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Prince Henry’s High School:                        
An Outstanding Academy for Students Aged 13-18 

Some Historical & General Information About the School 
 

Prince Henry's High School is a 13-18 co-educational Comprehensive School with approximately 1300 
students, including a strong traditional Sixth Form of approximately 340.  Prince Henry's was 
designated as a Specialist Language College in 2002, taking on a second specialism in Mathematics 
and Computing in 2007.   In March 2011, Prince Henry’s became an Academy and was awarded 
Teaching School Status in May 2014.   We were successful in our School-Centred Initial Teacher 
Training (SCITT) application and we welcomed our first cohort of 12 trainee teachers in September 
2017.  In 2016 Prince Henry’s was recognised by the Department for Education as one of England’s 
top 100 non-selective state schools in terms of student progress from KS2 to KS4. 
 
Prince Henry's had its origin about 600 years ago in the Benedictine Abbey of Evesham; the date of 
the first Abbey School is not precisely known, but the traditional date is 1377.   After the dissolution 
the school maintained an independent existence with an annual grant from the Crown and in 1605 
was granted a royal re-foundation under the name of the then Prince of Wales (Henry, the eldest 
son of James I).   It continued, though always precariously, as an Independent Grammar School; 
admitted girls in 1906, and soon after was taken over by the County Council of Worcestershire to 
run as a County Grammar School.   In 1973, it took its first non-selective intake.   As a school, we 
are conscious of our history and of a longstanding tradition of doing things well.   Prince Henry's is 
now a full range Comprehensive School with a fair representation of students throughout the ability 
range.   Very few students are lost to the independent/selective sector and this is reflected in the 
size of the Sixth Form, which is recruited largely, but not exclusively, from our own Year 11.   The 
school also has students with learning difficulties who are supported by the work of the Learning 
Support staff.   Over the years, the school has achieved considerable success in its work with 
traveller children from the Vale of Evesham.   The school became Grant Maintained in September 
1993 and from 1999 until 2011, it was a Foundation School.   
 
Students come from parts of the town of Evesham and from villages nearby.   Education in South 
Worcestershire is organised on a three-tier system and students transfer to Prince Henry's 
principally from Bredon Hill Academy and St Egwin's CE Middle School and from various other 
schools.   Every year a significant percentage of the intake joins us from outside the traditional 
catchment area.   Prince Henry's has been heavily oversubscribed in recent years and the school 
enjoys and excellent reputation.  We work very closely with our feeder Middle and First Schools. 
 
The genuinely comprehensive nature of the school and our commitment to the achievement of 
success for all our students makes it an interesting and satisfying place in which to work.   The 
atmosphere of the school is positive and ordered, congenial and friendly.    
 
With very few exceptions, our students recognise that the school exists for their benefit and seek 
to make the most of the considerable opportunities that are available.   There is a strong sense of 
student loyalty to the school. 
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We place great emphasis on good, formal but friendly relations between staff and students.   There 
is an impressive working atmosphere in the school and students are expected to, and in turn expect 
to, behave well, display good manners and common courtesies and maintain high standards of dress. 
 

The present Year 9 is divided into three parallel groups.   This arrangement allows considerable 
flexibility and departments are thus enabled to set students as they wish in each of the main subject 
areas.   Several Modern Languages are offered to students in Year 9, including French, German, 
Spanish and Italian.  Nearly all students take at least one language at GCSE, and can take an 
additional language if they wish. All Year 9 students study a GCSE in Citizenship, with the exam 
being taken in Year 10. 
 

In recent years in Years 10 and 11, the curriculum has been based upon an Options system with 
most students taking English, Maths, Science, ICT, a Modern Foreign Language plus four options.   
This list of optional subjects is extensive and includes some non-examination classes for the least 
able students.   There are approximately 340 students in the Sixth Form following A Level courses 
or equivalent.   Each year a very high percentage of students from Prince Henry's proceed to 
Universities and other Higher Education establishments including Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. 
 

The School is seeking to recruit strong subject specialists who combine knowledge of their own area 
with a willingness to consider and participate in some of the far-reaching changes taking place in 
the secondary curriculum.   The pastoral system is positive and supportive and plays an integral 
part in the structure of the school.   All teaching staff will be expected to act as Tutor to a mixed 
ability Tutor group.   The pastoral system is organised on a year basis.   Each year group has a Head 
of Year, Deputy Head of Year, Assistant Deputy Head of Year and a team of Tutors.  
 

