is totally necessary, this should not be during peak times. Schools should introduce 
staggered start and end times as appropriate to help achieve this. 
 
Numbers of secondary pupils must also be limited because we know older pupils are more likely to have a 
wider group of social contacts outside of school.” 
 
On 25th May, following the government’s announcement, Mrs Thomas and I had a meeting with County 
Transport, and we were informed that the largest buses would not be able to transport more than 15 students, 
given the current social distancing rules.  Given the advice to stagger the start and end times to the day, it 
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becomes almost impractical to run any form of sensible timetable, and we could end up disrupting the online 
provision currently in place.  The students would not have their usual timetabled teacher and we would not 
be able to deliver any form of curriculum provision in a sequential manner.   
 
Therefore, the most important point to all of this is that everything that I have stated in my letter dated 
18th May still stands until the end of this Summer Term.  As detailed in that letter, face-to-face contact 
will take place online via Microsoft Teams. 
 
The school has remained open throughout this pandemic and should you wish for your child to attend 
school, then provision can be made.  Please contact the front office and we will advise you accordingly. 
 
We are currently working on a detailed Risk Assessment of the site to ensure that when students can return 
to school, they can do so safely and learn appropriately.  County Transport have also agreed that they could 
accommodate the plans that we have drafted for September.  We are planning for this to be as highlighted 
in my letter of 18th May.  In September, if the current social distancing measures are still in place then we 
could potentially accommodate provision as follows: 
 

 No more than one Lower School Year Group in school in at any point in time. This would be the same for 
the Sixth Form.  Classes would receive their normal timetabled lessons with their timetabled teacher. 

 When not in school, online learning will continue and for those that are shielding, online learning will be 
available too. 

 A shortened day to prevent social gatherings between lessons, at tutor times, break times and lunchtimes.  

 Lessons of a shortened period, allowing opportunity for transition to the next lesson and carefully 
controlled access to toilet facilities, as well as time to sanitise classrooms between lessons.  

 Separate lunch sessions to reduce numbers in the Dining Room.  

 Under most circumstances, no more than 15 in a class. Classes would be placed into allocated rooms 
adjacent to each other and the main class teacher, with the support of another teacher, would teach 
across both classrooms.  We fully recognise this is not ideal, but then, none of the options are.  

 A one-way system around school. 
 
I hope that it will reassure you to know that we have engaged a Health & Safety specialist from our legal 
advisers to examine our Risk Assessment and, once we have received their feedback, the Governing Body will 
give final approval before we open on a much wider scale to students and staff.  The whole staff body, Senior 
Team, legal advisers and Governing Body will have been involved in ensuring our procedures for managing 
the school are as safe as they can be. 
 
We are planning to offer targeted face-to-face sessions in English and Maths for a small number of Year 10 
students who, for a variety of reasons, may have found online learning particularly challenging.  Mr Freeman 
will be writing to the parents of those students separately.  We also hope to offer some Year 12 face-to-face 
provision in July, following approval of our Risk Assessment and staff training.  As I have detailed in this 
letter, none of these will be normal lessons in line with individual students’ timetables.  They will be sessions 
of one-to-two hours’ duration that students will be invited to attend, and there will be no provision for school 
transport, nor will the school canteen be open.  Students will attend, engage in their learning in a socially 
distanced environment and then leave school. 
 
Staff will be involved in some training sessions over the next few weeks in relation to the contents of this 
letter.  This is because in September, at the current time, I envisage it is likely that we would operate a 
hybrid teaching model: a mixture of school and online learning. However, nothing is set in stone, and I am 
suggesting the above approach to try to reassure you about our current thoughts in terms of a future re-
opening. I would reiterate that we will only re-open the school if we have received a direct instruction from 
the government to do so, and of course, fundamentally, if it is safe for everybody concerned. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Dr A Evans 
Headteacher 


