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Dear Parent/Guardian,
A Happy New Year to you all. I hope you had a restful and
enjoyable break.
As usual, the second half of the Autumn Term was particularly busy,
including as it did a visit from our local MP, Nigel Huddleston;
in-school examinations for Year 11 and 13 students; a number of
fundraising events including a Year 9 Christmas Fayre, Shoe Box
Appeal, Children in Need and a highly successful Drop the Mic
event, as well as a wide range of school trips. As mentioned in my
last newsletter, Remembrance – particularly commemorating the
centenary of the WW1 armistice – was an important theme. Our
Evening of Remembrance on 8th November was an especially
moving event, with £500 being raised for the Royal British
Legion. The school also held its own act of Remembrance on 9th
November, whilst our Head Boy, Head Girl, Mr Freeman and I
represented the school at Evesham’s wreath-laying ceremony on
Sunday 11th November.
The term ended with the Christmas Celebration, which featured
a wonderful selection of festive music and readings. My thanks
to Mrs Cook and Mr Bullas, as well as all colleagues from a
number of departments, for all their help in making it such a
memorable occasion.
Students returned to school on 7th January and have made an
extremely positive start to their studies. I have spoken in a number
of assemblies recently and my theme for all students has been
The Doorway to the New Year, based on a quote from C S Lewis,
“You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you can start
where you are and change the ending”. I also reminded them
of the hard work they need to put in over the coming weeks and
months so that they can truly achieve their full potential, and
of the values that are so important to us here at Prince Henry’s.
I would like to thank the majority of parents who continue to
support Prince Henry’s maintenance of our high standards – it
makes a significant difference and is much appreciated. Wearing
the correct uniform, being punctual, having good attendance,
completing homework and revision, and having the necessary
equipment, all have a real impact on learning.

A Christmas Celebration

Many students have already been involved in mock examinations
and the outcomes of these will form an essential opportunity for
your child to understand the types of questions that they need
to answer before they do them for real. We have encouraged
all students to prepare thoroughly for these examinations to
help them with their confidence. They will receive advice and
feedback from my colleagues about what they need to do to
improve before they take the exams in the summer. A letter has
recently been sent to parents of Year 11 students, inviting them to
attend an information evening on Thursday 17th January, when
they will learn more about revision guidance and techniques to
support learning, as well as information about our Sixth Form
and applying for places.
It will be a very busy Spring Term with Year 11 & 13 stepping
up their efforts with their academic studies and Year 9 engaging
in the decisions that they need to make for their GCSE options.
Year 10 students have settled into their GCSE studies very well
and Mr Thompson is very pleased with the progress they are
currently making.
Rehearsals are also well under way for this year’s school musical
‘Me and My Girl’. Tickets will soon be going on sale for the
performances, which will take place between Wednesday 6th
and Saturday 9th February – slightly earlier than previous years.
During the last term, it was a pleasure to meet so many of you
at our Parents’ Evenings, Open Evening and our concerts and I
would like to thank you for the continuing support that you give
to Prince Henry’s.

Staff Update

Congratulations to Mr Cains and Mr Kitson, whose wives recently
gave birth to twin daughters and a daughter respectively.

Severe Weather

With the potential for inclement weather at this time of year,
please see the “Severe Weather and Emergency Closure Routine”
page in the Parents & Students area of our website for further
information on the procedure in the event of the school having
to close due to severe weather.

Photos from ‘Drop the Mic’

Contacting the School

I would like to remind parents that all routine enquiries and information about your son or daughter
should be conducted through the Form Tutor. For more serious matters please try to contact the
relevant Year Head, Deputy Year Head or Assistant Deputy Year Head as listed below:
Year Head

Deputy Year Head

Assistant Deputy Year
Head

Year 9

Mrs L Walker

Mr L Roleston

Mrs S Hall

Year 10

Mr M Thompson

Mrs H Miles

Mr T Pilling

Year 11

Mrs L Biggs

Mrs S Thorner

Mr A Samrai

Sixth Form

Mrs C Webb

Mr J Martin (Year 13)
Mrs J Tozer (Year 12)

