
14th January 2014 

SCHOOL YEAR 2014/15

NEWSLETTER NO. 3

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

A Happy New Year to you all. I hope you had a restful and enjoyable break.  

2014 was a very memorable year for us at Prince Henry’s, and I hope you have had the opportunity 
to see our video reflecting upon the achievements last year.  I am very grateful for the way staff and 
students have managed with the site as our £2million redevelopment project of the Languages block 
continues.  The students have also adjusted well to the cabins that we installed to temporarily house 
the Languages Department during the construction. I have visited the students working there on many 
occasions and it is a lovely environment. 

We finished last term on a high after the wonderful Christmas Concert.  I would like to thank Mr Bullas, 
colleagues within the Music department and supporting staff, for all their support in making this such 
a memorable occasion.  We all left feeling that Christmas had really begun.  

We have now published our latest Gazette, which detailed the main achievements of our students 
during the past term. 

Pupils returned to school on 5th January and have made an extremely positive start to their studies.  I 
spoke to Years 9-11 in assemblies last week and reminded them of the hard work they need to put in 
over the coming weeks and months so that they can truly achieve their full potential.  I would like to 
thank the majority of parents who continue to support Prince Henry’s to maintain our high standards – 
it makes a significant difference and is much appreciated. Wearing the correct uniform, being punctual, 
having good attendance, completing homework and revision, and having the correct equipment, all 
have a real impact on your child’s learning.  During the assemblies, I also reminded the students of the 
values that are so important here to us at Prince Henry’s which can be found on our website.
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Many students have already been involved in 
mock examinations and the outcomes of these 
will form an essential opportunity for your child to 
understand the types of questions that they need 
to answer before they do them for real.  We have 
encouraged all students to prepare thoroughly 
for these examinations to help them with their 
confidence.  They will receive advice and feedback 
from my colleagues about what they need to do to 
improve before they take the exams in the summer.  

It will be a very busy Spring Term with Year 11, 12 
& 13 stepping up their efforts with their academic 
studies and Year 9 engaging in the decisions that 
they need to make for their GCSE options.  Year 
10 students have settled into their GCSE studies 
very well and Mrs Biggs is very pleased with the 
progress they are currently making.

During the last term, it was a pleasure to meet 
so many of you at our Parents’ Evenings, Open 
Evening, our Evening of Remembrance and our 
concerts and I would like to thank you for the 
continuing support that you give to Prince Henry’s.  

Staff Update
On the last day of the Christmas Term we said 
goodbye to Mr McGarvey (Head of Sixth Form).  
He left with our best wishes after 18 years of 
outstanding service following his promotion at 
Alderbrook School in Solihull.  I am delighted to 
inform you that Mrs Webb will now be in charge 
of the Sixth Form and she will be supported by 
Mrs Tozer who will step up to be Head of Year 12, 
in addition to her existing role as Head of Careers 
& Enterprise.  My congratulations go to both 
Mrs Webb and Mrs Tozer on their well-deserved 
promotions.    We are also very pleased to welcome 
Mrs Griffiths to our History Department.

Sadly, we also said goodbye to Miss Pomeroy on 
the last day of term. Following the birth of her 
second son Teddy, Miss Pomeroy has decided to 
take a career break and spend more time with 
her new family.  She may return to Prince Henry’s 
one day - our fingers are crossed!  I am delighted 
to inform you that Mrs Cook has taken over 
Miss Pomeroy’s responsibilities and will now be 
leading the Drama department.  Mrs Cook is very 
experienced; indeed, she directed our wonderful 
production of ‘Anything Goes’ last year, as well 
as coordinating our successful Artsmark Gold 
application.  Mrs Cook will be supported by Mrs 
Hall.

Photos from our Christmas Concert
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Finally Miss Torr left us at Christmas having completed a maternity leave for Mrs Aitken. We wish Miss 
Torr well at her new school in Bristol.  I am also delighted to inform you that Miss Houghton will be 
returning to support the Art Department for one day per week.  Some parents may recall that Miss 
Houghton worked with us two years ago during Mrs Aitken’s previous maternity leave, and we are 
delighted that she is returning to Prince Henry’s.  

