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I am very proud to be Chairman of Governors at 
Prince Henry’s High School. During the last visit 
to the school by Ofsted, they made the following 
observation: “staff are prepared to ‘go the extra mile’ 
for the students”, and in 2016 we were recognised 
by the DfE as one of the top 100 non-selective state 
schools in England for pupil progress.

Under the direction of Dr Evans, the staff at Prince 
Henry’s will ensure that the very best teaching and 
learning environment is created for our students. 
Prince Henry’s was awarded Teaching School Status 
in May 2014 and this summer, the DfE accredited us 
with School-Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) 
status. Furthermore, Dr Evans was made a National 
Leader for Education in 2016 and Prince Henry’s 
is actively involved in assisting other schools as a 
National Support School. The Governing Body is 
delighted with these developments which are an 
accolade for the consistently outstanding quality of 
our education provision.

This academic year the school community 
will benefit from the completion of a five year 
programme which has seen over £3.5m worth of 
capital investment into the school site, including 
a new 14 classroom building and the complete 
modernisation of our Science laboratories.

Prince Henry’s High School is a very special place 
with a distinctive ethos. I hope that we will be able 
to welcome you to the Prince Henry’s community.

Mr S Butcher
Chairman of Governors

Whilst obviously delighted with Ofsted’s view 
that “Prince Henry’s is an excellent school which 
continues to provide an outstanding education”, 
we are all very aware of the need to ensure that 
each and every student, each and every year, is 
given the opportunity to fulfil his or her potential.

We aim to do this not simply through outstanding 
teaching, but also by getting to know your sons and 
daughters as individuals, and encouraging them to 
get involved in the wide variety of opportunities 
open to our students.

We are very proud of being part of Prince Henry’s 
High School and hope that should your sons or 
daughters join us, they will feel the same.

The Senior Leadership Team

WELCOME TO PRINCE HENRY’S HIGH SCHOOL 
EVESHAM
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A message from the Headteacher
It is a privilege indeed to be Headteacher of such an 
outstandingly successful school and to work with 
committed students, staff, parents and governors. 
As a parent myself with children currently in 
school, I fully understand that choosing the right 
school is one of the most important decisions you 
will ever have to make. I hope the information in 
this prospectus will provide you with a flavour of 
our fantastic school.

We are all very proud of being part of Prince 
Henry’s High School and are conscious of its 
history, current achievements and distinctive ethos. 
Visitors to the school often comment on the sense of 
purpose and commitment that they encounter. We 
hope that you will feel the same and that you will 
share our belief that Prince Henry’s has something 
very special to offer. We ensure at Prince Henry’s 
that our students strive for the highest standards 
and have a wide range of opportunities to learn 
effectively, both academically and socially.

We appreciate that learning is a social activity 
and that teamwork is fundamental. That is why we 
foster in students respect for themselves and others, 
encouraging co-operation and collaboration. We 
are confident that you will find that there is a real 
sense of engagement with students enjoying their 
education at Prince Henry’s. This arises from them 
feeling that they are being motivated, stretched, 
valued and supported by the high standards we 
expect of them. We are proud of the numerous 
opportunities available for our students, both within 
and outside the traditional curriculum, and we are 
totally committed to ensuring our students achieve 
their full potential no matter what their abilities, 
aptitudes and strengths are. Our guiding principle 
is for every student to succeed, and we believe that 
success is achieved through hard work.

Truly successful education is a partnership between 
school, students, parents and our community. 
We aim to develop a future generation who have 
the self-confidence to use their talents and skills 
for their own benefit and that of the community 
in which they live. We aspire to enable our 
students to develop their abilities and personal 
characteristics such as initiative, enthusiasm, 
leadership, tolerance, perseverance, commitment 
and self-discipline.

