
 

 
 
 
 

Applying to University in the USA 

Some students may choose to apply to University in the USA, particularly as there are often substantial 
scholarships available for British students.  However students who wish to practise Medicine or Law 
need to be aware that qualifications are not necessarily transferable and may therefore be better off not 
applying for such courses in the USA. 
 
Applying to a US university also involves a lot of additional references so it would be a good idea to 
discuss this with the Sixth Form Team before you embark upon the process. 

Suggested Timeline: 
 
Year 12 

 
Spring / Summer 

 
 

 Begin researching and choosing universities 

 Learn about the application process via websites  

 Register for the admission exams – possibly have a    first attempt 
at these exams 

 Register on line for USA College Fair in London (via Fulbright 
website www.fulbright.org.uk) 

 
Year 13  

 
First half of Autumn Term 
 
 
 
Autumn Term after half term 
 
 

 
Spring 
 
Summer 
 
 
 
August 

 
 

 Choose 4 – 6 universities 

 Attend usa college day in london 

 Begin admission and funding applications 
 

 Submit admissions applications 

 (Early deadlines in November / regular deadlines January – March) 

 Submit funding applications 
 

 Receive admissions decisions 
 

 Notify universities by 1st May 

 Get I-20 and apply for Visa  

 Read pre-departure section of Fulbright website 
 

 Start at university in the USA 
 

 
 

http://www.fulbright.org.uk/
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Admissions Tests 
 
To apply for university in the USA students need to sit SAT or ACT exams (the ACT exams usually apply 
to STEM subjects where the SAT exams usually are more geared to social sciences and humanities).  
US students often take these exams several times and record only their highest scores – UK students 
are therefore advised to take the exams in Year 12 and then take them again if required during Year 13.  
These exams are used as a consideration for the awarding of scholarships (see www.collegeboard.org). 

Choosing a US institution 
 
There are over 4000 institutions of higher education in the US; however the most prestigious are those 
ranked by the Carnegie Foundation of which there are currently around 100.  The top research 
universities have formed a group similar to our Russell Group – The Association of American 
Universities https://www.aau.edu and there are details of the member universities on this site.  It is worth 
visiting the US College day in the Autumn where many such universities will be exhibitors. 
 
Obviously many factors that apply to choosing a UK university are equally applicable to US institutions, 
such as size of university, campus or city, cost of living etc however there are also other factors to take 
into consideration.  In particular more institutions have subject or faculty specialisms and there are many 
more private universities.   
 
Academic factors to consider include the competitiveness of admission procedures, the majors that are 
offered and enrichment opportunities such as study abroad or internships. 
 
In terms of location, students should consider the climate variations across the different states as well as 
the range of different cultures and physical environments. 
 
Different institutions will have a range of funding support and more or less generous scholarships 
available so again this is an important area to investigate. 

Application Components 
 
There is a common application form used by many universities although others have their own forms. 
 
Universities may also ask for essays which demonstrate critical thinking skills, creativity etc.  This is an 
opportunity for students to set themselves apart and showcase their talents, such essays are used to 
gauge personality, values, passions and motivation.  Students should ensure that the question is 
addressed in full and be precise and succinct using clear concise language in their answer. 
 
A transcript is also expected this is a form of school reference detailing academic achievements, other 
qualifications, predicted grades and information about the school. 
 
Recommendation references are sometimes asked for which should be written by those who know you 
well, these will often be in the form of letters which are basically your marketing tool so referees should 
be asked to write an enthusiastic, descriptive, anecdotal and positive letter. 
 

Student Acceptance at a SEVP Approved School 
 
When you are accepted by a U.S. university, you will be enrolled in the Student and Exchange Visitor 
Information System (SEVIS).  You must pay the SEVIS I-901 Fee. The U.S. university will provide you 
with a Form I-20 to present to the consular officer when you attend your visa interview.  
 
For more information visit the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Student and Exchange 
Visitor Program (SEVP) website http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/study-exchange/student.html  

  

http://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.aau.edu/
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/
http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/study-exchange/student.html
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Further Information 

The best, most up-to-date information about applying to universities in the US is available from the US / 
UK Fulbright commission: www.fulbright.org.uk  
 
For information about SATs, use the College Board website: www.collegeboard.org and for more general 
information about US Colleges there is the US News website: www.usnews.com/education 
 

 

http://www.fulbright.org.uk/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.usnews.com/education