We also welcome Mrs Shephard who joins the Finance Office; Mrs Feeney and Mrs Ellis  who have 
joined us as Learning Supervisors, and are pleased to welcome back Mrs Harris, who will be working 
with us as a Teaching Assistant in the Maths Department.

Severe Weather
With the potential for inclement weather at this time of year, please see the “Severe Weather and 
Emergency Closure Routine” page in the Parents & Students area of our website for further information 
on the procedure in the event of the school having to close due to severe weather. 

Contacting the School
I would like to remind parents that all routine enquiries and information about your son or 
daughter should be conducted through the Form Tutor. For more serious matters please try 
to contact the relevant Year Head, Deputy Year Head or Assistant Deputy Year Head as listed below:- 

 
Although the vast majority of pastoral issues are dealt with by members of the relevant Year Team, there 
may also be occasions when you may need to contact a member of the Senior Leadership team.  As 
well as myself, the SLT comprises:

  Year Head  Deputy Year Head  Asst Deputy Year Head
Year 9  Mrs S Thomas  Mrs S Thorner   Mr L Roleston
Year 10 Mrs L Biggs  Mrs S Workman  Mr M Thompson
Year 11 Dr H Patel  Mrs L Walker   Mr J Goodhead
Sixth Form Mrs C Webb  Mrs J Tozer (Y12)  Mr J Martin (Y13)

Mrs V Butler   Deputy Head   Transport & Curriculum
Mr A Roberts (3day/w) Deputy Head   Pastoral Matters
Mrs H Wood   Deputy Head   Teaching & Learning
Mrs K Holyoak  Acting Deputy Head  Alternative Curriculum
Mr B Freeman  Assistant Head  Pastoral Matters
Mrs A Lungley  Assistant Head  Assessment
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Please bear in mind that my colleagues have many commitments and that they are not always 
immediately available to deal with enquiries, although they will do their best to get back to you as 
soon as possible. If you contact the school to discuss a pastoral matter and your child’s Year Head is 
not available, you may well be put through to Mrs Davey who acts as the school’s pastoral secretary 
for Years 9-11. She will ensure that your enquiry is passed on to the relevant Head of Year and that it is 
followed up as soon as possible. Parents who wish to see a teacher are asked to make an appointment 
in advance. 
 
In case we need to contact you please keep us updated with any change of address 
and/or telephone numbers and any change to home circumstances.

Medical Appointments 
Can parents please avoid making medical appointments during the school day. Where this is not 
possible, please inform the appropriate Head of Year in writing prior to the appointment. This is to help 
us ensure the veracity of appointments and therefore the safety of our students.

Multi Academy Trust 
We are still proceeding with our intentions of forming a Multi Academy Trust and I am grateful for 
the work of the other Heads and Governing Bodies who are involved in this project with us.  Any 
information is updated on the MAT page of our website.  

School Uniform    
Thank you for all your support in 
ensuring our students wear Prince 
Henry’s High School uniform smartly.  
Please help us maintain these high 
standards when the students return 
after the Christmas break.  A full 
school uniform list is available on our 
website.

Mobile Telephones 
A reminder that mobile phones/
electronic devices can be a distraction 
to the learning process and are not 
required during school time. I would 
therefore like to remind parents that 
in accordance with school policy, pupils are not allowed to use such devices at any time during the 
school day. If any student is found doing so, my staff will confiscate the item. The device will only be 
returned to the appropriate parent/guardian, who will need to arrange to collect it from the school 
office. In the event of an emergency, the school office can be contacted in the usual way and any urgent 
message relayed to the student concerned. 

Attendance
I would like to remind parents that it is a proven fact that good attendance at school correlates to 
excellent progress and exam success.  

Our School Attendance figures continue to improve. Thank you for your continued support with this. 
There is a very clear link between pupil attainment and attendance and this is highlighted in the pupil 
planners. An attendance of 95% still means that two weeks of school and therefore 50 lessons have 
been missed during the year. For this reason, we would appreciate your support in ensuring pupils do 
attend unless genuinely too unwell to do so. If your child is unable to attend, please ring the school 
on 01386 765588 between 8.30 - 9.15 am. Parents will receive automated notification each time their 
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child is absent from school and we have not been informed. This is in line with government policy to 
notify parents of unexplained absences and is aimed at safeguarding pupils. 
It is very important that holidays are not taken during term time as the days missed have a very negative 
impact upon learning.  I would like to remind parents that, in accordance with legal requirements, 
holiday absence of any kind is not authorised.  Please carefully check the term dates for this and the 
next academic year, which are featured on the school website, before booking any future holidays.  
Thank you for your support in this matter.

