
 

Student finance key dates and help: 

Useful websites to help with finance application and understanding. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance 

https://www.gov.uk/studentfinancesteps 

http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/ 

http://www.studentfinance.direct.gov.uk/calculator/studentfinancecalculator/1516/ 

http://www.slc.co.uk/ 

http://www.ucas.com/how-it-all-works/student-finance/undergraduate-student-finance#cost 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yaHKUvHQXVc  Student Finance Explained 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdzN4g6bpbM  Key facts on interest 2017/18 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8MNjKwWAw8 Repaying your loan 

 

Most full-time and part-time students can apply online to Student Finance England. 

1. Set up a student finance online account  - https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login 

2. Log in and complete the online application. 

3. Include details of your household income and get your parents to support your application, if 

needed. 

4. Send in proof of identity, if needed. 

5. Sign and return the loan declaration, which you should receive within 6 weeks. 

6. You don’t need a confirmed place to apply. 

7. Applications are open to all English full-time students for the 2017 to 2018 academic year. 

You must apply before the deadline of 26th May to get your money by the start of term.  If your 

application is late, your money might be too.  Students need to make sure they have got their 

applications in by the deadline so they are not left short at the start of term. 

Students should apply online with their passport number and send requested evidence as quickly 

as possible.  They should also ensure that their parents or sponsors complete their financial 

information to get their application completed by the relevant deadlines. 
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UCAS offer key help and deadlines: 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/track-your-application/replying-your-

offers 

Types of reply: 

Firm acceptance – this is your first choice. 

If it's an unconditional offer, the place is yours!  So that course provider will expect you as their 

student. 

Or if it's conditional, the place is yours if you meet the offer conditions.  So just in case you don't, 

you can pick a second offer as a backup – your insurance acceptance. 

Insurance acceptance – this is the back-up choice. 

When choosing an insurance offer, go for something with lower offer conditions; that way, if your 

results are lower than expected, you might still meet the conditions at your insurance choice.  

Make sure, however, that it is still somewhere that you would like to go. 

Remember, you'll only attend your insurance choice course if you don't meet the conditions of your 

firm choice, but you do meet the conditions of your insurance.  You can't choose between your 

firm and insurance when you get your results, so make sure you're happy with which is your firm 

and which is your insurance before you reply.   

If you are in any doubt about which offer to put for firm / insurance then discuss your options with 

your tutor, Mr Martin or Mrs Webb. 

Decline – you'll need to decline any other offers you get. 

However, if you decide you don't want to accept any of the offers, you can decline them all and 

add more courses in through UCAS Extra https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-

track/track-your-application/extra-choices.  If you decide on this option you will not be able to go 

back to your original choices so only do this if you are sure that you don’t want to go to ANY of 

your original choices.  If you think that you want to do this come and talk to the Sixth Form 

Team. 

Alternatively, you can see what courses still have vacancies later on through the UCAS Clearing 

service – usually this will be done after A level results are received in August. 

Please note: You can only accept one firm choice and one insurance choice (if you choose 

to have one).  You must decline all other offers. 
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Offer and reply combinations 

Unconditional firm (UF) You are in! 

Conditional firm (CF) You are in if you meet the conditions. 

Conditional firm (CF) and conditional insurance (CI) You have made a first and second 

choice – you'll be in at the first if you meet the conditions.  If not, you might have met the 

conditions of the second – if so you'll be on that course instead. 

Conditional firm (CF) and unconditional insurance (UI) You have made a first and second 

choice – if you meet the conditions of the first you'll be on that course.  If not, you'll definitely be on 

the second. 

NB Conservatoire applications please check the UCAS website as the offers and deadlines 

are different: https://www.ucas.com/ucas/conservatoires/apply-and-track/replying-your-offers 

How to make your replies 

When your last decision comes in, UCAS will send an email as usual to say there's an update (or 

a letter advising you about replying). 

Then you go to Track to make your replies. 

You'll have a deadline shown in Track to do this by – how much time you have depends on the 

time of year, varying from one to five weeks. 

Reply dates for UCAS 

Last decision received on or before...  Means your reply date is... 

31st March 2017     4th May 2017 

5th May 2017      8th June 2017 

8th June 2017     23rd June 2017 

16 July 2017      23 July 2017 

These are based on when UCAS get the last decision in from universities or colleges.  

Check Track to see personal deadlines. 
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Applying for University Accommodation 

 

You need to start the process of applying for student accommodation; many universities open their 
accommodation applications in March so you need to check the details of the university websites 
to see what the options are.  You apply for accommodation at whichever university you have made 
your FIRM choice.  You are advised to look really carefully at the university’s website to see the 
deferent options that they offer.  There will often be pictures of what the halls of residence look like 
and you will usually be able to reserve a room online.  They will list the facilities available and any 
costs associated with them. 

General help is available at: http://university.which.co.uk/advice/student-accommodation/applying-
for-university-accommodation where there is a lot of advice and also specific guides on choosing 
halls and other options. 

http://university.which.co.uk/advice/student-accommodation/how-to-pick-the-right-student-
accommodation-for-you 

Things to bear in mind: 

 Cost - costs start from around £60 per week for a basic room a bus ride away from campus 
to as much as £150 per week for a self-contained studio flat within the student village.  
Before you start looking at rooms, you need to work out what you can, realistically, afford.  
Contract lengths are usually around 40 weeks (you don’t have to pay for halls during the 
summer holidays). 

 Think about private student accommodation – these are often similar to university halls, but 
you won’t always be living with people who go to your university.  There may also be 
different facilities available, and you might have more freedom as to what you can and can’t 
bring with you.  Private halls are often owned by companies who build halls of residence 
near universities all over the country, so a quick internet search will provide you with 
reviews on a national scale. 

 Read the small print – most accommodation providers (including halls of residence) have 
strict guidelines and rules on what you can and can’t bring / have with you.  There might be 
other important things you’ll need to know too, like parking restrictions and health and 
safety issues. 

 Check what bills you’ll need to pay – the cost of living in halls of residence usually includes 
electricity and water bills, but you’ll still need to pay for things like insurance and a TV 
licence. 

 Consider the essentials – you'll need things for your bedroom and kitchen.  If you move into 
halls of residence, check what's there already so you don't buy things unnecessarily. 

 Consider your fellow flat-mates – different accommodation types will mean that you are 
more, or less, involved with the others who share your accommodation.  Catered halls will 
usually mean that you live more independently, whilst in other cases you will need to share 
cooking facilities.  In some cases you will have a room in a corridor with large common 
rooms and social spaces organised by the hall, but in other places you will be in a 
traditional flat-share situation where you may have to negotiate sharing other living spaces 
too.  You will need to think about which of these situations suits you best. 

Above all, there is no right answer, only what is right for you. 
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