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Dear Parent/Guardian,

I hope that you had a very enjoyable Easter break. Once 
again last term was extremely busy with several Parents’ 
Evenings, and numerous events including Newsday, World 
Book Day, trips to Sorrento (Geography), Normandy and 
Berlin (History) and Auschwitz as part of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust programme, and a memorable, thought-
provoking and poignant visit to the Houses of Parliament 
which took place a few days after the dreadful terrorist 
attack.

Our Interact group was also busy, baking cakes for Red Nose 
Day (raising £145 in the process) and also co-ordinating an 
Easter egg collection in the last week of term.

Please look out for further information concerning some of 
these events, and others, on our website and in the most 
recent edition of The Gazette, which was published just 
after Easter.

The school production is always one of the highlights in 
our year and this year’s performance of ‘Much Ado about 
Nothing’ did not disappoint. The set and costumes looked 
amazing and the use of well-known tunes by Abba added 
an excellent and unexpected twist. Moreover, the students 
were brilliant. Congratulations to everyone for all their hard 
work, commitment and dedication over the last few weeks 
and months. A special mention must be made of all the 
staff who have supported sales, the backstage, lighting and 
sound crews, the staff, including senior colleagues who 
provided front of house support for the performances, as 
well as Mr Bullas who co-ordinated the music as brilliantly 
as ever. Finally, none of this would have happened without 
the inspirational guidance from our superb Producer and 
Director, Mrs Cook. Thanks to everyone who made this such 
a memorable event. Photographs and a filmed recording of 
the production can be purchased from the website.

I would like to thank all the staff and students who have 
participated in these wonderful activities.

Newsday 2017
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Staff Update
Following her maternity leave and just before the Easter 
break, we were very pleased to welcome Mrs August back 
to the Languages department.

At the end of last term, we said goodbye to our Lead Learning 
Support Assistant, Mrs Taylor. I would like to thank her for 
her hard work and to wish her well for the future.

Exams
It won’t be long now before the main exam season begins. 
Please could I ask parents to support us by encouraging good 
work habits at home. Coursework is being finalised and 
revision programmes are under way. Independent revision 
must now become a priority so that our students have the 
best chances for success in the forthcoming examinations. 
There will be additional revision sessions taking place and 
students will be informed of these as appropriate. We wish 
all our students every success in their exams.

For those students not sitting national exams, they must 
continue to work hard both in school and independently 
at home to develop the excellent study habits that are 
required for future examination success. Please remember 
that students in Years 9 and 10 will also be taking internal 
school exams in the coming weeks.

Copies of the overall exam timetables for all year groups, 
together with information relating to exam procedures 
are posted on our website in the Parents & Students/ 
Examinations area, together with information regarding the 
issuing of results for students in the Sixth Form. A letter 
regarding the exam arrangements for Year 11 students has 
been sent home.

New GCSE Points-Based Framework
Our Year 11 students will be the first to take some of their 
examinations (English Language, English Literature and 
Mathematics) under the newly reformed GCSE framework. 
As well as introducing major changes to the syllabus, 
another significant difference will be the move from the 
old A*-G grading system to a numeric one. The numeric 
system does not equate exactly to previous grades and to 
provide you with some guidance, the broad equivalencies 
are given as follows: Grade 9 = A*; Grade 8 = A*/A; Grade 
7 = A; Grade 6 = high B; Grade 5 = low B / high C; Grade 
4 = C; Grade 3 = D; Grade 2 = E; Grade 1 = F/G.

In the summer of 2018, our current Year 10 students will 
be examined in the newly reformed courses in Art & 
Design, Computer Science, Design & Technology, Drama, 
Geography, History, Languages, Music, PE, Religious 
Studies and Sciences and the grades awarded for these 
subjects will also fall under the new numeric system. In 
time, Performance Tables will be adjusted to reflect these 
changes.

Photos from 
‘Much Ado About Nothing’
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Sixth Form Driving
As students in the Sixth Form are now passing their driving tests and bringing their own cars to school, 
I would like to send out a very important reminder. This is in relation to the speed at which a few of 
our Sixth Form students are driving down Victoria Avenue and Inches Lane. We continue to speak to 
students in assembly and anybody who is witnessed driving inappropriately will be tackled robustly 
and, where necessary, we will seek parental involvement.

