
 

 

 
26th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Further to the recent communications by Dr Evans I am introducing myself to you as the Senior 
Member of Staff who will be dealing with the Examination Results this summer. Mrs Wall, our 
Examinations Officer, and her team will also be playing a crucial role. 
 
We appreciate that at the moment, there are probably more questions than answers, particularly 
for Year 11 and 13 students.  This is an unprecedented situation and there are many questions we 
do not have the answers to ourselves. Dr Evans has provided you already with all the detail we 
know, but we thought we would try and collate that now for you so you can see it in one place, 
coupled with some common questions and answers. 
 
Our understanding from the Government is that the examination grades will be awarded as follows: 
 
Regulators will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to each student 
which reflects their performance as fairly as possible.  At this moment in time we have not been 
told how this process will look. 
 
Exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students well, to submit their judgement 
about the grade that they believe the student would have received if exams had gone ahead.  To 
produce this, teachers will be asked to take into account a range of evidence and data including 
performance on mock exams, and non-exam assessment. Guidance on how to do this fairly and 
robustly will be provided to schools and colleges but we have not had this information yet. 
 
Exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including the student’s 
prior attainment and the school’s prior academic performance, and use this information to produce 
a calculated grade for each student, which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in. 
The Government’s aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July. 
 
The distribution of grades will follow a similar pattern to that in other years, so that this year’s 
students aren’t disadvantaged. 
 
Students will be able to appeal their grades at this point if they don’t believe the right process has 
been followed. 
 
There will also be an option to sit exams early in the next academic year for any students who wish 
to. Students may also choose to sit exams next summer. 
 
A link to Dr Evans’ letter detailing what we knew on 23rd March is provided below:- 
 
https://www.princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Letter-to-parents-
23032020-letterhead.pdf 
 

https://www.princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Letter-to-parents-23032020-letterhead.pdf
https://www.princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Letter-to-parents-23032020-letterhead.pdf


 
Detailed information regarding Examinations for 2020 together with updates from the Mrs Wall are 
provided here: 
 
https://www.princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk/archives/22975 
 
The following link to the government’s guidance in relation to Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form Exams 
has a list of answers to common questions: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-asand-
a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 
 
I will now answer some common questions we have been asked:- 
 
What is our advice regarding Non-Examined Assessments? 
 
Dr Evans detailed in his letter dated 25th March: 
 
“We have had no clarity yet in relation to NEAs. You will be aware that school was disrupted while 
many students were in the middle of these assessments. We do not know how the NEAs will be 
used by examboards, but notwithstanding whether work done to date will or won’t be used, the 
best advice I can give at the moment is as follows:  
 

 Where students can do so safely within Government guidelines, we are encouraging them to 
continue with NEAs until we receive further guidance from the exam boards.  

 This advice is for the students’ own sense of satisfaction and preparation for their next steps 
in their educational journey.  

 The NEA might possibly even help a student in the event of a future appeal.  

 Unless we are given further updated guidance, please note at this stage that staff will not be 
able to provide any further feedback in relation to the NEAs. We are mindful that there is no 
undue stress placed on either students or staff. I reiterate what I said in my letter of 23rd 
March that students should not worry about the mock outcomes, incomplete NEAs, coursework 
assignments or practical assessments.” 

 
My child did not do well in their recent mock exams. Is this a problem? 
 
The Examination Results will be based upon Teacher Assessments taking into account a range of 
factors, classwork, homework, attitude to learning, in-class assignments, internal examinations, 
practical work and non-examined assessments to date. You have already seen published “Target 
Grades” and “Working At Grades” through the reports issued earlier this year. In his letter of 23rd 
March, Dr Evans sought to reassure parents, “I appreciate this is easier said than done, but my 
strongest advice is to try not to worry about the Mock exam outcomes, incomplete NEAs, 
incomplete coursework assignments or any practical assessments”.  As you can read from the DfE 
list of Q and A: Mock exam results will be one of the pieces of evidence that will be taken into 
account in this process, alongside other factors. Ofqual will ensure schools are provided with clear 
guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly but we have not yet been given that guidance. 
 
Will the results be higher or lower than in previous years? 
 
Our current Year 11 cohort was on track to achieve Attainment (outcomes received) broadly in line 
with the previous cohort and in terms of Progress (progression since Key Stage 2), we were 
expecting this to be slightly higher than last year. We know how hard Year 11 have worked and we 
are very proud of what they have achieved to date.  
 

https://www.princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk/archives/22975
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-asand-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-asand-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020


In relation to the Sixth Form, the cohort that has just left us was one of the best we have had. Our 
Sixth Form results in recent years have been exemplary and this year group was no exception. We 
were expecting the Attainment and Progress of this Year Group to be better than last year.  
 
We can assure you, that the grades will be real, and the academic integrity of Prince Henry’s will 
be preserved. In the grades that we submit to the exam boards, there will not be a “bounce up”, 
neither will there be a “fall”. The historic profiles for both year groups will be consistent with our 
projections.  Ofqual have announced they are likely to include considering measures that reflect 
how much progress a student would have been likely to have made at the school they are attending. 
 
Will the grades be the same as grades issued in previous years? 
 
The answer to that question is “Yes”.  We will submit our grades to QCA, they will moderate them 
and then award a final grade to the student.  The grades awarded to students will have equal 
validity to the grades awarded in other years and should be treated in this way by universities, 
colleges and employers. 
 
I have heard that grades may not be issued in August. Is this true? 
 
Our understanding is that grades will be issued to students before the end of July.  We have no 
further detail than this.  We are aware that students and staff are likely to have holidays booked 
then, but until we have certainty about the release date, or whether we will be allowed to travel, 
we cannot provide you with any further information at this time. 
 
If there are no exams, should my child revise their work? 
 
Dr Evans provided the following advice in his newsletter dated 23rd March: 
 
“In relation to students in Years 11 and 13, whilst I appreciate students are not taking exams and 
the pressure of imminent exams is now off them, I think it is still sensible to advise the students 
to learn work as if they were taking the exams. This will be particularly important for students in 
Year 11 in relation to the subjects they intend to study at A Level and for Year 13 students in 
relation to their planned university studies.”  
 
Why are staff still setting work for Year 11 and Year 13 students? 
 
The answer to this is to ensure students cover all the content from the syllabus.  For both these 
year groups, we plan to finish the teaching of content online by Friday 1st May.  Our advice then is 
that they spend the rest of May revising, in the same way as they would if they had been in school 
and taking the exams in June. 
 
Why haven’t you started teaching A-Levels to current Year 11 students? 
 
It is far too early.  They need to complete their GCSEs as smoothly as they can and revise the 
content as detailed above.  It is important to start A-Level teaching in a proper way, after they 
have embedded and consolidated their GCSE content first. 
 
There will be many other questions you have right now and we are liaising with exam boards 
regularly to establish these answers ourselves. However, please be reassured we will uphold the 
process rigorously and robustly and are determined your child will not be disadvantaged.  The best 
advice I can give is to check the school website regularly for updates. 
 



Please could I ask that you do not contact individual teachers regarding these estimated grades as 
none of us have not yet received the guidance from Ofqual on how to calculate them and therefore 
cannot give any additional information. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

A C Lungley 

 
Mrs A Lungley 
Assistant Headteacher i/c Assessment 
 
 

 

 

 

 


