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SCHOOL YEAR 2018/19
NEWSLETTER NO. 5
Dear Parent/Guardian,
As Easter is very late this year, with a very short first half to
the Summer Term, I am sending you my latest newsletter a
little earlier than usual, so that I can share some important
news with you.

Pilot Ofsted Inspection

As you are aware, the school took part in an Ofsted Pilot
Inspection to support preparation for the new framework
that is being introduced by Ofsted in September. The visit
took place between 2nd and 4th April, but as this was a
pilot inspection, no report or grading will be provided by
Ofsted. However, I can inform you that whist the inspection
was very robust and formal, it was indeed a very positive
experience for the school. The inspectors looked across a
number of areas, with particular focus upon MFL, Science,
Maths, SEND and the Sixth Form. Whilst I am not allowed
to convey any findings, the language expressed during
their feedback session by the inspection team to members
of the Governing Body and Senior Leadership Team was
exceptionally positive. Our collective published Progress
Data for Key Stage 4 and 5 remains consistently high and
this was acknowledged by the team during their visit.

Inclusion Festival 2019

Y11 Rewards Tea Party

£3.4m for New D&T and Art Block

I am delighted to inform you that the school was successful
in obtaining a bid from the DfE to build a new D&T and
Art block, whilst simultaneously fully refurbishing the
existing Psychology and SEND facilities. The project will
also enable the site to receive enhanced landscaping. The
building works will commence in September and will be
completed in February 2021. Please keep an eye on our
website once the project is under way, to see how the build
is progressing.

Author Visit

Letter from Rt Hon Nick Gibb, Minister of State
for School Standards

At the start of the week, we received a letter from Nick Gibb
congratulating Prince Henry’s on its policy of entering the
vast majority of our students for at least one Modern Foreign
Language exam at GCSE. Mr Gibb said in his letter that

News Day 2019

ideally, the government wants to ensure that every child,
regardless of their background, has the chance to study a
language to GCSE. In recognising that Prince Henry’s is
one of the top state funded mainstream secondary schools
in the country, in terms of the opportunity for students to
study a modern language, Mr Gibb said “[Prince Henry’s
is] providing pupils with a firm foundation in linguistic
knowledge, broadening their horizons and enabling them to
embark on further study and develop a love of languages.”

International Pi Day

Career Mark

We are delighted to be re-accredited with the Career Mark
for a further two years. Career Mark is a nationally recognised
qualification that assesses the quality of Career Education,
Information, Advice and Guidance. It is rigorous in its
evaluation of the careers help that is given in school with
an external inspection of the management and curriculum
on offer, together with an assessment of the outcome for
the students in their destinations and knowledge of career
planning. My thanks to Mrs Tozer and her team for all their
work in supporting Careers education within the school.

Career Mark 2019

Staff Update

Congratulation to Mrs August, who recently gave birth to a
daughter and Mr Granados, whose wife recently gave birth
to their first child, a son.
Mr Bullas and Mrs Hall have continued to make good
recoveries and both have been into school recently to meet
with myself and other colleagues. We are looking forward
to welcoming them back to work on a phased return basis
after the Easter holidays.

Super Curriculum

Exams

In a few short weeks the main exam season will start. Please
could I ask parents to support us by encouraging good
work habits at home. Coursework is being finalised and
revision programmes are under way. Independent revision
must now become a priority so that our students have the
best chances for success in the forthcoming examinations.
There will be additional revision sessions taking place and
students will be informed of these as appropriate. We wish
all our students every success in their exams.

Destinations Day

For those students not sitting national exams, they must
continue to work hard both in school and independently
at home to develop the excellent study habits that are
required for future examination success. Please remember
that students in Years 9 and 12 will also be taking internal
school exams in the coming weeks.
Copies of the overall exam timetables for all year groups,
together with information relating to exam procedures are

Senior Prefects Tea Party

posted in the Parents & Students/ Examinations area of our website, together with information regarding
the issuing of results for students in the Sixth Form. A letter regarding the arrangements for Year 11
students is being sent home and a copy will be posted in the Examinations/Year 11 area of our website.