For the occasional issue that can’t be dealt with by the relevant Head of Year or Head of Department,
you may also contact members of the school’s Senior Leadership Team:
Mrs H Wood, Deputy Head

Curriculum, Teaching and Learning

Mr B Freeman, Deputy Head

Pastoral Issues, Uniform, Behaviour, Safeguarding

Mrs A Lungley, Assistant Head

Reports, Data and Assessment

Mrs S Thomas, Assistant Head

School Transport & Timetable

Mrs N Barker, Assistant Head

Alternative Provision, Learning Support/SEND

Mr A Duffy, Assistant Head

Teacher Training Programmes

Mr A Hulse, Operations Manager

Site Management, Data Protection Officer

Mr P Barrington, Finance Manager

School Finance

Please bear in mind that my colleagues have many commitments and that they are not always
immediately available to deal with enquiries, although they will do their best to get back to you as
soon as possible. If you contact the school to discuss a pastoral matter and your child’s Year Head is
not available, you will be put through to Mrs Davey who acts as the school’s Pastoral Secretary for
Years 9-11. She will ensure that your enquiry is passed on to the relevant Head of Year and that it is
followed up as soon as possible. Parents who wish to see a teacher are asked to make an appointment
in advance.
In case we need to contact you please keep us updated with any change of address and/or telephone
numbers and any change to home circumstances. We have a legal responsibility to ensure that the
personal data that we hold about you and our students is correct. Updating us with regard to any
changes in a timely fashion ensures that you will not miss any important communications from the
school.

Year 9 Options

Shortly Year 9 studentswill be choosing options to study for GCSE. Just as a guide to parents, the vast
majority of students will study a Modern Foreign Language to GCSE. We also recommend that they
study a Humanities subject, and our advice is that they keep their curriculum broad and balanced,
whilst choosing subjects they enjoy, which could potentially lead them into future careers.

Home School Agreement

Please may I draw your attention to the Home School Agreement, a copy of which is signed by all
parents and students when they join Prince Henry’s. The Agreement encapsulates the values and ethos
that shape the whole Prince Henry’s community and summarises the expectations (including school
rules) for students, parents and the school itself in order to meet those values.

School Uniform

Thank you for all your support in ensuring our students wear Prince Henry’s High School uniform
smartly. A full school uniform list is available through this link.

Medical Appointments

Please can parents avoid making medical appointments during the school day. When this is not possible,
please inform the appropriate Head of Year in writing prior to the appointment. This is to help us ensure
the veracity of appointments and therefore the safety of our students.

Mobile Telephones

A reminder that mobile phones/electronic devices can be a distraction to the learning process and
are not required during school time. I would therefore like to remind parents that in accordance with
school policy, students are not allowed to use such devices at any time during the school day. If any
student is found doing so, my staff will confiscate the item. The device will only be returned to the
appropriate parent/guardian, who will need to arrange to collect it from the school office. In the event
of an emergency, the school office can be contacted in the usual way and any urgent message relayed
to the student concerned.

Attendance

Our School Attendance figure last term stood at 95% (slightly down on 95.3% for the same time last
year), with our Persistent Absence (PA) figure at 10.6%. There is a very clear link between student
attainment and attendance and this is highlighted in the student planners.
Last term, our Attendance Officer, Mrs Jennings, issued an important letter regarding significant
Department for Education changes to the way Persistent Absence (PA) is recorded and the impact this
potentially has on parents of those students with poor attendance. An attendance of 95% still means
that two weeks of school and therefore 50 lessons have been missed during the year. For this reason,
we would appreciate your support in ensuring students do attend unless genuinely too unwell to do
so. If your child is unable to attend, please ring the school on 01386 765588 between 8.30 - 9.15 am.
Parents will receive automated notification each time their child is absent from school and we have not
been informed. This is in line with government policy to notify parents of unexplained absences and
is aimed at safeguarding students.
Dedicated attendance line- message on the answer phone
Option 1 - Reporting your child’s absence in Years 9 -11
Option 2 - Sixth Form issues including reporting absence
Please leave details of your child’s name and tutor group and the reason for their absence.

