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SCHOOL YEAR 2017/18
NEWSLETTER NO. 5
Dear Parent/Guardian,
I hope that you had a very enjoyable Easter break. Once
again the second half of last term was extremely busy with
Year 9 and 13 Parents’ Evenings, Year 10 exams and other
internal assessments, as well as numerous events including
Newsday, World Book Day, overseas trips to Barcelona
(Spanish), Sorrento (Geography) and Berlin (History). There
were also a number of trips closer to home, including a
visit to Parliament, where our Year 12 Politics students
were hosted by Nigel Huddleston MP and Lord Faulkner
of Worcester, and the UCAS Higher Education Convention
in Worcester, which was attended by 100 Year 12 students.
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Please look out for further information concerning some of
these events, and others, on our website and in the most
recent edition of The Gazette, which was published just
after Easter.
The school production is always one of the highlights in
our year and this year’s performance of ‘Oklahoma!’ did
not disappoint. The set and costumes looked amazing,
the singing and dancing by our largest ever cast was
outstanding, as was the orchestra and the enthusiasm and
sheer joy displayed by everyone involved was inspirational.
Congratulations to everyone for all their hard work,
commitment and dedication over the last few weeks and
months. A special mention must be made of all the staff who
have supported sales, the backstage, lighting and sound
crews, the staff, including senior colleagues who provided
front of house support for the performances. Finally, none
of this would have happened without the inspirational
guidance from our superb Musical Director, Mr Bullas
and amazing Producer and Director, Mrs Cook. Thanks to
everyone who made this such a memorable event. A filmed
recording of the production can be purchased from the
website.
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I would like to thank all the staff and students who have
participated in these wonderful activities.
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Staff Update

At the end of last term, we said goodbye to our Finance
Officer, Mrs Crouch. I would like to thank her for her hard
work and to wish her a long and happy retirement.

Exams

In a few short weeks the main exam season will start. Please
could I ask parents to support us by encouraging good
work habits at home. Coursework is being finalised and
revision programmes are under way. Independent revision
must now become a priority so that our students have the
best chances for success in the forthcoming examinations.
There will be additional revision sessions taking place and
students will be informed of these as appropriate. We wish
all our students every success in their exams.
For those students not sitting national exams, they must
continue to work hard both in school and independently
at home to develop the excellent study habits that are
required for future examination success. Please remember
that students in Years 9 and 12 will also be taking internal
school exams in the coming weeks.
Copies of the overall exam timetables for all year groups,
together with information relating to exam procedures are
posted in the Parents & Students/ Examinations area of our
website, together with information regarding the issuing of
results for students in the Sixth Form. A letter regarding the
arrangements for Year 11 students is being sent home and
a copy will be posted in the Examinations/Year 11 area of
our website.

New GCSE Points-Based Framework

Our Year 11 students will be the first to take the majority
of their examinations under the newly reformed GCSE
framework. As well as introducing major changes to the
syllabus, another significant difference will be the move
from the old A*-G grading system to a numeric one.
The numeric system does not equate exactly to previous
grades and to provide you with some guidance, the broad
equivalencies are given as follows: Grade 9 = A*; Grade 8
= A*/A; Grade 7 = A; Grade 6 = high B; Grade 5 = low B /
high C; Grade 4 = C; Grade 3 = D; Grade 2 = E; Grade 1
= F/G.
In time, Performance Tables will be adjusted to reflect these
changes.

Sixth Form Driving

As students in the Sixth Form are now passing their driving
tests and bringing their own cars to school, I would like
to send out a very important reminder. This is in relation
to the speed at which a few of our Sixth Form students
are driving down Victoria Avenue and Inches Lane. We
continue to speak to students in assembly and anybody
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who is witnessed driving inappropriately will be tackled robustly and, where necessary, we will seek
parental involvement.
To repeat my previous messages, the bottom line on this issue is very simple for me. I do not wish for
anybody to be injured, or for the person who is driving to have to live with potentially devastating
consequences for the rest of their lives. I am sure I can count on your support with this.
With a large volume of traffic coming to and from Prince Henry’s every day, we also have our local
neighbours to consider and I thank you for your support on this matter.

School Uniform

Thank you for all your support in ensuring our
students wear Prince Henry’s High School
uniform smartly. With the warmer weather set
to return shortly (we hope!), please could I
ask parents to continue to support us with the
very high standard of uniform we require from
our students. The vast majority of our students
do wear their uniform with great pride.
We have two school uniform suppliers: The
Birdseye Sports & School Shop and Vale
Schoolwear – contact details are on the
website

Parent View

I would like to thank parents for their overwhelmingly positive feedback to the Ofsted
Parent View website. I mentioned the purpose of Parent View in a previous newsletter
and just in case you haven’t had the chance to complete a review for your child,
please click on the link which will provide you with further information. Thank you in
anticipation of your support with this.

Attendance

Our attendance figure currently stands at 95% (compared to 95.8% at the same time last year). Our
Persistent Absence statistics, based on the government’s 10% threshold, are currently standing at 5.9%
(compared to 5.8% at the same point in 2017). I cannot emphasise enough the fact that good attendance
at school significantly correlates to success. The attendance page on our website shows some statistics
that powerfully illustrate this point.
Please may I remind the parents of Sixth Form students that, when reporting student absence, they
should speak to the Sixth Form office (option 2 on the phone system) or email sixthform@princehenrys.
worcs.sch , rather than using option 1, which is the absence reporting line for students in Years 9-11.

Healthy Eating

We know that most of our children eat very healthily but we are keen to improve this even further. A
good range of healthy food options are available at school and the service is quick and efficient. Please
do everything you can as parents to encourage your children to eat healthily and in particular, we
would be grateful if you could impress upon them that they should not bring into school crisps, sweets
and fizzy drinks. We are pleased that many of the major supermarkets have recently introduced a ban
on selling high energy drinks to Under-16s and we are very supportive of this initiative.

Sports Results

Please remember to look at the News area of the website for updates on recent sporting fixtures.
At the end of last term, our U14 and U15 Rugby teams won the Worcester City & District Cup for
their age groups. The U14 team, who were unbeaten all season in 15 a-side games, also won the
Cheltenham District Cup. Our U15 Boys’ Football team finished as runners-up in the Cheltenham
District competition.
Will Jones, Lewis Osborne, Eleanor Tarring and Lottie Roberts all represented Herefordshire &
Worcestershire in the English Schools National Cross Country Finals, with Lottie being the first County
representative to cross the finish line in her race.
Mention should also be made of the school’s Indoor Cricket team, which recently finished as runnerup in the local adult indoor league – a fine achievement, given that our team comprised U16 players.
Congratulations to all of these students for their success. My thanks go once again, to the PE department
and other staff who have supported our sporting teams throughout the year.

Diary Dates

27th-29th April		
Mon 7th May			
Mon 14th May 		
17th – 18th May		
Thurs 24th May		
Fri 25th May			
28th May – 1st June 		
Mon 4th June			
Tues 5th June			
Thurs 28th June		
Fri 7th July			

Silver D of E Expedition – Shropshire
BANK HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)
Public examinations commence
Bronze D of E Expedition – Forest of Dean
Year 11 final assembly
Year 13 Study Leave commences at 12.45 pm
HALF TERM
Term restarts (Week 2)
New Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Sixth Form Induction Day
Speech Day

The term dates for 2018/19, including all TED Days are on the website in the News area.
Best wishes,
Yours sincerely

Dr Tony Evans
Headteacher