Our students are supported by an experienced, 
dedicated and committed staff to ensure their 
learning experience is as wonderful as it can be. 
However, please don’t just take my word for this. 
The following findings are extracted from the 
summary of Ofsted’s 2013 report on Prince Henry’s:

“The school provides an exceptionally high 
quality of education for its students. They make 
outstanding progress in their academic and 
personal development. Teachers have very high 
expectations of students and develop excellent 
working relationships in the classroom. Students 
have a very positive attitude to learning. Students 
are very proud of their school. Their behaviour 
in lessons and around the school is exemplary. 
The sixth form is outstanding and students make 
excellent progress on their AS-level and A-level 
courses.”

Many students from Prince Henry’s go on to 
achieve outstanding success in their future careers 
and lives. We want for your child exactly what 
you want as parents – the best and nothing but the 
best. Prince Henry’s has a great deal to offer your 
child, and I am as excited as ever at the prospect 
of leading everyone connected with the school 
to develop, maintain and extend its exceptional 
quality.

We look forward to welcoming you and your 
family to our school!

Dr A A L Evans
Headteacher



“This large high school (13-18) is excellent at raising students’ awareness of 
higher education and preparing them for the next phase of their education.” 
Ofsted Most Able Students Report, March 2015

Introduction
Prince Henry’s High School has a successful 
history dating back 600 years. As a school we are 
conscious of our history and of a long standing 
tradition of doing things well. With consistently 
outstanding Ofsted reports, and well established as 
both an Academy and a Teaching School, we are 
firmly looking to the future. We are committed to 
providing the very best education and opportunities 
for your child, as well as developing the next 
generation of teaching professionals.



About the school
Prince Henry’s High School is a 13-18 
co-educational comprehensive school with 
1,250 students, including a strong Sixth Form of 
approximately 330. Situated just north of Evesham 
town centre, the school occupies a large campus of 
18 acres with extensive playing fields, a 325-seat 
theatre (Evesham Art Centre), Sports Hall and Sixth 
Form Centre.

We are now coming to the end of a £3.5 million 
refurbishment programme. Last December our 
students moved into our brand new building, The 
Grove. This now houses our English and MFL 
departments, providing them with state-of-the-art 
classrooms and seminar rooms, together with 
much needed office space. Since January we have 
also been undertaking a complete refurbishment of 
our Science facilities and students this year will be 
enjoying their lessons in stunning new laboratories.

As part of a five year programme, most of the 
school’s buildings have been refurbished and 
modernised, with air conditioning being installed 
in many places. Departments which have benefited 
from improved teaching and working environments 
include Maths, Humanities, Business Studies, 
IT, Music, Drama, Sixth Form and the Learning 
Resource Centre. Student amenities, including the 
canteen, toilet and reception areas have also been 
significantly improved.

In 2014, Prince Henry’s was awarded National 
Teaching School status in recognition of its 
consistently outstanding teaching and learning 
provision. Teaching Schools take a leading role 
in recruiting and training new entrants into the 
profession and providing support to other schools. 
This year we were successful in our School-Centred 
Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) application and we 
will welcome our first cohort of trainee teachers in 
September 2017.

“Your school is one of the top 100 non-selective state-funded schools in 
England… This reflects the fantastic progress made by pupils...”

 Nick Gibb MP, Minister of State for Schools, February 2016



“Students take great pride in the school, have highly positive attitudes to 
learning and are very keen to do their best in class.”
Ofsted 2013

School ethos and values
The governors and staff of the school are committed 
to the achievement of high standards of academic 
work and behaviour for all students, whilst ensuring 
that they are happy, well balanced young people 
with a moral sense of responsibility towards each 
other, as well as to the local and wider community.

Great stress is laid upon the development of orderly 
work habits and a positive approach to study. The 
achievements of all our students are very important 
to us, and we believe that high expectations, 
encouragement and the experience of success are 
most likely to motivate and reap rewards.

We understand that all our students are individuals 
and we are sensitive to their different needs; 
recognising that those of high academic ability and 
those with particular learning difficulties may each 
require early identification and additional support.

At Prince Henry’s we actively encourage support 
and co-operation of parents. We are a caring 
community which reflects the values and discipline 
of the home, and shares the responsibility of each 
young person’s social and academic development.