When recruiting non-teaching staff, Prince Henry’s is looking for high quality professionalism and a 
good set of skills in the appropriate and relevant areas. 
 

All students are actively encouraged to take part in extra-curricular activities, clubs and societies.   
Team games at Form, House and School level are well supported.   Excellent playing fields adjoin 
the school and there is a full programme of competitive sport after school and at weekends.   The 
list of clubs and societies is extensive and wide ranging in scope, taking place at lunch time and 
after school.   Drama, Music and Dance are particularly strong.   Productions and performances 
recently include “Romeo & Juliet”, “Hairspray”, “The Crucible”, “Guys and Dolls”, “The Taming of 
the Shrew”, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”, a stunning production of "Les Misérables”, “Much Ado 
About Nothing”, “Oklahoma”, “Me and My Girl” and, for Spring 2020, “Our House”. There are also 
music festivals, dance performances, Christmas and Summer concerts.       
 

Large numbers of students are involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Bronze, Silver 
and Gold levels.   There are also several educational trips and visits within this country and abroad. 
The breadth and quality of the school’s curriculum and extra-curricular activities is also reflected 
the accreditations we hold for International School Award, Artsmark Gold, School Games Platinum,  
Careers Mark and SMSC Gold Mark. 
 

All these activities reflect the energy and commitment of the teaching staff at Prince Henry's and 
it is hoped that new colleagues will be able to strengthen and add to this important area of school 
life.   The cohesion of the school owes a great deal to the unifying effect of all these activities.   
Our school magazine "The Henrician" is published annually and regular extensive newsletters for 
parents are also published. 
 

In recent years, students across the ability range have enjoyed considerable academic success. In 
2019 for example, 170 students took A Level courses and achieved a 98% pass rate.  The Average 
Point Score per A-Level entry was 32.5, which was slightly higher than last year.  16% of the grades 
were A*-A; 43% were A*-B; 75% were A*-C and 90% were A*-D. Our top student achieved an amazing 



3 | P a g e    
RecruitmentMasters/PHHSGenInfo-Sept2019 

 
 

A*A*A, with the next two gaining A*AAC, whilst one student was awarded a place at Oxford 
University.  Approximately 85% of our Sixth Form students go on to university, of whom well over 
35% consistently go to Oxford, Cambridge, a Russell Group or Times Top 20 university. 
 
At GCSE, a record number of 317 students sat examinations in 2019.  24 students achieved the 
equivalent of an outstanding 8 or more 7-9 numeric grades. In addition, 62 students (20% of the 
cohort) gained 5 or more 7-9 numeric grades. We are also delighted that many of our students 
worked extremely hard to achieve their target grades with 98% achieving 5 GCSEs with numeric 
grades (grades 9-1). 
 
The results across many of the benchmarks closely matched those seen in the last few years, and 
once again we have had seen some record breaking measures for the school.  Impressively, 219 
students, just under 70% of this very large cohort, achieved 5 A*-C grades (including standard passes 
in Maths and English) and 59% of all the numeric grades across all subjects were strong passes (grade 
5+).   A record number of students, 132 (42%) in total, achieved the English Baccalaureate. Nearly 
three quarters of our students (235 in total), achieved standard passes (numeric grade 4 and above), 
in both English and Maths.  165 students (52%), obtained strong passes (numeric 5 and above) in 
both English and Maths. 263 students (83%) achieved a Standard Pass in Maths, with 200 students 
(63%) achieving a Strong Pass. 253 students (80%) achieved a Standard Pass in English with 203 
students (64%) achieving a Strong Pass.   
 
Our Value Added at KS4 is regularly very high and often amongst the best in the country, in some 
categories being in the top 1% nationally 

 
Prince Henry’s was inspected by Ofsted twice during 2014. In June, a survey inspection was 
conducted for our “alternative curriculum provision”.  The findings were extremely positive and 
reinforced the truly comprehensive nature of the school, with the Inspector in his report observing 
that “staff are prepared to ‘go the extra mile’ for the students”.  In November, the school was 
visited again, this time as part of Ofsted’s survey into provision for More Able Students.  The final 
report, published in March 2015, was very critical towards secondary schools in general.  However, 
Prince Henry’s was featured very favourably within it: “This large high school (13-18) is excellent 
at raising students’ awareness of higher education and preparing them for the next phase of their 
education.”  
 