Reminder: Student Punctuality and Behaviour in Public

Students are expected to be on the school premises at 9.05 am, ready to move to Registration or
Assembly at 9.10 am. Any student arriving after 9.30 (unless this is as a result of a school bus being
delayed) will trigger a late text to a parent. We appreciate your co-operation in ensuring your child has
left home in ample time to get to school.
May I also take this opportunity to ask parents for their support in impressing upon their children the
importance of consideration for others in public places, particularly where pavements are narrow and
where elderly people or those with pushchairs or young children may be trying to walk against the
flow of PHHS students. While this applies mostly to Evesham, it is also relevant to at least some of the
villages that our students live in. Thank you for your co-operation.

Prince Henry’s and South Worcestershire SCITT (Initial Teacher Training)

Our second cohort of 17 trainee teachers with the Prince Henry’s SCITT has now completed the first
term of their training and the trainees are just embarking on their second teaching placement. We are
offering a range of courses and applications are now open for Initial Teacher Training courses starting
in 2019.
On Thursday 24th January we are hosting a School Experience Day at Prince Henry’s for anyone
interested in getting into teaching. A further School Experience Day will be held on Thursday 28th
March. At these events you will have an opportunity to talk to current trainees, Head of Departments,
and also the Director of SCITT. Further information can be found on our website.
If you are interested in a career in teaching or would like to visit the school for our School
Experience Day then please visit: http://www.princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk/scitt or email us at
teachingschool@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk

PHHS Interact

Now in its sixth year, PHHS Interact, which includes students from every year group, goes from strength
to strength. In 2017-18, the group raised over £3,300 for a variety of charities including Macmillan,
Sport Relief, Just4Children for Tonia’s Journey, and Maggie’s, a charity based in Cheltenham which
provides free practical, emotional and social support to people with cancer and their family and friends.
For 2018-19 the general proceeds which are not designated to other specific charities are being divided
between local and national charities which are focused upon mental health issues: Young Minds and
Dementia UK. Our international project is to raise funds to build a toilet block for a school in Sri
Lanka, and our recent non-uniform day raised over £970 towards this.
Including the non-uniform day, our tireless fundraisers raised over £2,100 last term from events
including: Children in Need; the Drop the Mic live music competition which raised £668; a Macmillan
coffee morning (£243); and a vegetable collection for Helping Hands during the last week of term.
Our annual shoebox collection resulted in 55 boxes being filled and collected. Year 9 students also
organised and held a Christmas Fayre at the end of term.
None of this would be possible without the hard work and commitment of our Interact members,
but I must also thank all the students and members of staff who so enthusiastically support the fundraising efforts throughout the school. In particular, special thanks must be given to Mrs Taylor and Miss
Catchpole who work tirelessly behind the scenes to support Interact. Please see the Interact page of
our website for more details of the many and varied activities that have contributed to this tremendous
achievement.

Website

Our website is being continually updated, and as part of this, we are now using an enormous amount
of media, particularly in the form of photographs and video clips. If for any reason you do not wish
for your child to appear on our website or in any other media, please email enquiries@princehenrys.
worcs.sch.uk, giving your child’s name and tutor group and stating that you do not wish their image to
be used in any school publication or other media.
Our Sports Results page (in the News area) is updated weekly, and I hope that you will have seen the
reports. My thanks to Mrs Bradley and Mr Dyer for all their work in ensuring this website provides you
with the latest and up to date information.

Diary Dates

Thursday 10th January
Thursday 17th January
				
Tuesday 29th January
6th – 9th February		
Friday 15th February
18th – 22nd February
Monday 25th February
Wednesday 6th March

Best wishes,

Dr Tony Evans
Headteacher

Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Parents’ Information Evening – Year 11 Revision (6pm)
Sixth Form Entry (7pm) – Arts Theatre
Year 12 Parents’ Evening
School Musical ‘Me and My Girl’ – Arts Theatre
TED Day – School closed to students
Half-term
Term re-starts (Week 2)
Year 9 Parents’ Evening

