
 

 

 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM POLICY &  
GOVERNORS’ CURRICULUM STATEMENT  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reviewing Member of Staff:  Mrs Helen Wood 
Date Updated:  19/01/18 
Date Approved By Governors:  31/01/18 
Review Date:   Spring Term 2019 
Committee: Academic, Pastoral & Teaching 
 
  



 Policies/Curriculum 

Feb 2018  Page | 2 

The curriculum of Prince Henry's High School seeks to engage students and to bring the best 
out of them.  It is designed to give a broad and deep range of experience, developing 
knowledge, skills, perception, thinking, analysis, independence and teamwork, and articulate 
self-expression.  It encourages the development of orderly work habits and a positive       ap-
proach to study. 
 
It is founded on the conviction that the education of all students is of equal worth.  The achieve-
ments of all students have equal importance provided they represent each student’s best ef-
forts.  Every effort is made to identify and remedy under-achievement and to enable all stu-
dents to reach the highest standards of which they are capable. 
 
The curriculum seeks to be both relevant to the students' experience in their community and 
also to prepare them for adult life.  It aims to help students to acquire and use knowledge and 
skills as well as to develop personal and social values and respect for others. 
 
The curriculum is broad, balanced and challenging.  It ensures that all students in Years 9, 10 
and 11 study the National Curriculum as identified by the Department for Education, but that 
a significant element of individual choice is maintained to meet the needs, interests and abili-
ties of each student, including the option for some students to study appropriate courses away 
from the school site, eg at college. 
 
It is acknowledged that some students might find it hard to access a curriculum which is wholly 
academic in nature.  For this reason, several alternative courses or routes for         individual 
study may be available.  Under certain circumstances, individuals or small groups of students 
might be withdrawn from the “mainstream” curriculum where this is deemed to be education-
ally beneficial, eg the withdrawal of a small number of students from their second modern 
foreign language in Year 9, to concentrate on the development of extra literacy and numeracy 
skills. 
 
Year 9 
 
All students study the subjects of the National Curriculum and Religious Education.  The needs 
of the most and least able are identified.  The cross curricular themes of the National Curricu-
lum are included, and all students study GCSE Citizenship. 
 
Close links are maintained with local Middle Schools in order to ensure progression and    ap-
propriate preparation for the last year of National Curriculum Key Stage 3 and entry on to 
GCSE courses. 
 
Years 10 and 11 
 
At present all students study for sufficient time in Maths, Sciences (including the    opportunity 
to study the three individual sciences if appropriate), English, a Modern        Language, ICT, 
Physical Education and a Personal and Social Education course, which    includes Religious 
and Sex Education, Citizenship and Careers guidance.  In addition, as wide a range of optional 
subjects as curriculum time and staffing allow, is offered to meet the needs, interests and 
abilities of individual students. 
 
All students currently have at least one week's Work Experience. 
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Years 12 and 13 
 
The chief aim of the Sixth Form Curriculum is to enable each student to select an             ap-
propriate route towards Higher Education, further training or employment. 
 
The Sixth Form is open to all students who, it is felt, can benefit from the study of A level or 
Level 3 courses.  These courses take account of the past achievements and experience of 
students.  There is a wide range of advanced courses at A Level.  Programmes of study are 
designed to suit the needs of each individual and to assess, where possible, students on their 
strengths not their weaknesses. 
 
All students are also given the opportunity to develop wider skills in Year 12, for example, via 
the enrichment/electives programme and work experience/job shadowing. In addition, a care-
fully planned and prepared tutorial programme helps develop the skills required by students 
in their courses, in life and in order to make informed career choices.   
 
Overall, we offer a broad and balanced curriculum which provides students with the          op-
portunities for enhanced academic success, as well as the skills and personal qualities that 
are needed for life after Prince Henry’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