The school thrives on a positive environment 
in which good behaviour flourishes and where 
students are made aware of the importance 
of common sense and an appreciation of the 
difference between right and wrong. Students 
display good manners and common courtesies, 
as well as maintaining high standards of dress. 
They understand and appreciate the school rules, 
creating a cohesive community of mutual respect 
and trust.

Our aim is that students who leave Prince Henry’s 
will be confident, secure young people, equipped 
with the qualifications, experience and skills to 
make a positive contribution to society.



Extra-curricular activities
It is our aim to provide opportunities for the 
development of individual talent in all main 
areas of extra-curricular activity. Students are 
encouraged to join and participate in an extensive 
range of clubs, activities and special events. Sports 
and games, music, drama and the performing arts 
are all particularly strong, aided by the presence on 
site of the Evesham Arts Centre, a fully equipped 
modern theatre shared with the community, as well 
as our sports hall and all weather sports pitch.

More than thirty extra-curricular clubs and 
societies are normally on offer at the beginning 
of each term, giving students excellent choice as 
well as opportunities to develop their interests 
and skills. The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
is well established, with a large number of our 
students currently involved at Bronze, Silver and 
Gold levels.

There are also several educational trips and visits 
within this country. We have exchange visits with 
schools in France, Germany and Spain, which 
take place each year. We have links with Dumila 
Secondary School near Morogoro in Tanzania, and 
our students participate in World Challenge. As a 
result, in recognition of our work in this area, we 
have enjoyed International School Status Award for 
a number of years.

Prince Henry’s enjoys an enviable reputation 
for the quality of its Music and Drama. With its 
own theatre seating an audience of 325, a studio 
theatre and music suite, it has excellent facilities. 
The quality of teaching by both subject specialists 
and peripatetic music staff is outstanding, giving 
students the opportunity to develop their musical 
and theatrical skills to the full. There are a wide 
variety of opportunities to showcase these talents, 
culminating in the annual school play or musical, 
the most recent of which was the highly successful 
“Les Misérables”.

Physical Education within the school fully embraces 
the Olympic ideals of respect, excellence and 
friendship. Opportunities exist in a broad range 
of both team and individual sports for students 
to fulfil their potential, whether that is as a team 
player representing the school, or as someone 
who simply wants to participate. There are regular 
fixtures against other schools, in the evenings and 
on Saturday mornings, and strong links with local 
clubs, allowing continuity when students leave 
school. Our teams have had considerable and 
consistent success over many years at District, 
County, Regional and National levels in a wide 
variety of sports, including the Priest Cup for 
District Athletics, which Prince Henry’s has won 
for the past 20 years. In 2013, our U15 boys’ team 
became National Cricket Champions. We even 
saw success at the 2012 and 2016 Olympics, when 
former student Alex Gregory won gold medals for 
rowing as a member of the Men’s Coxless Four 
team. The recent Worcestershire County Cricket 
captain, Daryl Mitchell, is also a former student, as 
is Kat Merchant, a star of England Women’s Rugby 
World Cup winning team in 2014.
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Admissions and transfer from Middle School
Prince Henry’s has a large catchment area and the map below is for guidance. For more detailed information, 
please see our website or contact the school.

Great care is taken to prepare students for the 
transfer from Middle Schools. The Head of Year 9 
works very closely with Middle School colleagues 
during the preceding Summer Term. A team of staff 
and students from the present Year 9 visits each 
Middle School to explain to the new intake what 

it is like to be a student at Prince Henry’s. This is 
followed by a day visit to us, when all students have 
a chance to tour the building, see the work of some 
of the departments and meet their new Form Tutors. 
Parents are invited to attend an evening meeting in 
the Summer Term.

“The young people who attend are fortunate to benefit from the high quality 
and calibre of what happens in Prince Henry’s.”
Pank Patel, West Midlands Regional Schools Commissioner
Guest Speaker, Speech Day 2015



“The school makes effective use of its links with universities in providing 
seminars and signposting students to lectures, open days and other events.” 

