
 

 

23rd March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you have all enjoyed the weekend, had a Happy Mother’s Day and are keeping safe and well.    
 
We are aware that many students are working hard this morning through ShowMyHomework and on 
the website in the Safeguarding area, there is a short appendix to our Safeguarding Policy which 
focuses on online learning – “Prince Henry’s Safeguarding Children Policy:  Appendix for Online 
Teaching in Response to Covid-19”. 
 
I am also providing you with some additional information in relation to Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form 
Exams that we received after school had closed on Friday.  The link to the government’s guidance 
in relation to this is below: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-
and-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 
 
In relation to how children will be assessed this year, I wish to reassure parents that Prince Henry’s 
is in a very strong position to enable your child to be awarded the grades that they were most likely 
to attain.  You have already seen published “Target Grades” and “Working At Grades” through the 
reports issued earlier this year.  We are a school with very large Year Groups and a very large Sixth 
Form.  We therefore have an enormous amount of data in relation to your child.  For the last seven 
or so years, our internal predictions have matched our outcomes very closely.   
 
Our current Year 11 cohort was on track to achieve Attainment (outcomes received) broadly in line 
with the previous cohort and in terms of Progress (progression since Key Stage 2), we were 
expecting this to be slightly higher than last year. The key point I am making here, and as I also 
mentioned in my assembly to them last Friday, is that we know how hard they have worked and we 
are very proud of what they have achieved to date.  We are determined that they will not be 
disadvantaged as a result of Covid-19. 
 
In relation to the Sixth Form, the cohort that has just left us was one of the best we have had.  Our 
Sixth Form results in recent years have been exemplary and this year group was no exception.  We 
were expecting the Attainment and Progress of this Year Group to be better than last year and, 
again, as I mentioned to them in assembly on Friday, we are determined that they will not be 
disadvantaged as a result of Covid-19. 
 
It is a shame that your child is unable to take their exams and I explained to all the students on 
Friday, that they would not be the forgotten cohorts.  We will do everything we can to ensure 
your child has the grades they truly deserve, and I can promise you, that the grades will be 
real, and the academic integrity of Prince Henry’s will be preserved.  In the grades that we 
submit to QCA (The Qualifications & Curriculum Authority), there will not be a “bounce up”, 
neither will there be a “fall”.  The historic profiles for both year groups will be consistent with 
our projections. 
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In relation to students in Years 11 and 13, whilst I appreciate students are not taking exams 
and the pressure of imminent exams is now off them, I think it is still sensible to advise the 
students to learn work as if they were taking the exams. This will be particularly important for 
students in Year 11 in relation to the subjects they intend to study at A Level and for Year 13 
students in relation to their planned university studies.   
 
My understanding is that whilst the school will submit results, QCA will award these, using a range 
of factors. The government has said that students will have the option to sit exams in the autumn 
if they feel they can achieve a better grade than that awarded. Therefore, as per my previous 
paragraph, maintaining a focus upon revision during the coming weeks would be beneficial.  
 
These are absolutely unprecedented times, and I have given you all the information that I am 
already aware of.  Please could I ask parents not to contact individual members of staff or 
Heads of Year about your child’s grades.  There are robust internal tracking systems in school.  
This is out of our control and, as a parent myself I appreciate this is easier said than done, but 
my strongest advice is to try not to worry about the Mock exam outcomes, incomplete NEAs, 
incomplete coursework assignments or any practical assessments.  Staff cannot give you any 
further information than what we know from the government.  I repeat what I said earlier: the 
school will act with the utmost professionalism and integrity in relation to GCSE and A Level 
outcomes. 
  
For students in Years 9, 10 and 12, it is important for them to continue their studies during this 
closure and internal assessment will be key, as there could be further adjustments next year.  All 
tasks will be set on ShowMyHomework.  Please ensure that your child maintains a good routine in 
relation to their work, and to pace their work over the coming days and weeks.  It is important that 
they too look after their health and therefore, please follow the government guidance in relation 
to social distancing.  The health of you and your families must be the most important priority at 
this current time. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Best wishes – stay safe and well. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Dr A Evans 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