To repeat my previous messages, the bottom line on this issue is very simple for me. I do not wish for 
anybody to be injured, or for the person who is driving to have to live with potentially devastating 
consequences for the rest of their lives. I am sure I can count on your support with this.

Finally, Inches Lane should only be used on Parents’ Evenings, Open Evening and Speech Day as a part 
of our controlled one way flow system to alleviate local congestion. It is not a thoroughfare and should 
not be used by students or parents to access the school site by car at other times, particularly as it is 
extensively used by pedestrians at the start and end of the school day. With a large volume of traffic 
coming to and from Prince Henry’s every day, we do have our local neighbours to consider and I thank 
you for your support on this matter.

School Uniform
Thank you for all your support in ensuring 
our students wear Prince Henry’s High School 
uniform smartly. With the warmer weather set 
to return shortly (we hope!), please could I ask 
parents to continue to support us with the very 
high standard of uniform we require from our 
students. The vast majority of our students do 
wear their uniform with great pride.

We will be replacing the current girls’ trouser 
design with a new plain navy version which, 
like the current girls’ skirt, will feature the school 
logo. The trousers are an optional alternative 
to the pleated skirt which was introduced in 
September 2016. We are also investigating the 
introduction of a new skorts design as part of the girls’ PE uniform. Again, this is an optional item of 
uniform. Both the trousers and skorts will be slightly cheaper than the existing designs and will be 
available for purchase from the School Shop in Evesham.

All new students (including those who will be joining Prince Henry’s in Year 9 in September 2017) will 
be required to wear the updated uniform. There is no requirement for existing students to replace their 
current uniform, but please note that the existing pinstriped school trouser is no longer available for 
purchase.

Parent View
I would like to thank parents for their overwhelmingly positive feedback to the Ofsted 
Parent View website. I mentioned the purpose of Parent View in a previous newsletter 
and just in case you haven’t had the chance to complete a review for your child, 
please click on the link which will provide you with further information. Thank you in 
anticipation of your support with this.

Attendance
Since September we have not authorised any absence for holidays taken in term time. This is in line 
with current legislation. The positive news is that our attendance figure has improved once again from 
this point in time last year, currently standing at 95.8% (compared to 96%). Our Persistent Absence 
statistics, based on the government’s 10% threshold, have also improved – 5.8% (compared to 6.9% 
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at the same point in 2016). I cannot emphasis enough the fact that good attendance at school 
significantly correlates to success. The attendance page on our website shows some statistics 
that powerfully illustrate this point.

Healthy Eating
We know that most of our children eat very healthily but we are keen to improve this even 
further. A good range of healthy food options are available at school and the service is quick 
and efficient. Please do everything you can as parents to encourage your children to eat 
healthily and in particular, we would be grateful if you could impress upon them that they 
should not bring into school crisps, sweets and fizzy drinks.

Sports Results
Please remember to look at the News area of the website for updates on recent sporting 
fixtures.

At the end of last term, our U14 Boys’ Football team became Cheltenham District Champions, 
whilst the U15 Football and U15 Rugby teams finished as runners-up in their respective 
District Championships. Our U15 boys won the County Indoor Cricket Championship, with 
our U15 Girls’ A team finishing 3rd and the Girls’ B team finishing 4th in their competition.

My thanks go once again, to the PE department and other staff who have supported our 
sporting teams throughout the year.

Diary Dates
Mon 1st May   BANK HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED) 
Thurs 11th May  Year 12 Study Leave commences at 3.35 pm 
Mon 15th May   Public examinations commence 
Thurs 25th May  Year 11 final assembly 
Fri 26th May   Year 13 Study Leave commences at 12.45 pm 
29th May – 2nd June  HALF TERM 
Mon 5th June   Term restarts (Week 2) 
Tues 6th June   New Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Mon 12th June  Year 12 students return to school 
Thurs 29th June  Sixth Form Induction Day 
Fri 7th July   Speech Day

The term dates for 2017/18, including all TED Days are on the website in the News area.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely

Dr Tony Evans

Headteacher
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