Sixth Form Driving

As students in the Sixth Form are now passing their driving tests and bringing their own cars to school,
I would like to send out a very important reminder. This is in relation to the speed at which a few of
our Sixth Form students are driving down Victoria Avenue and Inches Lane. We continue to speak
to students in assembly about the importance of safe driving and anybody who is witnessed driving
inappropriately will be tackled robustly and, where necessary, we will seek parental involvement.
To repeat my previous messages, the bottom line on this issue is very simple for me. I do not wish for
anybody to be injured, or for the person who is driving to have to live with potentially devastating
consequences for the rest of their lives. I am sure I can count on your support with this.
With a large volume of traffic coming to and from Prince Henry’s every day, we also have our local
neighbours to consider and I thank you for your support on this matter.
With a large volume of traffic coming to and from Prince Henry’s every day, we also have our local
neighbours to consider and I thank you for your support on this matter.

School Uniform

Thank you for all your support in ensuring our students wear Prince Henry’s High School uniform
smartly. With the warmer weather set to return shortly (we hope!), please could I ask parents to continue
to support us with the very high standard of uniform we require from our students. The vast majority of
our students do wear their uniform with great pride.
We have two school uniform suppliers: The Birdseye Sports & School Shop and Vale Schoolwear –
contact details are on the website

Parent View

I would like to thank parents for their overwhelmingly positive feedback to the Ofsted
Parent View website. I mentioned the purpose of Parent View in a previous newsletter
and just in case you haven’t had the chance to complete a review for your child,
please click on the link which will provide you with further information. Thank you in
anticipation of your support with this.

Attendance

Our attendance figure currently stands at 95.4% (compared to 95% at the same time last year). Our
Persistent Absence statistics, based on the government’s 10% threshold, are currently standing at 7.2%
(compared to 5.9% at the same point in 2018). I cannot emphasise enough the fact that good attendance
at school significantly correlates to success. The attendance page on our website shows some statistics
that powerfully illustrate this point.
Please may I remind the parents of Sixth Form students that, when reporting student absence, they
should speak to the Sixth Form office (option 2 on the phone system) or email sixthform@princehenrys.
worcs.sch , rather than using option 1, which is the absence reporting line for students in Years 9-11.

Healthy Eating

We know that most of our children eat very healthily but we are keen to improve this even further. A
good range of healthy food options are available at school and the service is quick and efficient. Please
do everything you can as parents to encourage your children to eat healthily and in particular, we
would be grateful if you could impress upon them that they should not bring into school crisps, sweets
and fizzy drinks. We are pleased that many of the major supermarkets have recently introduced a ban
on selling high energy drinks to Under-16s and we are very supportive of this initiative.

Sports Update

Please remember to look at the News area of the website for updates on recent sporting fixtures.
Our Rugby teams have enjoyed success this term with the U14 Boys winning the Sibford 7’s Cup
Competition and the U15 Girls winning the Sibford 7’s Plate Competition. Our U15 Rugby team will
be playing in the final of the Worcester City & District tournament during the first week of next term,
while the U16 team finished as runners-up for their age group in the same competition.
The U15 Football team were runners-up in the Cheltenham & District Football League.
The U14 Boys’ Badminton team were runners-up in the Hereford & Worcestershire competition and
finished 4th in the Regional finals.
Alex Emms, Abigail Ingles and Sophie Arrandale all qualified for the English Schools National Table
Tennis finals.
Once again, our runners enjoyed success, with Eleanor Tarring, Lottie Roberts, Susie Hoare, Amy Lane
and Megan Davies all qualifying to run in the English Schools National Cross Country finals.
In addition, the school hosted a Dance Festival, Inclusion Festival and 6th Form Rugby Tournament,
as well as running regular fixtures football and netball fixtures for every year group. My thanks to Mr
Bridgens and his team in the PE Department for all their hard work in supporting extra-curricular sport
at Prince Henry’s.

Diary Dates

Monday 29th April		
29th April – 10th May
Monday 6th May		
7th – 10th May		
Mon 13th May 		
16th -17th May		
Thurs 23rd May		
27th – 31st May 		
Monday 3rd June		
3rd – 13th June		
Tuesday 4th June		
6th – 7th June			

Start of Term (Week 1)
Year 12 exams
BANK HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)
Year 9 exams
Public examinations commence
Bronze D of E Expedition – Forest of Dean
Year 11 final assembly
HALF TERM
Term restarts (Week 1)
French Exchange (to France)
New Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Bronze D of E Expedition - Cotswolds

The term dates for 2019/20, including all TED Days are on the website in the News area.
Best wishes,
Yours sincerely

Dr Tony Evans
Headteacher