More Able Students report, March 2015

Pupil achievement
Prince Henry’s is a truly comprehensive school. 
The achievements of all our students are of equal 
worth, and raw examination results do not tell 
the whole story. The efforts of some of our less 
academically gifted students are as praiseworthy as 
the achievements of the most able. However, we 
are delighted that students across the ability range 
have consistently enjoyed academic success over 
many years.

In recent years students across the ability range 
have enjoyed considerable academic success. 
In 2016 for example, 153 students took A Level 
courses and achieved a 100% pass rate.

We were delighted that over a quarter of the grades 
were A*-A; over half were A*-B and over 80% 
were A*-C. Our top student achieved an amazing 

4A* grades. Nearly 90% of our Sixth Form students 
go on to university, of whom well over 30% 
consistently go to Oxford, Cambridge, or a Russell 
Group university.

At GCSE, our students consistently achieve well 
above the national average in all areas: last year a 
quarter achieved A*-A grades, over 50% achieved 
A*-B grades and over 75% of all the GCSE grades 
were between A*-C. 69% of our students achieved 
five good GCSE grades including Maths and 
English. Incredibly, 9% of the cohort achieved 
10 A*-A grades and 23% achieved 5 or more 
A*-A grades, with our top performer achieving 
12 A* and 2 A grades. Our Value Added at KS4 is 
regularly very high and often amongst the best in 
the country, in some categories being in the top 1% 
nationally.



“The headteacher and senior leaders provide excellent leadership. Governors 
and staff are very proud of the school and are fully committed to its success.” 
Ofsted 2013

Curriculum
Year 9 students are divided into 11 mixed-ability 
Tutor Groups taking into account friendship groups, 
a mixture of students from various Middle Schools 
and a full range across all abilities. They will stay in 
these forms for the next three years with the same 
Form Tutor, if that is possible. The Tutor will help 
them settle into the school, advise them through 
important stages of their school career and show 
concern for their personal and academic progress 
and welfare.

For teaching purposes, students are divided into 
three “Abbey” groups – Evesham, Pershore and 
Tewkesbury. Each group covers the full range of 
ability and has approximately one third of all 
students for that year in it. Departments then divide 
this group up in the most appropriate way for their 
subject, with most preferring upper, middle and 
lower-ability sets. In this way, a student may be in 
an upper set for one subject and in a middle one 
for another, depending on his or her ability in that 
subject.

All Year 9 students follow a common curriculum 
which includes the subject areas of the National 
Curriculum – English, Maths, Science, Technology, 
History, Geography, French, Art, Information 
Technology, Music, Physical Education, Personal 
and Social Education, Citizenship, Religious 
Education and German or Spanish.



Sixth Form
Over the years, the Sixth Form at Prince Henry’s has 
become one of the largest in the West Midlands. 
Its reputation has been established not only on the 
strength of outstanding AS and A Level results and 
the number of students entering Higher Education, 
but also on the contributions which Sixth Formers 
make to the life of the school and the community.

Prince Henry’s has a prefect system and looks to its 
senior students to involve themselves in the life of 
the school. This includes supporting charities, social 
events, sporting fixtures, as well as hosting at Open 
Evenings. Some Sixth Formers take part in work 
placements with the elderly, help Year 9 students 
with their lessons and train as Community Sports 
Leaders.

Find out more about Prince Henry’s
We hope that you will find this Prospectus helpful. A 
Sixth Form Prospectus and a GCSE Courses Booklet 
are also readily available and can be downloaded 
from our website. Copies of our regular newsletter 

for parents will help to convey the atmosphere of 
the school and the wide range of activities which 
form part of our daily life. We are always pleased to 
welcome prospective parents with their children to 
see the school in action on a normal working day. 
If you are interested, we would be delighted to see 
you and would ask you to telephone Mrs Davey, 
Pastoral and Admissions Secretary (01386 765588), 
to arrange an appointment.

“Sixth form students receive outstanding information, support and guidance. They 
make an excellent contribution to the life of the school, for example on the School 
Council, as prefects, or as mentors to younger students.” Ofsted, April 2013
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