Prince Henry’s Teaching School Alliance: School Direct
Since the school’s designation as a Teaching School in May Prince Henry’s is delighted to have expanded 
its provision for teacher training.  We are currently recruiting graduates to commence their School Direct 
teacher training with us in Sept 2015.  Applications are being encouraged in the following subject 
areas: Psychology, Geography, Maths, Economics with Business Studies, Physics and MFL.   Through 
the School Experience Programme (SEP), we have also been able to offer periods of School Experience 
for those considering a career in teaching.  Since the beginning of the scheme we have hosted 25 
initial placement days in 8 different subject areas, with most visitors requesting extra days later on in 
the school year.

Please contact us at teachingschool@princehenrys.worcs.sch.uk if you would like any information 
about training to teach or the School Experience Programme and we would be happy to advise. 
 
December TED
Prince Henry’s was closed to pupils for a TED day in early December while we hosted a fantastic 
conference for our staff about recent Special Educational Needs (SEN) reforms.  We were delighted that 
Lorraine Petersen (OBE) delivered the keynote speech and staff were able to attend workshops relating 
to topics such as Autism, Emotion Coaching, Dyslexia, Speech and Language Difficulties.  We were 
joined by teachers and SENCOs from 9 other Worcestershire schools and the evaluations suggest that 
the day was extremely useful and had a very positive impact upon all those who attended.

PHHS Interact 
Now in its second year, PHHS Interact, which 
includes students from every year group, goes from 
strength to strength.  Already more than £2,400 
has been raised during the current academic year 
– please see the Interact page of our website for 
more details of the many and varied activities that 
have contributed to this tremendous achievement.

None of this would be possible without the hard 
work and commitment of our Interact members, 

but I must also thank all the students and members of staff who so enthusiastically support the fund 
raising efforts throughout the school.  In particular, special thanks must be given to Mrs Taylor who 
works tirelessly behind the scenes to support Interact.

World Challenge and Tanzanian Exchange
With less than 200 days left until take off, Prince Henry’s twenty-strong team of challengers have been 
busy preparing themselves for this summer’s World Challenge trip to Costa Rica. Having completed 
a practice expedition in the Forest of Dean, and ticked off much of their jungle survival kit in their 
Christmas wish lists, the students have continued their fundraising efforts in the local community. 
Amongst many successful ventures students have carried out car washing, supermarket bag packing, a 
hockey tournament, abseiling and even an extremely successful wine and cheese tasting event to raise 
the final pennies needed to make this once in a lifetime opportunity a reality.  Mr Nightingale and Miss 
Moore
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At the same time (July), another group of Sixth Form students will be flying out to Tanzania to visit 
our exchange partners – Dumila High School in Morogoro. As well as visiting sites within the area 
(including visiting Zanzibar), the students will have the opportunity to teach some lessons to their 
Tanzanian counterparts.

Website
Our website is being continually updated, and as part of this, we are now using an enormous amount 
of media, particularly in the form of photographs and video clips.  If for any reason you do not wish 
for your child to appear on our website or in any other media, please email enquiries@princehenrys.
worcs.sch.uk , giving your child’s name and tutor group and stating that you do not wish their image 
to be used in any school publication or other media. 

Our Sports Results page (in the News area) is updated weekly, and I hope that you will have seen the 
reports.  My thanks to Mrs Bradley and Mr Dyer for all their work in ensuring this website provides 
you with the latest and up to date information. 

Diary Dates
Tuesday 20th January  Year 12 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 27th January  Parents’ Information Evening – Sixth Form Entry
Thursday 12th February  Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Friday 13th February   TED Day – School closed to students
14th – 22nd February  Ski Trip
16th – 20th February   Half-term 
Monday 23rd February  Terms restarts (Week 2)
23rd Feb – 9th March  French Exchange Trip

Best Wishes,

 

Dr A Evans
Headteacher
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