
20th September 2013

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

I am sure you will be aware from the media that the two largest teacher unions (NASUWT 
and NUT) have declared strike action which will take place on Tuesday October 1st 2013.  
It is important to understand that the action has nothing to do with Prince Henry’s, but is a 
national dispute between the Unions and the Government.  

The Senior Team has worked closely with the Teacher Union representatives here, and I 
understand that a significant number of colleagues will be taking industrial action.  We have 
looked at the school timetable for that day and in doing so, we have tried to balance the 
issues of the safe supervision of large numbers of students given reduced staffing levels, 
and the need to secure the continuing education of students, particularly those engaged on 
examination courses. It is illegal for the school to use supply teachers or non- 
striking teachers to cover the work of colleagues absent due to the strike, and so 
the challenge to maintain a normal school day is significant. 

We are aware that class/school closures inconveniences parents and carers, and so I am 
writing to give you as much advance notice of the likely impact of the action on this school. 
Therefore, to summarise, if the action goes ahead, the following arrangements will be in 
place:

Years 9 & 10  School Closed.  Students are advised to participate in private 
   study at home and can use PHHS live.  

Years 11,12,13 School Open.  Students will attend their normal lessons if staff are 
present, and if they are not, provision for private study is available. 

Year 11 Students on work experience will continue to attend their designated 
work placement.

The school bus services will continue to operate for those students in Years 11-13, and the 
school canteen will be open as usual.

I apologise for the need to change our normal arrangements and for any inconvenience 
caused to you by this. It appears unlikely that the proposed industrial action will be averted, 
but if this were to happen, I will write to you to confirm that the school will be open as 
usual.  

We must all hope that the issues over which the industrial action has arisen are resolved as 
soon as possible.

As ever, thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,

Dr A Evans
Headteacher