We received our last General Inspection in May 2013.  The Inspectors again judged Prince Henry’s 
to be outstanding, the fourth consecutive inspection in which we have been placed in the highest 
category.  Our Sixth Form was also judged to be outstanding, as were most of the individual 
component judgements such as Teaching & Learning and Care, Guidance & Support.  The following 
are extracts from the first page of the report:- 
 

 The school provides an exceptionally high quality of education for its students.  They make 
outstanding progress in their academic and personal development. 

 Teachers have very high expectations of students and develop excellent working relationships 
in the classroom.  Students have very positive attitudes towards their learning. 

 Students are very proud of their school.  Their behaviour in lessons and around the school is 
exemplary. 

 The Sixth Form is outstanding and students make excellent progress on their AS-level and A-
level courses ... 

 The Headteacher is very ably supported by his Senior Leadership Team.  School leaders are 
relentless in their drive for improvement in all parts of the school’s work. 

 The very experienced governing body is exceptionally effective.  Governors provide both 
support and challenge for the school and are committed to its continued improvement. 
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The school operates a 10-day timetable, with a school day of 5 x 1 hour lessons.   No member of 
staff teaches more than 43 periods per 10-day cycle.  Prince Henry’s operates its own local pay 
agreement for all staff. 
 
The school buildings have grown over the years and reflect a variety of architectural traditions.   
The oldest part dates from 1909 and there have been considerable additions down the years.   In 
particular, the Evesham Arts Centre, which opened in 1979, provides the school with the use of a 
326-seat theatre and studio theatre, and is also available for hire as a community venue outside of 
school hours.   Similarly, the large well-equipped Sports Hall, which was built in 1997, is also 
available as an out-of-hours amenity, along with a floodlit all-weather sports pitch.   As well as a 
variety of specialist and general classroom blocks that have been constructed around the school’s 
extensive site, a spacious Sixth Form Centre was built and opened in 2004. 
 
We recently completed a seven-year building and refurbishment programme, which saw £5m of 
capital investment into the site, including a new 14 classroom building, The Grove, and the 
complete modernisation of our Science laboratories and Learning Resource Centre. Most 
department have benefited from improved teaching and working environments, including the 
installation of air conditioning in many places.  Student amenities have also been significantly 
improved.  We are now looking forward to the construction of our £3.5m new Art and Design 
Technology building.  Work will commence in 2020, with the new block scheduled for completion 
in 2021. 
 
The award of Teaching School Status has enabled us to upgrade the Alex Gregory Sports Pavilion 
(named after Old Henrician and double Olympic rowing gold medallist Alex Gregory) and convert it 
to a Conference Centre.   
 
Considerable investment has also been made into equipment for students.  As well as enhanced 
media and ICT facilities in many classrooms, two up-to-date Apple Mac suites, together with a new 
ICT suite for students with Special Needs. An area of the school has also been developed specifically 
to provide a suitable environment for students requiring a bespoke alternative curriculum. 
 
There is strong support for Prince Henry's in the local community where we enjoy an excellent 
reputation.   We can look forward with great confidence to the future as a Teaching School, SCITT 
and National Support School.   
 
Full staff meetings are held each half term in addition to a ten-minute briefing session each Monday 
morning.   Heads of Department meet formally each half term and the Curriculum Committee (a 
similar group that exists to consider issues in more depth) meets as required.   There is a Staff 
Development Committee.   Year Heads meet weekly and Tutor meetings on a year basis are held at 
regular intervals. 
 
The Senior Leadership Team currently comprises the Headteacher; two Deputy Heads: Helen Wood 
and Ben Freeman; and four Assistant Heads: Antonia Lungley, Nuala Barker, Suzanne Thomas and 
Andy Duffy. 
 
Evesham is an expanding town, within Wychavon - a beautiful area consistently recognised as one 
of the best places to live in the UK. The school is within reasonable reach of Oxford, Stratford, 
Cheltenham, Worcester and Birmingham, close to good road and rail links. 
 
Dr Tony Evans 
Headteacher 
September 2019 


